

Special Meeting Minutes
December 7, 2015

Vice President Leward Henry called to order the Special Meeting of the Terrebonne Levee and Conservation District at the office located at 220 Clendenning Road, Houma, Louisiana 70363, on December 7, 2015, at 5:05 P.M.

The Opening Prayer was led by Angela Rains, and the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Commissioner Leward Henry.

Upon roll call by Ms. Rains, Commissioners recorded as present were: Carl Chauvin, Buddy Daisy, Darrin Guidry, Leward Henry, Steve Ledet, Jack Moore, and Howard Pinkston.  Commissioner Tony Alford is recorded as absent.  Lee Shaffer is recorded as entering the proceedings at 5:23 p.m.

Under Public, landowners Mike and Kaye LeBlanc, and Joe Cristiano addressed the board regarding the Falgout Canal Freshwater Enhancement Project.

Under Executive Director’s Report, Mr. Dupre asked the board to authorize Resolution 15-032 authorizing TLCD administration and legal to proceed with acquiring necessary land rights for the Falgout Canal Freshwater Enhancement Project (CIAP Project) pursuant to a Cooperative Endeavor Agreement between TLCD and TPCG on October 5, 2013.

Ms. Rains read the resolution into the record as follows: “TLCD Resolution No. 15-032 - a Resolution to authorize the acquisition of sites and/or servitudes required for the Falgout Canal Freshwater Enhancement Coastal Impact Assistance Program (CIAP) Project; to authorize the attorney for the Terrebonne Levee and Conservation District to commence expropriation in accordance with the law in the event the sites and/or servitudes necessary for the project cannot be obtained amicably; authorize the executive director of the Terrebonne  Levee and Conservation District to execute any and all documents necessary for the said purposes;  to declare that the taking, if required, is necessary or useful for the benefit of the public and the district’s integrated coastal protection system; and to provide for other matters relative thereo. WHEREAS, Louisiana Revised Statute 38:351 provides: “in addition to the methods and procedures for acquisition or utilization of servitudes for levee and related purposes by levee districts . . ., whenever any levee district . . . cannot appropriate or amicably acquire immovable property needed for levee purposes, including but not limited to . . . integrated coastal protection projects, the levee district . . . may acquire the property by expropriation prior to judgment in 
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accordance with the provisions of this Part[;]” and WHEREAS, the Terrebonne Levee and 
Conservation District (“District”) entered into an Intergovernmental Agreement with the Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government (“TPCG”) on October 9, 2013, for the purposes of cooperating, at TPCG’s expense, in the acquisition through expropriation authorized under La. R.S. 38:351, et seq., certain servitudes necessary for the CIAP Falgout Canal Freshwater Enhancement Project (“Project”) in order to expedite coastal protection; and WHEREAS, the Project includes construction/modification of an inlet structure at a site located on the Houma Navigational Canal north of Falgout Canal, along with channel improvements, as necessary, to improve efficiency of freshwater flow within the basin area; and WHEREAS, the Project also includes the improvement and/or replacement of existing structures along Falgout Canal as necessary to facilitate operation and maintenance concerns; and WHEREAS, the Project entails the acquisition of 28 temporary servitudes, each with terms of 18 months; and WHEREAS, while TPCG fully intends to amicably acquire land rights whenever possible, indications are that up to 25% of the tract owners may not amicably participate, based on historical experiences; and WHEREAS, TPCG has extensively examined this project and firmly believes that the project will benefit the health, safety, and welfare of the general public by protecting, and enhancing a declining estuarine habitat of significance; and WHEREAS, the Project construction is estimated to take 9-12 months; and to meet this schedule, all land rights must be acquired by December 1, 2015; and WHEREAS, TPCG is calling upon District to use “quick take” expropriation for those limited cases wherein the TPCG is unable to amicably acquire servitudes after making good faith efforts; and WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of the District find that the expropriation of those sites and/or servitudes which the TPCG cannot obtain amicably is necessary or useful for the purposes of facilitating the construction of the said Project, and that the acquisition of such sites and/or servitudes are necessary for the purposes of the District, including its integrated coastal protection system; and NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the Terrebonne Levee and Conservation District on behalf of the District that the District’s Administration is hereby authorized to work with the TPCG, at TPCG’s expense, to acquire any and all servitudes that are required to facilitate construction of the Falgout Canal Freshwater Enhancement Coastal Impact Assistance Program (CIAP) Project; that the Attorney for the District is hereby authorized to institute expropriation and/or any other legal proceedings necessary to acquire the necessary sites and servitudes which this Board, on behalf of the District, has determined are necessary and useful for the herein described purposes; and that the Executive Director of the District is hereby authorized and empowered for and on behalf of a the District to execute documents necessary for the above stated purpose.”
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Mr. Dupre then explained the process of appropriation versus expropriation, and the process of quick-take expropriation as it pertains to levee districts in Louisiana.  

Kevin Rizzo with T. Baker Smith explained the hydrology of the Falgout Canal Freshwater Diversion Project.

Al Levron, TPCG Parish Manager, addressed the board regarding the Falgout Canal Freshwater Project.

There was a motion by Commissioner Guidry, and seconded by Commissioner Shaffer, to pass Resolution No. 15-032.  A roll call vote was called for on the motion. The vote thereon was as follows: Yeas: Chauvin, Daisy, Guidry, Henry, Ledet, Moore, Pinkston, and Shaffer. Nays: None. Absent and/or not voting: Alford. The motion passed.

Mr. Dupre discussed the results of quotes accepted for dry docking repairs to the HNC “Bubba Dove” Structure.

Hilary Thibodeaux with CB&I is recommending the awarding of this work to LeBeouf Brothers Towing in the amount of $355,560.36.  

There was a motion by Commissioner Ledet, to award the quote for emergency repairs, modifications, transportation, and labor for maintenance painting of the HNC “Bubba Dove” barge floodgate to LeBeouf Brothers Towing, LLC, in the amount of $355,560.36, and to authorize the executive Director, with concurrence of TLCD’s attorney, program manager, and board president or the chairman of the Budget & Finance Committee, to approve any additional unforeseen repairs needed. Seconded: Chauvin. The motion passed.

Under President’s Report, there was nothing to report.

There being no further business to come before the board, it was moved by Commissioner Moore, seconded by Commissioner Daisy, motion carried, to adjourn the December 7, 2015, Special Meeting of the Terrebonne Levee and Conservation District at 6:04 P.M.

____________________________			___________________________	
Leward Henry, Vice President			Angela Rains, Secretary
