SOUTH TANGIPAHOA PARISH PORT COMMISSION
MONDAY, September 17, 2012– 12:00 NOON

MINUTES REGULAR MEETING
President Daryl Ferrara called the meeting to order at 12:00 noon on Monday, September 17, 2012 at the office of the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission, 163 W. Hickory Street, Ponchatoula, Louisiana.
Commissioners Present:  Don Boihem, Daryl Ferrara, Mark Griggs, Lucas Watkins and Michael Williams


                                 
Absent:  None
Others Present:  Patrick Dufresne, Director; Helen A. Muller, Secretary; Lee Barends, Andre Coudrain, Anthony Odak, William Evans, Michael Patorno, Stacy Neal, Don Ellzey, Action News and Loretta Joiner with the Hammond Daily Star.
Visitors were introduced and welcomed.  
Hearing no public comments, the president then asked for a motion to adopt the agenda.
It was moved by Commissioner Williams and seconded by Commissioner Watkins that the Commission adopt the Agenda as presented.  Motion passed. Yeas:  Ferrara, Boihem, Griggs, Watkins and Williams   Nays:  None   Absent:  None 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

It was moved by Commissioner Boihem, seconded by Commissioner Williams, that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission adopt the minutes, as presented, of its meeting held on Monday, August 13, 2012. Motion passed.  Yeas: Ferrara, Boihem, Griggs, Watkins and Williams Nays:  None   Absent:  None
TREASURER’S REPORT:  
Ms. Lee Barends, bookkeeper, presented the Financial Statements for the period ending August 31, 2012. She reported that the total revenues were $ 26,542.18 and the total expenses were $52,146.67, leaving a negative net income of $ 25,604.49. It was noted that the rental income increase amount shown was for both August and September, which was posted on last day of August.  The Year-to-Date Income Statement compared with Budget report was reviewed and a meeting will be held to address proposed amendments to budget for reviewing at the November meeting. 
It was moved by Commissioner Watkins and seconded by Commissioner Boihem that the Commission approve the financials, as presented, for the month ending August 31, 2012.  Motion  passed.  Yeas:  Ferrara, Boihem, Griggs, Watkins and Williams   Nays:  None    Absent:  None
OLD BUSINESS:

1.  DOTD - Port Priority State Project: SPN 578-53-0012 (321)

     a) Bulkhead Project Update 

William Evans, project engineer, presented the contract documents and specifications, for Port Manchac, SPN 578-53-0012/H.003600 (322 ) Port Improvements, Bulkhead, Yard Hard Surfacing and Rail improvements. Phase II - Yard Hard Surfacing, Bulkhead and Backfill (Phase II of SPN a578-53-0012).  Discussed were pending potential modifications to the bulkhead project, to include a dock fender system and mooring dolphins to accommodate perspective tenant, prior to advertising request for bid proposals  
 2.  Invoice Payment Approval 
Treasurer Watkins presented the following invoice for the Commissioners’ review and payment approval.

         a)  URS- Bulkhead Project- Inv. 5218155 Amt. $10,829.85

         b)  Capital One – (Statement July 16-Aug.15) $80.44

         c)  RAM Computer – Inv. 14210  Amt. $100.00

        d)  Cashe Coudrain & Sandage – Inv. 90939 Amt. $ 717.50 and Inv. # 90940 Amt.$87.50      

It was moved by Commissioner Boihem, seconded by Commissioner Griggs, that the Commission approve payment

on the invoices presented by Treasurer Watkins.  Motion passed.  Roll call vote 4 Yeas: Boihem, Ferrara, Griggs, Watkins,  and Williams; Nays: 0  Absent: 0
3. Prospective Tenant (s) Update
      a)  Resolution

The port director informed the Commission that the contractor that was awarded the rock jetty project, as previously discussed, will not need the Port Manchac site at this time. They will be handling their rock material by barge at another location.  In addition to that project, the director was contacted by Stone Oil Company who has an interest in the Port site for its operations. Mr. Tony Odak, Vice-President of Operations for John W. Stone, Oil Distributor, L.L.C., gave a Power Point presentation illustrating an overview on the company’s operations at various locations along the mighty Mississippi and Gulf Coast areas. The presentation was very informative and impressive. Stone Oil Company representatives have an interest in seeking/negotiating for a short and long-term lease agreement for trans-loading petroleum products from rail to truck/barge at the Port Manchac terminal.  The port director requested that a resolution be approved for authorization to negotiate with Stone Oil, prospective tenant, representatives for a short/long term lease agreement.
It was moved by Commissioner Williams, seconded by Commissioner Griggs, that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission authorize its Executive Director, Patrick J. Dufresne, to enter into lease agreement negotiations with the John W. Stone Oil Distributor, LLC.,  a potential tenant prospect, for a transloading operation from rail to truck/barge at the Port Manchac facility effective October 1, 2012.  Motion passed. Roll call vote 4 Yeas: Boihem, Ferrara, Griggs, Watkins,  and Williams; Nays: 0  Absent: 0

4.  Davie Shoring Invoice Update- Review and Action concerning a claim against Davie Shoring for monies

      due.          
* Executive Session pursuant to LSA RS 42:17 (A) 2 may be required to discuss prospective litigation.

        Item was tabled.  There was no need to go into an executive session at this time.
NEW BUSINESS:

1.  TEDF- Tangipahoa Parish Foreign Trade Zone 124 Application
As information, a letter from Gordon Burgess, Parish President, dated August 21, 2012, was presented in the Commissioners’ meeting folders for their review regarding the Tangipahoa Parish interest and support in the inclusion within the Service Areas of Foreign-Trade Zone (FTZ) 124.  It was understood that the grantee, Port of South Louisiana, will be applying to the Foreign Trade-Zone Board for authority to serve sites located within Tangipahoa Parish based on businesses’ trade-related needs. The zone will be made available on a uniform basis to companies within the parish, in a manner consistent with the legal requirements that each FTZ be operated as a public utility.  Ms. Stacy Neal, Executive Director of Economic Development, gave a brief summary providing a narrative description in reference to the FTZ 124 regulations and to answer questions in regards to the Foreign Trade Zone requirements and incentives. 
Remarks: 

Port Director Patrick Dufresne informed the Commissioners that he had contacted a FEMA representative and the port’s insurance carrier to assess storm damages that occurred to the port’s property and equipment from Hurricane Isaac.  An update will be given at a later date regarding the assessed damages for reimbursement.

There being no further business, it was moved by Commissioner Boihem and seconded by Commissioner Williams that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion passed. Yeas: Boihem, Ferrara, Griggs, Watkins,  and Williams; Nays: 0  Absent: 0

The meeting was adjourned at 1:15 p.m.
                                                                                                  ___________________________

                                                                                                  Don Boihem, Secretary STPPC
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