Fifth Louisiana Levee District

April 6, 2015

The Board of Commissioners for the Fifth Louisiana Levee District met in regular session on Monday, April 6, 2015, at the Levee Board Office, 102 Burnside Drive, Tallulah, LA at 9:00 a.m.  President Reynold Minsky called the meeting to order.  Commissioners Scott Tiffee, John David Frith, Sam Hill, James Kelly, Barry Maxwell, Jack Varner and Pat Mabray answered roll call.

Visitors included Ryan McMillan and Sam Hodge from LA DOTD; Rick Shelton from USACE; James Paxton, D.A; and Adam Thames with Taylor, Porter, Brooks & Phillips LLP.


Bid opening for 557 acres in Concordia was postponed until June 10th meeting due to a publishing error.  No action required.

After no public comments were made, the Board approved March minutes on a motion by Commissioner Kelly, 2nd by Commissioner Maxwell.

Commissioners reviewed and approved claims submitted for March on motion by Commissioner Maxwell, 2nd by Commissioner Frith, after hearing no public comments.  Commissioners reviewed financial statements for March.

By roll call vote, members voted to approve resolution adopting the 2015 update to the Levee District’s Emergency Procedure Manual, as required by LA RS 38:319.  All commissioners present voted YES.  No public comments were offered.

On motion by Commissioner Mabray, 2nd by Commissioner Hill, the Board approved the permit request from Concordia Electric seeking permission to relocate power line as a result of levee enlargement Item 374-R.  Approval was granted subject to USACE and DOTD approval.  No public comments were offered.


After hearing no public comments, the Board approved permit request on motion from Commissioner Mabray, 2nd by Commissioner Varner, from Tensas Garden Club seeking permission to utilize levee embankment as a wildflower habitat and to postpone mowing until the 1st day of July from Levee Station 5965+00 to 5980+00 in Tensas Parish.  Approval was granted subject to USACE and DOTD approval.


Board approved resolution to appropriate rights-of-way required for construction in conjunction with Flood Control/Mississippi River and Tributaries, West Bank Mississippi River Levees, Waterproof to Upper Lake Concordia, Louisiana, Levee Enlargement and Berms, Item 374-R, Concordia Parish, as shown on USACE Map File No. M-15-1084.  Commissioner Maxwell abstained; remaining commissioners present voted YES.


After discussion with Levee District Attorney, James Paxton and Adam Thames concerning ownership claim to Island 15, Bondurant or Towhead Island, Levee District was asked to sign a quit-claim deed.  After hearing no public comments, on Motion by Commissioner Maxwell, 2nd by Commissioner Varner, Board agreed to authorize signature so long as Levee District has no legal interest which will be determined by Levee District Attorney.

There being no other business to consider, the meeting was adjourned on motion by Commissioner Mabray, 2nd by Commissioner Frith.
