LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY
LOUISIANA AQUATIC CHELONIAN RESEARCH AND PROMOTION BOARD

SEPTEMBER 30, 2015, 10:00 A.M.

VETERANS MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM

5825 FLORIDA BOULEVARD

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA  70806

Proceeding

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Dr. Brent Robbins at 10:05 a.m.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Commissioner Strain led the board in the Pledge of Allegiance.
ROLL CALL

The roll was called by John Walther.
Members Present: Dr. Robbins representing Commissioner Strain, Keith Boudreaux, George White, Jr., Howard Spann, Sharla Morace and Kenny Davis.
Members Absent: Roy Nugent.
John Walther declared a quorum was met.

Guests Present

Dr. Jonathon Roberts (LDAF), Parrish Foote (LDAF), Dr. Mark Scurria (LDAF), Curtis Colsen (LSU Ag), Mr. Morace (Guest), Dr. Greg Lutz (LSU Ag), Dr. Elzer (LSU Ag), Dr. Diana Coulon (LSU Ag), Sue Hagius (Researcher), Stacy Welch (LDAF), Janet LeBlanc (LDAF),  Dr. Diane Stacy (Assistant State Veterinarian, LDAF), John Walther (Assistant Commissioner, LDAF), Ted Gauthier (LSU Ag), Mark Ott (LDAF), and John Gill (LDAF).
PUBLIC COMMENT
Commissioner Strain welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Sonny White requested a letter from Dr. Strain to Ralph Abrahms in support of the turtle industry.   Phil Elzer spoke on a research snag.  He requested more turtles for research; saucer size or adolescent turtles.  Greg Lutz gave an FDA update.   He invited the FDA to visit but they wanted a conference call and not an in person visit.  Greg Lutz and Phil Elzer didn’t think another call was needed.   They wanted a person to person visit.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Mr. Boudreaux made a motion to approve the minutes from the April 10, 2014 board meeting.  Ms. Morace seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimous.
Financial statements were presented to the board members. 

OLD BUSINESS
John Walther and George White spoke recommended that the number of board members be reduced to five and any licensed turtle farmer can be eligible.
MOTION

Mr. Spann made a motion of recommendation from the board to have the Chelonian Board consist of 5 members and that any licensed turtle farmer can be eligible.  Mr. Boudreaux seconded the motion. Motion was passed. 
DEPARTMENT UPDATE
Dr. Stacy spoke on issues of exporting to Hong Kong.

LSU AgCenter  
Mr. Colsen spoke on research updates from the LSU AgCenter.  His research indicated a very low numbers of salmonella in adult turtles hatched from treated eggs and turtles placed back into tank flushed with pond water tested positive for salmonella.  He also spoke on the three-part research study.
Probiotic: To date, data shows no difference in the rating of salmonella between the probiotic fed turtles and the control (commercial food).

Reproductive studies: Peptide has been made for the next large turtle study.  Dr. Lutz successfully collected a number of red-ear sliders from a pond.  The turtles range in size from 6 to 11 inches shell length.  They are being held indoors awaiting sterilization trials, but they are too large and too variable in size to be truly useful.  Dr. Lutz is hopeful the producers will be able to supply 40 suitable sized turtles in the future.
Transport trails: A few additional trials at normal and 50% density have been conducted comparing the alternative and the traditional plastic containers. All remaining hatchlings have been used repeatedly in these trials already.
Financial statements were presented to the board members.
MOTION

Mr. White made a motion to break for an executive session.  Mr. Spann seconded.  Motion passed.
The meeting closed.
MOTION 
Mr. Spann made a motion to open the meeting.   Mr. Boudreaux seconded.  Motion passed.
NEW BUSINESS
Mr. White would like the FDA to define the term “significant numbers” of salmonella cases.

LDAF has not received any information from Mexico on importation of turtles.

MOTION

Mr. White made a motion to request that the Commissioner write a letter to the FDA requesting the risk assessment for numbers of salmonella that cause human infection. Mr. Spann seconded. Motion was passed.
MOTION
Mr. Davis made a motion that the Chelonian Board voted in Executive Session to send Dr. Elzer a letter offering to pay $10,000.00 towards Curtis Colsens salary and to pay $7,500.00 for his continued research on 
turtles for one year only.  Mr. Boudreaux seconded. Motion was passed. 
PUBLIC COMMENT
None
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Howard Spann made a motion to adjourn.   Kenny White seconded the motion.  The motion passed. Meeting was dismissed at 12:00 p.m.
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