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The Louisiana Archaeological Survey and Antiquities Commission met on Tuesday, June 9, 2015, at 1:30 p.m. in the 4th floor conference room, 1051 N. 3rd Street, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  

Members Present:
Dr. Chip McGimsey

Mr. Ray Berthelot
Dr. Jack Irion
Dr. Ed Britton

Dr. George Riser

Dr. Mark Rees

Members Absent:

Ms. Missy Graves
Dr. Heather McKillop

Dr. David Kelley
Dr. Ryan Gray
Mr. Mike Tarpley

Others Present:


Mr. Paul French
Ms. Jessica Dixon
Ms. Julie Doucet

Mr. Joel Zovar

Mr. Duke Rivet

Ms. Maegan Smith

Ms. Robin Daigle

Ms. Nancy Hawkins

Dr. Diana Greenlee

Mr. Jeff Girard

Mr. Ethan Dunham

Ms. Ashley Fedoroff

Mr. Dennis Jones

Welcome & Introductions

The Vice-Chair, Dr. George Riser called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.  

All persons at the meeting introduced themselves.
MOTION:  A motion was made by Dr. Jack Irion and seconded by Dr. Mark Rees, to accept the minutes of the April 14, 2015, Antiquities Commission meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.

Old Business

There was no old business to discuss.  Dr. McGimsey did note that he was still working to close the permit issued to Mr. George Gele.
New Business


Update on Ancient Mounds Trail Commission
Ms. Hawkins stated that the Commission had originally been created in 2000 by the Legislature to develop the Ancient Mounds Driving Trail in northeast Louisiana, and the legislation had provided funding to investigate mound sites for inclusion on the Trail.  The Driving Trail was published in 2---, and after that the Commission did not meet.  The Commission was reestablished in 2014 by the Legislature with a focus on Poverty Point to help preserve and protect this World Heritage Site.
The first Commission meeting was held 28 May 2015.  It is comprised of representative of the Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism, two American Indian tribal representatives, and representatives from northeast Louisiana.  The first meeting addressed the current situation with Poverty Point in an effort to bring all the Commission members up to date on events and issues.  There was discussion of the state highway that crosses the site as this an item of particular concern for the ICOMOS review and the World Heritage Committee.  It was noted that the Advocates for Poverty Point are preparing a resolution to the Department of Transportation and Development to lower the speed limit through the site to 30 mph.  The Commission voted to prepare a similar resolution, and it was stated that the West Carroll Police Jury may also submit a resolution in favor of this speed limit.  

Mr. Rivet asked who the Chair of the Commission was.  Ms. Hawkins replied that Ms. Tana Trichel of the Northeast Louisiana Economic Alliance had been appointed Chair.  Ms. Julie Doucet will serve as the Committee staff beginning in July 2015.  The Commission will have several task forces to address specific issues but these task forces have not been set up yet.
Update on Archaeology Month

Ms. Hawkins stated that the Southeastern Archaeology Center of the National Park Service has offered to pay for design of the poster this year with a topic that is related to the NPS and disasters.  A poster design has not yet been determined.  The Kisatchie National Forest is also providing funding to support printing of the poster and other related media.

Dr. Irion suggested the poster could celebrate the 200th anniversary of the Battle of New Orleans.  Dr. Rees noted that this fall will be 250th anniversary of the founding of the New Acadia colony in Louisiana.  This would offer a tie to the Acadian Center of the NPS in Lafayette.  There will be a number of events around the state in October celebrating this event.  Mr. Berthelot noted that the National Center for Preservation Technology and Training provided assistance with the BP oil spill and the oiling of Fort Livingston.  
Dr. Riser asked Dr. Rees to give an overview of the new Public Archaeology Program at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette.  Dr. Rees says the program has been in the works for some time and the University is being supportive.  The program has a building in Cade, La., on University property for use as an office/lab.  The program grew out of the public response to the New Acadia project which has been funded entirely by private grants and has a steering committee composed of local citizens.  The New Acadia project is into its second year of operation, and Dr. Rees sees the potential for collaboration between this project and the Public Archaeology program.  This might be expanded to include outreach and education opportunities, with funding partially developed, for a position to take on those challenges.  With additional funding, this position could be developed to provide a means for outreach and public involvement in archaeology.  This could be similar to the Regional archaeology program, although it would likely involve doing some Section 106 work as a means to help support the program.  The goal would to include a lot of public outrach and public participation in archaeology.  While this position and program does not yet exist, there is a real potential to be realized if all the parts can be brought together.  Dr. Rees asked people to contact him with ideas for funding and projects that could be undertaken.
Mr. Jones asked if there will be a full-time person in the program.  Dr. Rees replied that the goal is a full-time position other than himself, and that this person would not be directly involved in regular teaching at the University or doing full-time 106 work.  Ms. Doucet asked if this position would bid on 106 projects.  Dr. Rees replied that it was not goal of the program to do primarily 106 (i.e., a contracting office through the University), rather the goal was to do public archaeology although it would probably include some contract work like they currently do with National Resource Conservation Service which includes survey as well as training.  Mr. Berthelot mentioned that Longfellow-Evangeline State Park is very close and has a series of archaeological histories that would provide a good basis for work and are close to the Cade facility.  Dr. Rees said that was a good idea.

Update – Revised State Archaeological Plan
Dr. McGimsey said that the Division of Archaeology has spent considerable time over the last few years developing a revised Archaeological Plan.  He noted that the original state plan was developed in 1983 and had not been revised since then.  A draft was due at the end of the June, although that deadline will not be met.  A draft exists for most sections of the report, and once a complete draft is available, it will be provided to the Commissioners and other professionals for review and comment.  He anticipates that a complete draft will be available sometine in July for other people to review.

Dr. Riser asked whether the 1983 Plan was the only one that had been completed for the state.  Dr. McGimsey replied that was correct.  

Update – GOHSEP project

Dr. McGimsey provided a brief background to the project to provide a context for the comments that Mr. Zovar and Ms. Doucet would make.  As part of hurricane recovery, FEMA has the Hazard Grants Mitigation Program (HMGP) that provides funds to private, public and corporate entities to prevent repetitive losses from storms.  As a result of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, perhaps as many as 40,000 properties might have been eligible for HMGP funds.  Because it was not possible to determine which of these properties might have ground-disturbing activities that would impact archaeological sites, FEMA and SHPO agreed to pursue an alternative mitigation for this program under Section 106.  For the Division of Archaeology, this included survey of parks in New Orleans and in Fontainebleau State Park, the analysis of 7-8 old archaeological collections that had been sitting around since the 1930s, and development of several public outreach efforts.  The latter effort included development of several websites on Louisiana archaeology, development of several teaching modules for teachers to use, and the development of a number of essays to be posted on the KnowLA website.
Mr. Zovar presented the development of the websites.  He went to the Division’s website and walked the Commission members though an example site.  He illustrated the Marksville site interactive exhibit.  One goal had been to develop a template that could be used for future exhibits, although this did not prove to be as easy as anticipated.  Exhibits are aimed at a wide audience and are written at the 7th grade level.  Visitors can experience sites and Louisiana archaeology for themselves at their pace.  He encouraged the Commission members to visit the website and explore the exhibits at their leisure.

Ms. Doucet presented the development of the teacher modules.  Each module has a Powerpoint presentation paired with a student activity workbook.  They are designed to complement the Louisiana Studies curriculum, and focuses on Louisiana archaeological sites.  Each module provides information about the archaeological site, Many of the modules complement the interactive exhibits that Mr. Zovar descried.  The modules can be downloaded from the Division’s website.  They are designed to be adaptable by the teacher to their needs and requirements.  Each module can also be printed out and used in booklet form if that best meets the needs of the class and teacher.
A total of six modules were completed.  The first provides a general introduction to archaeology.  Subsequent modules explore specific time periods, and provides information on climate and landscape, food and weapons, and people and culture.  Other modules explore a specific archaeological site.  Each module is organized in the same consistent structure.  The goal is to provide awareness of these resources to schools and at teacher conferences.  Teachers have been consulted during the development of the modules and have greatly improved the structure and content of the modules.
Dr. Irion asked how much freedom teachers have to incorporate information like this into their classes?  Ms. Doucet replied that in 8th grade, the preparation for the standardized tests takes up most of the class time until after the exams in April.  Many teachers are interested in opportunities after that time, but the reality is that many will have limited time to introduce new topics.
Ms. Doucet illustrated the concept through the El Nuevo Constante module.  Each module has a timeline that puts the subject site in its historical place.  This example gives some history about the ship, the route it took, what it was doing at the time, and where the wreck is located.  Most of the module focuses on what was found archaeologically at the site with lots of images of the recovered items.  It concludes with what the archaeology tells us about the site and this time period.  Each module follows a similar pattern.

Dr. Rees asked how the teachers will be able to access these modules.  Ms. Doucet replied that they are available online through the Division’s website as powerpoints and pdfs.  There are also Suggested Activities accompanying each module.  Ms. Hawkins also noted that the modules will be cross-linked with the KnowLA essays and the interactive exhibits, once all of those are up and available online.  
Update – Permit Request for Dr. Greenlee and Dr. McGimsey

Ms. Hawkins stated that the State Archaeology and Station Archaeologist are issued a permit to collect artifacts and conduct limited investigations on state lands.  Any larger projects require a regular permit from the Commission.  Dr. Irion asked how these investigations would be reported.  Ms. Hawkins replied that in the case of Dr. Greenlee, any work would be included in her annual report.  Dr. Rees asked if this permit was appropriate for the State Archaeologist when it would give him carte blanche to go dig rather than work on the important things on his plate.  Dr. McGimsey noted that in the eight years he had been in this position, he had only employed the permit once.  He did note that he anticipated doing some work at the Marksville State Historic Site ahead of some limited ground disturbing work there this year.

MOTION:  A motion was made by Dr. Mark Rees and seconded by Dr. Ed Britton to approve a permit for the Poverty Point Station Archaeologist and the State Archaeologist for survey and limited testing on state lands. The motion carried unanimously.

Update – Marksville State Historic Site status

Dr. Riser introduced a new topic onto the agenda.  He asked for an update on the status of the park since he had been slated for closure several months ago due to state budget shortfalls.  He had since learned it was remaining open at least on a limited basis.  Mr. Rivet noted that in the last issue of the local Marksville town paper a front-page article discussed the ‘imminent’ transfer of the Park to the Tunica-Biloxi Tribe of Louisiana, although the actual details indicated there were still significant details to work out between all the parties.  Mr. Rivet also noted that the Tribe was actively engaged in economic development in Georgia.  
Mr. Berthelot stated that due to the mid-year budget cut, Marksville was one of several state parks slated for immediate closure, with the goal of reopening them once the new fiscal year started in July.  The City of Marksville was initially approached about jointly operating the park, but that arrangement could not be reached.  During this process, State Parks made the decision to continue to minimally staff the park and keep it open at least five days a week.  Staff from other properties were detached to the park to keep it open.  The Tunica-Biloxi Tribe had expressed interest in operating the park and State Parks opened discussions with them after the negotiations with the City were not successful.  Much of the information in the newspaper article was news to State Park staff; negotiations with the Tribe are being handled by the Lt. Governor’s office.  In the interim, State Parks will retain someone at the Park as long as possible.  He noted that since the park is ‘officially’ closed, there is no mechanism for collecting fees so people can visit for free.  He also noted that they continue to work with groups and interested individuals to offer tours on an as-needed basis.  Ms. Doucet asked what days the park was open; Mr. Berthelot replied it was Tuesday through Saturday.  Dr. Greenlee asked who would retain ownership of the property, buildings, etc. if some other organization took over operation of the park.  Mr. Berthelot replied that State Parks would retain ownership of the land and facilities; the other entity would be responsible for operating and daily maintenance.  Ms. Doucet noted that the newspaper article indicated that the Tribe would manage the park with a ‘tribal vision’, and asked what that meant.  Mr. Berthelot had no idea what that might entail.  Mr. Rivet asked if there would be a time limit on any transfer; Mr. Berthelot replied that he did not know.  Mr. Jones stated that the Tunica-Biloxi had operated the part for a few years during the 1980s.  Mr. Berthelot indicated that the goal is for State Parks to resume control over the park once the budget allows.  He noted that the Tunica-Biloxi have a very nice and professionally done tribal museum.   There was a lot of general discussion.  Dr. Riser asked what level of site protection was being maintained.  Mr. Berthelot stated that the concern for the site and the museum collections was largely responsible for Park’s decision to maintain staff there.  If the site were to close permanently, there would have to be arrangements made to transfer the collections and exhibits for safe-keeping.
Update – Northwest Regional Archaeologist

Mr. Girard provided what will be his final presentation as a Regional Archaeologist; the Northwest position is closing due to a lack of funding at the end of this month.  He discussed the Fish Creek West (16GR447) and Fish Creek (16GR17) sites.  Both lie on state land on the west bank of Fish Creek within the Little River Wildlife Management Area on a remnant of the Deweyville Terrace in this valley.  There are 4-5 mounds on the Fish Creek site, including at least one flat-topped temple mound.  The western site has a series of smaller-domed shaped rises that may be midden accumulations rather than constructed mounds.  Part of this latter site sits on private land, owned by an Alexandria attorney who is very interested in the archaeology and in preserving the site.  Mr. Girard visited the sites last year due to a report of looting on the state land.  The damage is relatively minimal but several holes were dug.  The ground is very overgrown and difficult to monitor activity there.
He noted that the LAS had a field school here in 1977, and perhaps other years, but no report was ever written.  Mr. Girard did some work at the Fish Creek site several years ago, including augering many of the mounds.  He also did some shovel testing, and there is an abundance of lithic artifacts.  He obtained a 11th – 12th century date from a charcoal sample near the top of the flat-topped mound, indicating it was constructed during Coles Creek times.  A similar age was obtained from a date beneath one of the other mounds.  Earlier pottery representing Tchefuncte and Marksville is also present at the site.   This is a great site and has a lot of potential for illuminating the culture history of the region.
Mr. Girard then discussed what he will be doing after he leaves the Regional position.  He has been interested in historical sites along Cane River for some years.  Conversations with Dustin Fuqua of Cane River National Historic Area identified a series of old live oak trees spaced at regular intervals along the east bank of the river just north of Magnolia Plantation.  A field visit revealed a historic site at and around each live oak, with some materials dating to the late 1700s and early 1800s.  Historically a group of settlers moved into this area in the 1780s, known as the River Aucoin.  These early sites represent the remains of these early settlers.  In the 1830s, Magnolia Plantation subsumed these properties and incorporated the land into the plantation.  
Just below Magnolia Plantation lies the Shallow Lake cemetery, which has dates as early as the 1790s.  Today it is in poor shape.  People from the early sites above Magnolia Plantation were buried here.  He found an iron cross at one grave that has a death date of 1827.

Mr. Girard has received a grant from the Cane River National Historic Area to do NRHP testing at two of the sites identified during the earlier survey.  In particular, he will look at the sites originally owned by Pierre Metoyer and Marie Mariotte.  She was a freed slave who received a tract of land from a local landowner, although it is not clear that she ever fully legally owned the land.  This project will begin in September and run through April 2016.  The houses should be post-in-ground construction and features are likely around them.  The work will include an outreach component and will likely offer an opportunity for volunteers from the Louisiana Archaeological Society to help out.
Mr. Jones asked if he will be working with the National Park Service; Mr. Girard replied that it was with a grant from the Cane River NHA.  The grant will run from September 2015 through April 2016

Dr. Irion asked if there had been any follow up on the possible keelboat found on the bank of Little River a couple of years ago.  Mr. Girard stated that he had lost contact with the landowner, although the vessel was underwater the last time they spoke.  

Other Business
Dr. Riser asked if there was any other business.  Dr. Irion asked about the status of Andrea White and the work that she had reported on to the Commission several years ago.  Dr. McGimsey noted that FEMA had supplied funds to develop a probability model for sites in the greater New Orleans areas.  Andrea White completed a report which is on file at the Division, along with a series of GIS overlay maps, which will be one day be available on the Division’s GIS.  This study will be important should there ever be an opportunity to assess the cumulative effects of all the FEMA-funded work in New Orleans.  
Dr. Rees stated that the Commission should recognize the tremendous efforts of Mr. Girard over many years of service as the Northwest Regional Archaeologist.  He specifically noted the incredible reports and level of archaeology that he has provided for Louisiana archaeology.  Dr. McGimsey acknowledged Dr. Rees comments, and asked Dr. Riser and Mr. Girard to join him.  Dr. Riser personally thanked Mr. Girard for his time and commitment, noting that he was the only Commission member who was on the Commission 26 years ago when Mr. Girard started as Regional Archaeologist.  Dr. McGimsey and Dr. Riser presented Mr. Girard with a Certificate of Appreciation from the Commission for his efforts over the last 26 years.  In addition, Dr. McGimsey presented Mr. Girard with a copy of the book, Charting Louisiana, as a small token of thanks for his work.
Mr. Jones announced that the latest issue of the Louisiana Archaeological Society Newsletter was available.

Motion:  Mr. Ray Berthelot moved that the Commission meeting be adjourned.  It was seconded by Dr. Jack Irion.  The Motion passed unanimously.
The meeting adjourned at 3:10 PM. 
