Fifth Louisiana Levee District

November 14, 2012

The Board of Commissioners for the Fifth Louisiana Levee District met in regular session on Wednesday, November 14, 2012, at the Levee Board Office, 102 Burnside Drive, Tallulah, LA at 9:00 a.m.  President Reynold Minsky called the meeting to order.  Commissioners Sam Hill, James Kelly, Barry Maxwell, and Jack Varner answered roll call.
Visitors included Paul Colquette, LA DOTD; Yvonne Lewis, Madison Journal; and Billy Ray Hodge from Madison Parish.
The Board reviewed bids for the agricultural lease of approximately 40 acres in Madison Parish.  On motion by Commissioner Hill, 2nd by Commissioner Varner, the Board approved the high-bid submitted by Billy Ray Hodge.

On motion by Commissioner Hill, 2nd by Commissioner Varner, the Board approved minutes from the October 10, 2012 meeting. Commissioners reviewed and approved claims submitted for October, on motion by Commissioner Maxwell, 2nd by Commissioner Kelly.  Commissioners reviewed financial statements for October.

The Board considered a request from Big River Oil Field seeking permission to drill a depth of 3100’ in explorations of hydrocarbons approximately 535’ from the toe of the Mainline Mississippi River Levee in Concordia Parish.  On motion by Commissioner Maxwell, 2nd by Commissioner Hill, approval was granted subject to USACE and DOTD approval.

On motion by Commissioner Maxwell, 2nd by Commissioner Hill, the Board approved a permit request from PEG Bandwidth seeking permission to directional drill fiber cables along the Tensas River.  Approval was granted subject to USACE and DOTD approval.


The Board considered a permit request from Southern Natural Gas seeking permission to remove a 16” line and to replace a 24” line over the Mississippi River in East Carroll parish.  On motion by Commissioner Hill, 2nd by Commissioner Maxwell, approval was granted subject to USACE and DOTD approval.

On motion by Commissioner Maxwell, 2nd by Commissioner Kelly, the Board voted to support the proposed Concordia Parish Property Tax Millage to cover the costs of maintenance, operation, and upkeep of the Black River Lake & Brushy Bayou Flood Control Structures.

There being no other business to consider, the meeting was adjourned on motion by Commissioner Varner, 2nd by Commissioner Hill.
