WEST ST. MARY PARISH PORT, HARBOR AND TERMINAL DISTRICT

MEETING MINUTES

DECEMBER 2, 2014

6:00 P.M.

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Ralph Longman, President of the Port Commission.  Mr. Willie Peters led in the Pledge of Allegiance.  A roll call resulted in the following:

Present:                                                   Absent:

Tad Blevins                                             Greg Paul

Calvin Deshotel                                      Phil Bell

Ralph Longman

Joseph Tabb

Willie Peters

Wayne Stevens

Will Terry

Also present at the meeting were Ms. Marguerite Robinson of Teche Talk, Mr. Paul Naquin, St. Mary Parish President, Mr. Jude Hebert of Cleco, Mr. Reid Miller of Miller Engineers, Mr. Eric Duplantis, Port Attorney, Mr. David Allain, Executive Director and Ms. Rebecca Pellerin, Office Manager of the Port Commission.

A motion was made by Mr. Tabb to dispense with the reading of the November 4, 2014 meeting minutes and to accept the same.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Peters and carried unanimously.
Mr. Paul Naquin wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year  and commented on the work he observed being done at the Industrial Park.  Mr. Peters asked Mr. Naquin about the possibility of having a turnaround near the Baldwin exit on Highway 90 that would give access to the Industrial Park.  Mr. Naquin said that once the Industrial Park is built, the Port and the Parish could make a request for improved access from Highway 90.  Mr. Jude Hebert with Cleco commended the Port Commission members for doing a great job and that he looks forward to working with them.

Mr. Allain reported that the salary committee met recently and recommends that the two clerical workers in the office be granted a 2% increase per year for a five year period effective January 1, 2015.A motion was made by Mr. Peters to grant this increase and to approve the amended budget as presented.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Blevins and carried unanimously.

Mr. Allain reported on the Industrial Park - the work is progressing and he encouraged the Commissioners to visit the Industrial Park to see the work being done.  Mr. Allain reported that bids  were received and opened yesterday for the installation of the waterline at the Industrial Park.  Mr. Miller reported that three bids were received as follows:  Southern Constructors - $155,482.00, Gray Construction - $164,989.80 and Byron Talbot Contractor - $210,905.00.  Southern Constructors was the  low bidder, Mr. Miller said they have worked with this company before and if funds are available, they recommend that a contract be signed with Southern Constructors.  He said that the Engineer's estimate was $150,000 and feels comfortable that the bid is within where it was expected.  Mr. Allain said Delta Regional Authority funds in the amount of $150,000 have been designated for the waterline.  A motion was made by Mr. Deshotel to award the installation of the waterline to the low bid of Southern Constructors in the amount of $155,482.00.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Stevens and carried unanimously.  Mr. Miller will prepare the necessary contracts and get everything signed.
Mr. Miller reported that Maintenance Dredging at the Port Site is out for bid.  Six sets of plans have been picked up today and bids will be received on December 22, 2014 at 10:00 a.m. at the Port Commission office.  Mr. Allain said that he would schedule a special meeting on December 22 to follow the bid opening to address the bids.
Mr. Blevins asked if the buoys had been put out yet.  Mr. Allain responded that DLS plans to pull the existing pilings up sometime this week.  The existing pilings must be removed before the buoys can be placed.
There being no further business to be discussed, a motion was made by Deshotel to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Peters and carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 6:11 p.m.

                                                                                      Signed ___________________________________

                                                                                                    Wayne Stevens, Secretary

