


WEST ST. MARY PARISH PORT, HARBOR & TERMINAL DISTRICT

MEETING MINUTES

MARCH 5, 2013

6:00 P.M.



The meeting was called to order by Mr. Calvin Deshotel, President of the Port Commission.  Mr. Ralph Longman led in the Pledge of Allegiance.   A roll call resulted in the following:

Present:                                                      Absent:

Phil Bell                                                       Joseph Tabb	
Tad Blevins
Calvin Deshotel
Greg Paul
Willie Peters
Ralph Longman
Wayne Stevens
Will Terry

Also present at the meeting were Ms. Marguerite Robinson of Teche Talk, Mr. Roger Stouff of the Franklin Banner, Mr. Ted McIntyre of Marine Turbine Technologies, Mr. Eric Duplantis, Port Attorney, Mr. David Allain, Executive Director of the Port Commission and Ms. Donna Louviere, Secretary of the Port Commission.

A motion was made by Mr. Terry to dispense with the reading of the February 5, 2013 meeting minutes and to accept the same as presented.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Longman and carried unanimously.

Mr. Ted McIntyre of Marine Turbine Technologies gave the Commission an update on recent developments at the Port.  They are working on power generation for the Fracing equipment and they are also working on a project for Shell along with several other projects.  He said that they will probably increase their payroll by another ten or fifteen people in the next ninety days.  He said that they should be utilizing the parking lot the Port provided for them soon and invited the Commissioners to come and visit their facility.

Mr. Deshotel asked for a moment of silence for Mr. Owen Mire, a Charter Port Commissioner who passed away recently.  A motion was made by Mr. Stevens with a second from Mr. Paul to honor Mr. Mire with a Resolution of Respect for his many years of dedicated service to the Port of West St. Mary.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Allain gave his Executive Director’s Report:  a survey was conducted on the Port‘s railroad track by Trac Works and several areas were found to be in need of repair.  Mr. Allain received a proposal from Trac Works for items needing immediate attention for the sum of $18,320.00 and further work to keep the infrastructure intact for the sum of $35,121.00, including over 200 railroad ties that need to be replaced.  A motion was made by Mr. Longman to amend the budget to allow 10% over the amount in the proposals for the repairs to the railroad track and to increase the budget to $60,000.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Bell and carried unanimously.

Regarding National Oilwell Varco, Mr. Allain reported that he, Mr. Blevins and Mr. Deshotel have been negotiating with National Oilwell Varco for approximately one and a half years or longer on the renewal of their lease at the Port of West St. Mary.  NOV is interested in consolidating their coastal operations from twelve to four big operations.  Mr. Allain has offered the Industrial Park as a possible site for their consolidation operations.  Mr. Allain said that in December of 2012 he received correspondence from NOV that they were interested in entering into a contract for another five year lease on the existing building at the Port and were interested in the Industrial Park for their consolidation.  In January of this year those plans changed from five years to two years and Mr. Allain advised them that the Port has a standard lease of five years.  In the last month and a half, he has had little or no conversation with them.  The lease with NOV expires on March 31, 2013. Mr. Allain said that MTT is interested in leasing the NOV building.  Discussion followed.  The Commission agreed that they wanted to stay with the five year lease and gave Mr. Allain the authority to communicate with National Oilwell Varco and to report back at next month’s meeting.

Mr. Allain reported that representatives of Superior Fabricators are negotiating with potential buyers for the properties.  

Mr. Allain reminded the Commissioners that their Financial Disclosure Reports are due by May 15, 2013.

Mr. Allain reported that Mr. Eric Duplantis has been the Port’s Attorney since 1985 and commended him for a job well done.  Mr. Allain recommended increasing Mr. Duplantis’ fee from $125 per hour to $175 per hour (the standard fee for attorneys representing ports and is also what the Attorney General’s Schedule shows for an attorney with twenty years of experience). The Commissioners agreed to increase Mr. Duplantis’ fee to $175 per hour.  A motion was made by Mr. Stevens to request approval from the Attorney General’s Office to sign a contract increasing Mr. Duplantis’ attorney’s fees to $175 per hour.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Peters and carried unanimously.

Mr. Duplantis announced that former Port Commission Member and Charter Member Allen Borne’s son, Vincent Borne, will have an official ceremony for becoming a Judge of the 16th Judicial District on 
March 6th, at the St. Mary Parish Courthouse, he invited everyone to attend.

There being no further business to be discussed, a motion was made by Mr. Terry to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Stevens and the meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m.


                                                                                                Signed ___________________________________
                                                                                                             Willie Peters, Secretary
