Fifth Louisiana Levee District

April 11, 2012

The Board of Commissioners for the Fifth Louisiana Levee District met in regular session on Wednesday, April 11, 2012, at the Levee Board Office, 102 Burnside Drive, Tallulah, LA at 9:00 a.m.  President Reynold Minsky called the meeting to order.  Commissioners Scott Tiffee, Sam Hill, James Kelly, Barry Maxwell, Jack Varner, and Pat Mabray answered roll call.
Visitors included Paul Colquette, LA DOTD; Rick Shelton and James Harper, USACE; and James Paxton, District Attorney. 

On motion by Commissioner Hill, 2nd by Commissioner Varner, the Board approved minutes from the March meeting. Commissioners reviewed and approved claims submitted for March, on motion by Commissioner Mabray, 2nd by Commissioner Tiffee.  Commissioners reviewed financial statements for March.

Commissioners considered advertising for bids for recreational leases that expire June 30, 2012.  On motion by Commissioner Maxwell, 2nd by Commissioner Mabray, the Board voted to advertise with bids to be taken June 13, 2012.

The Board reviewed resolution giving USACE, Vicksburg District, rights-of-entry, including ingress and egress, in East Carroll Parish for a two-year period beginning April 30, 2012, in conjunction with seepage control near Wilson Point.  On motion by Commissioner Kelly, 2nd by Commissioner Hill, Board approved resolution.

The Board reviewed resolution giving USACE, Vicksburg District, rights-of-entry, including ingress and egress, in Concordia  Parish for a two-year period beginning April 30, 2012, in conjunction with Waterproof to Upper Lake Concordia, Louisiana, Levee Enlargement and Berms, Item 374-R and 377-R, Concordia Parish, Louisiana.  On motion by Commissioner Kelly, 2nd by Commissioner Tiffee, Board approved resolution.

The Board reviewed resolution giving USACE, Vicksburg District, rights-of-entry, including ingress and egress, in Tensas Parish for a two-year period beginning April 30, 2012, in conjunction with Reset Items, Kemp Bend and Lake St. Joe, Tensas Parish, Louisiana.  On motion by Commissioner Kelly, 2nd by Commissioner Varner, Board approved resolution.

The Board reviewed resolution giving Carlyle P. Killen, attorney, right to expropriate rights-of-way required for construction of Mississippi River and Tributaries, Reid Bedford-Kings Point, La, Levee Enlargement and Berms, Item 422-R in Madison Parish, as shown on USACE Map File No. M15-975.  On motion by Commissioner Varner, 2nd by Commissioner Hill, Board approved resolution.

The Board considered a request from Belle Exploration seeking a change to permit issued on December 19, 2011, giving permission to cross the Mainline Mississippi River Levee with a pipeline crossing in Concordia Parish.  On motion by Commissioner Varner, 2nd by Commissioner Tiffee, the Board approved permit subject to USACE and DOTD review.


The Board considered a request from Concordia Electric seeking permission to relocate a power line in Concordia Parish.  On motion by Commissioner Varner, 2nd by Commissioner Hill, the Board approved permit subject to USACE and DOTD review.

By roll-call vote, all members voted to enter executive session to discuss settlement options involving pending lawsuit.  Also, by roll-call vote, all members voted to leave executive session.

On motion by Commissioner Varner, 2nd by Commissioner Hill, Board voted to accept settlement offer presented by District Attorney, James Paxton.



There being no other business to consider, the meeting was adjourned on motion by Commissioner Varner, 2nd by Commissioner Tiffee.

