WEST ST. MARY PARISH PORT, HARBOR & TERMINAL DISTRICT

MEETING MINUTES

MARCH 11, 2014

6:00 P.M.

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Ralph Longman, President of the Port Commission.  Mr. Joseph Tabb led in the Pledge of Allegiance.  A roll call resulted in the following:

Present:                                                                  Absent:

Tad Blevins                                                            Wilson Terry

Calvin Deshotel

Ralph Longman

Greg Paul

Joseph Tabb

Willie Peters

Wayne Stevens

Phil Bell

Also present at the meeting were Mr. Roger Stouff of the Franklin Banner, Ms. Marguerite Robinson of Teche Talk, Mr. Eric Duplantis, Port Attorney, Mr. Reid Miller of Miller Engineers, Mr. David Allain, Executive Director, Ms. Donna Louviere, Secretary and Ms. Rebecca Pellerin, Office Manager of the Port Commission.

A motion was made by Mr. Tabb to dispense with the reading of the February 4, 2014 meeting minutes and to accept the same.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Peters and carried unanimously.  
Mr. Longman asked for Public Comment- there was none.

Mr. Allain reported that he continues to communicate with a possible tenant for the Port’s Industrial Park.  He was first contacted by a search firm from Canada hired by the company to look at properties along the coast.  Mr. Allain supplied requested information and has been in contact with the company.  He was told that it would take approximately two weeks to make a decision as they are looking at another potential site.  The company did have concerns about the pipelines that run through the Industrial Park site but Mr. Allain explained that he supplied them with information regarding the pipelines and feels that the concerns have been met.  Mr. Allain has requested a meeting with all of the stakeholders for the purpose of presenting all of the incentive programs offered on State and Federal levels.  Mr. Allain said that he would keep the Commissioners informed.
Mr. Allain reported on Aids to Navigation.  He did research on pilings versus buoys.  The buoys are much cheaper than the pilings.  In speaking with the Coast Guard, he was informed that buoys are less likely to be knocked down than the pilings by barge traffic.  The channel markers were redone approximately six years ago and most were probably damaged by barge traffic.  The buoys are approximately $240 each, including chain and cement but do not include installation.  Fifteen buoys are needed for a total cost of $3800 plus the cost of installation.  A request to replace the Channel Markers must be made to the U.S. Coast Guard.  The cost of the pilings is $3600 each and does not include day boards.  Discussion followed.  Mr. Allain said existing pilings may need to be removed and that he would contact the Coast Guard regarding this issue.  It was decided to move forward with the replacement of the channel markers with buoys.
Mr. Allain reported that sealed bids will be opened at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, March 12, 2014 for the sale of the Port’s old tractor as advertised over the last thirty days.  He said notices were sent out as a Public Meeting and if a quorum is present, the Commission may vote to award to the highest bidder.  He reported that approximately four to five bid forms have been requested and two sealed bids have been received.

There being no further business to be discussed, a motion was made by Mr. Deshotel to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Stevens and carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 6:12 p.m.

                                                                         Signed __________________________________

                                                                                      Wayne Stevens, Secretary

