Fifth Louisiana Levee District

January 8, 2014

The Board of Commissioners for the Fifth Louisiana Levee District met in regular session on Wednesday, January 8, 2014, at the Levee Board Office, 102 Burnside Drive, Tallulah, LA at 9:00 a.m.  President Reynold Minsky called the meeting to order.  Commissioners Scott Tiffee, Sam Hill, John David Frith, Barry Maxwell, and Jack Varner answered roll call.
Visitors included Paul Colquette and Ryan McMillan, LA DOTD; Rick Shelton , USACE;  Yvonne Lewis, Madison Journal; and Paxton Branch, Madison Parish.
On motion by Commissioner Varner, 2nd by Commissioner Hill, Board voted to retain the current officers with Reynold Minsky serving as President, and James Kelly serving as Vice-President.


On motion by Commissioner Maxwell, 2nd by Commissioner Tiffee, the Board approved minutes from the November 13, 2013, meeting. Commissioners reviewed and approved claims submitted for November and December, on motion by Commissioner Frith, 2nd by Commissioner Hill.  Commissioners reviewed financial statements for November and December.

The Board considered a request from Pecano Plantation seeking permission to install an irrigation well and 12” piping within 1500 feet of the Mainline Mississippi River Levee in Tensas Parish.  On motion by Commissioner Frith, 2nd by Commissioner Tiffee, approval was granted subject to USACE and DOTD approval.

The Board reviewed resolution giving James Paxton, attorney, right to expropriate rights-of-way required for construction in conjunction with Flood Control/Mississippi River & Tributaries, West Bank Mississippi River Levees, Public Law 112-77, Point Pleasant-Yucatan, Item 407-R, Davis Landing, Tensas Parish, Louisiana.  The Board ratified the resolution on motion by Commissioner Frith, 2nd by Commissioner Varner.


The Board reviewed resolution giving USACE, Vicksburg District, additional rights-of-entry, including ingress and egress, in East Carroll Parish for a two-year period beginning December 13, 2013, in connection with FC/MR&T, WBMRL, East Carroll, Louisiana, Henderson seepage control Item 464-R.  The Board ratified the resolution on motion by Commissioner Frith, 2nd by Commissioner Varner.



On motion by Commissioner Maxwell, 2nd by Commissioner Hill, Board members voted to start advertising for General Insurance in February.

The Board reviewed a letter from Billy Ray Hodge asking the Fifth La Levee District consider swapping a 40 acre tract of land with a comparable 40 acre parcel outside of Mr. Hodge’s farm.  On motion by Commissioner Varner, 2nd by Commissioner Hill, the Board agreed to look further into the proposal and to advertise for a potential swap.

There being no other business to consider, the meeting was adjourned on motion by Commissioner Varner, 2nd by Commissioner Maxwell.
