SOUTH TANGIPAHOA PARISH PORT COMMISSION
MONDAY, August 13, 2012– 12:00 NOON

MINUTES REGULAR MEETING
President Daryl Ferrara called the meeting to order at 12:00 noon on Monday, August 13, 2012 at the office of the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission, 163 W. Hickory Street, Ponchatoula, Louisiana.
Commissioners Present:  Don Boihem, Daryl Ferrara, Lucas Watkins and Michael Williams


                                 
Absent:  Commissioner Mark Griggs
Others Present:  Patrick Dufresne, Director; Helen A. Muller, Secretary; Lee Barends, William Evans; Marybeth Castay, 

Donald Riley, III,  Don Ellzey, Action News and Loretta Joiner with the Hammond Daily Star.
Visitors were introduced and welcomed.  
Hearing no public comments, the president then asked for a motion to adopt the agenda.
It was moved by Commissioner Williams and seconded by Commissioner Boihem that the Commission adopt the Agenda as presented.  Motion passed. Yeas:  Ferrara, Boihem, Watkins and Williams  Nays: None  Absent:  Griggs
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

It was moved by Commissioner Williams, seconded by Commissioner Watkins, that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission adopt the minutes, as presented, of its meeting held on July 9, 2012. Motion passed.  Yeas: Ferrara, Boihem, Watkins  and Williams  Nays:  None   Absent:  Griggs
TREASURER’S REPORT:  
Treasurer Lucas Watkins asked Lee Barends, bookkeeper, to present the Financial Statements for the period ending July 31, 2012.  She reported that the total revenues were $ 15,142.20 and the total expenses were $20,623.25, leaving a negative net income of $5,481.05.   She stated the shortage of revenue was due to interest income and pending litigation of rental income.   Expenses were within the budgeted amount thus far and also within the 5% budget variance.  

It was moved by Commissioner Watkins and seconded by Commissioner Williams that the Commission approve the financials, as presented, for the month ending July 31, 2012.  Motion  passed.  Yeas:  Ferrara, Boihem, Watkins and Williams   Nays:  None    Absent:  Griggs
OLD BUSINESS:

1.  DOTD - Port Priority State Project: SPN 578-53-0012 (321)

     b) Bulkhead Project Update 

William Evans, project engineer for the Dredging, Bulkhead and Lay Down Yard project at Port Manchac, SPN 578-53-0012 (321), presented a visual presentation on the proposed plans and specifications recently submitted to the Department of Transportation and Development for its review and approval.  
Discussed were issues regarding the base bid, research of supplements, utilization of backfill dredged materials, lay down yard, staging area, sheet pile, dolphins, pile borings, navigational lighting, signage in designated areas, commercial dock access, barge mooring and the proposed Alternate 1 and Additive Alternate 2 on the design plans and specifications. Once the design plans, as specified in the contract documents, are approved by DOTD then the next step would be for authorization to advertise the project for bids under the LA Port Construction and Development Priority Program.  The port director informed the Commission that as a result of researching the cost benefits, the project may come in under the original estimated cost.  For future economical reasons, the design of the bulkhead can be modified to sustain tenants’ desirable usage.  The estimated time frame for starting the project is in November, 2012 and completion according to URS’ engineer is 120 days. In concluding, the port director asked that the required resolution be introduced requesting authority to advertise upon DOTD approval.
It was moved by Commissioner Williams, seconded by Commissioner Watkins, that the Commission approve and adopt the Resolution Requesting Authority to Advertise State Project No. 578-53-0012 (323) for submittal to DOTD in regards to the Dredging, Bulkhead and Lay Down Yard at Port Manchac, as presented by secretary Boihem.  Motion passed. Roll call vote 4 Yeas:  Boihem, Ferrara, Watkins, and Williams; Nays: 0  1 Absent: Griggs
 2.  Invoice Payment Approval 
Treasurer Watkins presented the following invoice for the Commissioners’ review and payment approval.
         a)  M & R. Resource, LLC- Inv.#1038 Amt. $ 389.10  (Sewer Plant)

         b)  Stranco Solid Waste Mgmt. – Inv. 10198 Amt. $400.00 and Inv. #10219 Amt. $400.00

         c) Jackson Vaughn Ins. (Inv. 2nd Payment)  Amt. $25,971.00

         d) Purus/Premier – Inv. #81290 (1/2 of $4,050) –Amt. $20,25

         e) Purus/Premier – Inv. 77746 (Dated 12/31/2011) not paid. (1/2 of $2,250) – Corrected Amt. $1,125
         f) Triple B Construction – Inv. # 11114 Amt. $490.00 (Security Gate)

        g) Triple B Construction – Inv. 1111 Amt. $761.00 ( Labor & Equipment Gate)

        h)  CN- Inv. # 9500107045  Amt. $3,000 ( Private Road Crossing)

        i) Cashe Coudrain & Sandage – Inv. 90557 Amt. $52.50 and Inv. # 90558 Amt. $!82.50

        j)  M & R Resources, LLC – Inv. 1071 Amt. $264.00 (Replace valve on Chlorine System)
It was moved by Commissioner Williams, seconded by Commissioner Boihem, that the Commission approve payment

on the invoices presented by Treasurer Watkins.  Motion passed.  Roll call vote 4 Yeas: Boihem, Ferrara, Watkins,  and Williams; Nays: 0  1 Absent: Griggs
3. Prospective Tenant (s) Update
The port director gave a brief summary updating the Commission on the following inquires: Shale Exploration project, lake pipeline project, grain transloading, agriculture containerized product shipments and a petroleum product trans-loading and shipping project prospect..  The director is planning to attend an Agriculture Commodities Conference in September 17, 2012 which will be held in New Orleans.  
4.  Financial Investment Planning/Advisor Service- RFP

        a) Resolution

Executive Director Patrick Dufresne reported that the Request for Proposal was advertised in the official journal of record seeking professional services for financial planning investments, FY 2012-2013, pertaining to financial investment opportunities for state entities. Donnie G. Riley III and Marybeth Castay representatives with Whitney Investment Services, Inc. located in Hammond, LA provided, for the Commissioners’ review and approval, a Fixed Income Investment Portfolio on its company service/history acknowledging their years of working with clients, assisting them in achieving their investments goals.  For disclosure purposes, President Ferrara wanted it made known that he was not an employer of Whitney Investment Services and is not affiliated with the investment company.  
It was moved by Commissioner Williams and seconded by Commissioner Watkins that the Commission authorize Patrick J. Dufresne, Executive Director, to enter into an agreement with Whitney Investment Services, 700 S.W. Railroad Avenue, Hammond, La , relevant to the request for proposals, as advertised, to provide financial investment services to the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission on an as-needed basis. Motion passed.  Roll call: Yeas:, Boihem, Ferrara, Watkins  and Williams; Nays:  None   Absent:  Griggs.
5.  Davie Shoring Invoice Update- Review and Action concerning a claim against Davie Shoring for monies
      due.          
* Executive Session pursuant to LSA RS 42:17 (A) 2 may be required to discuss prospective litigation.

 It was moved by Commissioner Boihem and seconded by Commissioner Watkins for the Commission to go into Executive Session to discuss legal issues and confidential negotiations.  Motion passed. Roll call: Yeas:  Boihem, Ferrara, Watkins  and Williams; Nays:  None   Absent:  Griggs.

It was moved by Commissioner Williams and seconded by Commissioner Boihem for the Commission to go back into Regular Session.  Motion passed. Roll call: Yeas: Boihem, Ferrara, Watkins  and Williams; Nays:  None   Absent:  Griggs.

No action was taken in Executive Session.
NEW BUSINESS:

1.  Tangipahoa Parish Rock Jetty Project
      a) Resolution

Director Patrick Dufresne reported that the Tangipahoa Parish Council will be awarding the proposed  Rock Jetty Project for coastal erosion at their next meeting which will be Monday, August 13, 2012.  Various contractors had been contacting the port director in reference to possibly using Port Manchac as staging area for stone/material from out of state either by barge or rail to the construction site.  The port director requested that a resolution be approved for authorization to negotiate with the contractor who would be awarded the contract.
It was moved by Commissioner Watkins and seconded by Commissioner Williams that the Commission authorize Patrick J. Dufresne, Executive Director, of the South Tangipahoa Parish, effective immediately, to represent and to contractually obligate the port with regards to the contractor operations for the pending coastal erosion/rock jetty project on the northwestern shore of Lake Pontchartrain in Tangipahoa Parish. Motion passed. Roll call: Yeas:, Boihem, Ferrara, Watkins  and Williams; Nays:  None   Absent:  Griggs.

Remarks: 

Port Director Patrick Dufresne announced and acknowledged that the Commission will be participating in the Ponchatoula Chamber Business Expo on Tuesday, August 14, 2012 at 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.  He also reported that Steve Pugh, State House of Representative, has been in contact with the governor’s office in regards to the two vacancies on the Commission. Also,he reported meeting with Stacy Neal, Executive Director of Economic Development, and a representative from FTZ 124, to further discuss Foreign Trade Zone requirements. 

There being no further business, it was moved by Commissioner Williams and seconded by Commissioner Watkins that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion passed. Yeas: Boihem, Ferrara, Watkins  and Williams; Nays:  None  Absent:  Griggs 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:15 p.m.
                                                                                                  ___________________________

                                                                                                  Don Boihem, Secretary STPPC
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