WEST ST. MARY PARISH PORT, HARBOR AND TERMINAL DISTRICT
MEETING MINUTES

JUNE 7, 2011

6:00 P.M.

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Tad Blevins, President of the Port Commission.   Mr. Blevins called for a moment of silence to remember Mr. Robert Simoneaux, spouse of Ms. Shyra Simoneaux, employee of the Port of West St. Mary and who also worked at the Port.  Mr. Simoneaux passed away recently.  A moment of silence was observed in honor of Mr. Simoneaux.  Mr. Wayne Stevens led in the Pledge of Allegiance.  A roll call resulted in the following:
Present:                                            Absent:

Tad Blevins                                       Greg Paul

Calvin Deshotel

Ralph Longman

John Lockett

Willie Peters

Wayne Stevens

Phil Bell

Will Terry

Also present at the meeting were Ms. Lanie Borel of Cleco, Ms. Marguerite Robinson of Teche Talk, Mr. Paul Naquin – President of St. Mary Parish Council, Ms. Hope Rurik of the Daily Iberian, Mr. Roger Stouff of the Franklin Banner, Mr. Eric Duplantis, Port Attorney, Mr. David Allain, Special Assistant, Ms. Donna Louviere, Secretary of the Port Commission and Ms. Rebecca Pellerin, Office Manager of the Port Commission.
A motion was made by Mr. Terry to dispense with the reading of the May 3, 2011 meeting and to accept the same.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Longman and carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Mr. Longman to go into Public Session and to ask if anyone had any comments on anything on the agenda.  Mr. Peters seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  Mr. Paul Naquin gave a report on the sunken vessel in the Baldwin Charenton Navigational Canal.  Mr. Naquin reported that the barge will go to Sheriff Sale and whoever bids the highest amount will receive possession of the barge with no liens against it.  He said hopefully the barge will go to Sheriff’s Sale in approximately two months.  Once someone has possession of the barge, it can be removed.

Mr. Blevins reported that there were no other comments from the public.  A motion was made by Mr. Stevens to go back into regular session.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Peters and carried unanimously.  The Port Commission meeting went back into regular session.
Mr. Allain reported that the Louisiana Compliance Questionnaire for the annual audit was received yesterday and was not able to be included on the Port Commission agenda.  Mr. Eric Duplantis, Port Attorney explained the procedure to allow Public Bodies to expand their agendas when an item is important enough to add to an agenda after the agendas have been printed.  He further explained that to add an item to an agenda, a unanimous vote of the members of the body to go into public session is needed.  Upon unanimous vote the question is  posed if anyone has any comment about the expansion of the agenda, if there are none a motion is made to go back into public session.    A motion was made by Mr. Longman to go into public session to ask if anyone had any comments about the Louisiana Compliance Questionnaire for the Annual Audit being added to the agenda.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Terry and carried unanimously.  There were no comments or questions regarding the expansion of the agenda.  Mr. Longman made a motion to go back into regular session.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Stevens and carried unanimously.  A motion was made by Mr. Peters to expand the agenda.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Deshotel and carried unanimously.  Mr. Peters made a motion to execute the Louisiana Compliance Questionnaire.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Lockett and carried unanimously.
Mr. Allain reported that the Port is leasing dock space to Garber Brothers of Morgan City and the vessels have been docked at the Port for approximately one month.  Dock rental is charged at $25 per day per vessel.  
A motion was made by Mr. Terry to adopt the water rates proposed at last month’s meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Peters and carried unanimously.

Mr. Allain reported on Mr. Peters’ question regarding the water well at the Port for the Port’s water plant.  Mr. Allain reported that there is one water well and one motor.  Mr. Allain contacted two local companies for pricing on adding another well.  Also included in the proposals to add another well, was pricing for the annual maintenance and inspection of the existing well.  A motion was made by Mr. Terry to allow Mr. Allain to have the existing well tested.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Peters and carried unanimously.  

Regarding Port Infrastructure, Mr. Allain reported that he is working with Mr. Ed Meyer of Gulf Coast Broad Band toward the location of a broad band tower at the Port.  Mr. Meyer had to have the tower checked and x-rayed in order that proper St. Mary Parish permits could be obtained. Mr. Meyer contacted Mr. Allain today and reported that the tower passed all inspections and it has been painted and sandblasted.  Mr. Allain said that Miller Engineers would now go over the wind loads and check to make sure that the foundation that is being proposed is sufficient for the tower.  The preliminary cost estimate for the concrete for the tower is approximately $1,800.  The proposed location of the tower is behind the sign at the entrance of the Port.
Mr. Allain is still exploring the possibility of providing natural gas to the Port area and will report back when he has more information.

Mr. Bell gave a report on a potential prospect. He directed the Commissioners to information in their meeting packets on a Rwandan Embassy trade conference and also an upcoming Kenyan trade conference in July.  The potential prospects are interested in solar energy power stations and solar panels.  The Commission thanked Mr. Bell for his presentation.
Regarding Office Personnel – Proposed Salary Adjustments, Mr. Terry made a motion to table this item until next month’s meeting and to place this item on the agenda for next month’s meeting.  He also requested that Mr. Blevins appoint a committee of four to evaluate employee compensation and to report to the Board at next month’s meeting with their recommendations and that at least three members of the committee attend the committee meeting out of the four.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Longman and carried unanimously.  Mr. Blevins appointed Mr. Wil Terry, Mr. Ralph Longman, Mr. Calvin Deshotel to the Committee and said that he would serve on the Committee as well.  A meeting of this Committee was scheduled for the following day at 12:00 noon at the Port Commission office.

The Budget Adjustment item was also tabled until next month’s meeting.

A motion was made by Mr. Terry to send letters of no objection to the Corps of Engineers and Louisiana Department of Natural Resources on behalf of AT & T COE, St. Mary Parish Levee District Hanson Canal, Yellow Bayou, Franklin Canal and Hanson Canal North.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Stevens and carried unanimously.

There being no further business to be discussed, a motion was made by Mr. Stevens to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Peters and carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 6:33 p.m.

                                                                                                  Signed __________________________________

                                                                                                                Ralph Longman, Secretary   
