Minutes of Louisiana Board for Hearing Aid Dealers
Special Meeting

July 31, 2010

The meeting was called to order by Jane O’Donnell, Chairman at 9:11 a.m. in the Capitol Board Room at the Embassy Suites, 4914 Constitution Avenue, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  Newly appointed board member, Melinda Peat was introduced as the representative for the state health officer.

The roll was called.  Those in attendance were Jane O’Donnell, Louis Leger, Jr., Dianne Sasser, Scott Sayer, John Casanova, Dina Zeevi, Valery Garon, and Melinda Peat.  Mary K. Christy was absent.  Quorum was established.

Motion was made by Scott Sayer to bypass the Standing Committee reports, seconded by Dina Zeevi.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

Summary of correspondence was reviewed by Resa Brady, Administrative Secretary.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Motion was made by Melinda Peat, seconded by John Casanova and unanimously carried, to go in to Executive Session for the following reason:

· review complaints and ethics in advertising (misrepresentation of professional qualification and services).

Motion was made by Scott Sayer, seconded by John Casanova and unanimously carried, to come out of Executive Session to take the following actions:

Motion was made by Dina Zeevi, seconded by Melinda Peat, carried by majority vote, to have the Board review each questionable advertising item and send an official citation letter to S. S. H. C./Owner-F.B.  Motion amended by Dina Zeevi to inform that future violation will result in a fine of up to $ 25,000.00 prescribed by law and/or suspension and revocation.
Motion was made by Melinda Peat, seconded by Dina Zeevi and unanimously carried,  to send an official letter citing violation of R.S. 2442 5 (i) (c), informing future violation will result in a fine of up to 
$ 25,000.00 prescribed by law and/or suspension and revocation to A.H.H./Owner-K. S.  

Motion was made by Valery Garon, seconded by Scott Sayer, unanimously carried, that all dealers be informed by letter that the board is in process of monitory closely questionable advertising in violation of the Louisiana Licensing Act.

NEW BUSINESS
Under new business, advertisements from F. B. and K. S. were reviewed individually.  Ads meeting criteria, as established by law were cited under Sections as listed below.

F. B.
· Violation of L.R.S. §37:2442 (5).  Votes – Yes (7); No (1).
· Violation of L.R.S. §37:2442 (5) (c).  Several violations were found under this Section.  The votes were as follows:
1. Mailer – Yes (6); No (2)
2. Term “correct” – Yes (Unanimous)
3. “Find out what is causing your hearing loss could be medical diagnosis” – 
Yes – (Unanimous).

4.  Diabetes diagnosis – Biomarker Assessment Screening – Yes (7); No (1).
5.  Nationally known Licensed Hearing Instrument Specialists-moved to clarification

Yes (7); No (1).

6.  Offering free expert advice/ringing in ears – Yes (7); No (1).
7. Outside to appear misleading – hearing notice without a logo – Yes (Unanimous).

8. Clarification – what is a tinnitus screening event with tinnitus trained consultant? Yes (Unanimous).

9. In home ad is misleading – Yes (7); No (1).

10. Audioprothologist request clarification of credentials – Yes (Unanimous).

11. Listing in yellow pages under audiologists in each location.  Need clarification – who is the audiologist(s) at each location advertised – Yes (Unanimous).

Break at 2:35 p.m. – reconvene 2:50 p.m

K.S.
· Violations of L.R.S §R.S. 2442(5) – The votes were as follows:

1. Newspaper – Lunch and Learn – expose the truth about hearing aids… - Yes (Unanimous)

2. Two Million Dollar Stimulus Package – No association with Mr. Stroud shown

Yes (6); No (2)

3. 2.8 Million Package – Yes (6); No (2)

4. Advertising in newspaper after verbal agreement to discontinue advertising in this manner – Yes (6); No (2).

5. Wanted 31 qualified candidates – Yes (6); No (2).

I.H.S. Convention 
No one scheduled to attend at this time.

One Bane Clarification
Regarding the letter from the One Bane Law Firm concerning L.R.S. §R.S. 2443, Attorney Radcliff noted the act is crystal clear. 

Motion was made by Scott Sayer, seconded by John Casanova and unanimously carried, concerning the letter from Steven Lanza’s request for clarification, to go back to Section 2443 and follow verbatim.

Attorney Radcliff will forward information and Chairman O’Donnell will form letter.

Licensing Act Changes
The entire board targeted areas of concern.  Mr. Casanova agreed to head a committee to identify weaknesses in our regulatory authority.

Final Announcements
Annual meeting to be held January 27-28, 2011 in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.

Motion was made by Valery Garon, seconded by Melinda Peat and unanimously carried, to adjourn at the meeting 5:18 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Resa Brady

Administrative Secretary 

______________________________

