                                   SOUTH TANGIPAHOA PARISH PORT COMMISSION

                                              TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2014 at 12:00 Noon
                       MINUTES PUBLIC HEARING and REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 
The Public Hearing and Regular meeting were called to order by President Don Boihem at 12:00 noon on Tuesday December 9, 2014 at the office of the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission, 163 W. Hickory Street, Ponchatoula, Louisiana.

Helen Muller gave the invocation and Commissioner Daryl Ferrara followed with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioners Present:  Don Boihem, Cheryl Brumfield, James Wesley Daniels, Ernie Drake, Daryl Ferrara, Bill Joubert and Lucas Watkins 
Commissioner Absent:  0
Others Present:  Patrick Dufresne, Director; Helen A. Muller, Secretary; Bill Poland, Stacy Neal, Eric Brumfield, Don Ellzey with The Daily Star and Bryan T. McMahan, The Ponchatoula Times.
All visitors in attendance were introduced and welcomed.  President Boihem announced that Cheryl Brumfield and James Wesley Daniels have been appointed to serve on the South Tangipahoa Port Commission and that Judge Brenda Bedsole Ricks would administer the Oath of Office. 

Hearing no public comments, the president then asked for a motion to adopt the Public Hearing and Regular meeting agenda as presented . 
It was moved by Commissioner Joubert and seconded by Commissioner Ferrara that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission adopt the Public Hearing agenda as presented.  Motion passed  
Yeas: 7 – Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels, Drake, Ferrara, Joubert and Watkins   Nays: 0 Absent: 0

1. Adopt 2015 Proposed Budget

Upon convening of the Public Hearing, President Boihem , stated, “The Public Hearing was called and is being held pursuant to the authorized published notice of the Ponchatoula Times, on November 20,27  and December 4, 2014  thereby complying with the requirement of Louisiana law”. This budget represents a continuation of services offered by the Commission in accordance with current plans and goals. The budget, a detail copy of which was presented, anticipates revenues of $4,373,300.00 and expenditures of $4,743,590.00 leaving a negative net income of $370,290.00.

After stating the purpose of the hearing, the president then asked for public comment.  He asked if any one wished to comment about the proposed 2015 budget as presented. Hearing from no one, the following motion was made:

It was moved by Commissioner Joubert, seconded by Commissioner Watkins, that the Public Hearing be closed and that the Commission formally adopt its proposed budget for calendar year 2015 as presented.  Motion passed.  Yeas: 7 – Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels, Drake, Ferrara, Joubert and Watkins   Nays: 0  Absent: 0

Immediately following the closing of the public hearing, President Boihem requested that the Commission proceed with its regular monthly meeting and amend its agenda to include an item  under New Business.
It was moved by Commissioner Joubert, seconded by Commissioner Watkins, that the Commission amend its agenda to include /add an Item under New Business. Item 3.  Extension of Marketing Contract, as requested.  Motion passed.  Yeas: 7 – Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels, Drake, Ferrara, Joubert and Watkins   Nays: 0 Absent: 0

                                                       REGULAR  MEETING
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

It was moved by Commissioner Drake and seconded by Commissioner Ferrara that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission adopt the minutes, as presented, of its Regular Meeting held on November 18, 2014. Motion passed. Yeas: 7 - Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels, Drake, Ferrara, Joubert and Watkins  

Nays: 0 Absent: 0

TREASURER’S REPORT:

Treasurer Watkins presented the Financial Reports for the months ending November 30, 2014. He reported that the total revenues were $14,535.75 and the total expenses were $27,914.38, leaving a negative net income of $13,378.63. Hearing no additions or deletions, a motion for approval of the November financials, as presented, was made by Commissioner Joubert and seconded by Commissioner Ferrara.  Motion passed. Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels, Drake, Ferrara, Joubert and Watkins  

Nays: 0 Absent: 0

OLD BUSINESS: 

1. DOTD- Port Priority State Project: SPN 578-053-00113 (321)
Director Patrick Dufresne gave a brief update on the DOTD Port Priority State Project explaining/ updating the two new appointed Commissioners on the Port Manchac facility regarding the ports projects.  Discussed were the following issues: Port Priority Grant Funding, LA DOTD requirements on approved applications, existing Bulkhead project, project modifications, time frame, permit requirements, new dock area, bid process, awarding of bid, engineering services prior to  advertising a project for construction, crude oil marketing presentation, additional marketing presentation to target Polymer pellets, ports long term plans, trans-loading commodity shipments by rail, truck and barge, rail logistics of terminal, attracting economic development at port, conveyor system, containers shipments in conjunction with the Port of New Orleans, advertise request for bid/proposal in January, 2015 and working on a draft lease for potential customer and data will be available at the next meeting.  Ms. Brumfield thanked the director for his given explanation on the port activities. 
2. Prospective Tenant (s) Project Research Update
The port director reported that he was contacted by a potential prospect interested in securing a long term lease for Building # 2 (30,000 sq.ft.) which will become available in January, 2015.  The company requested that  a potential draft lease be drawn which is now being reviewed by the port’s attorney the content of the lease will basically have the same guideline/concept and verbiage as prior port lease agreements.  Bill Poland, Marketing Consultant for Port Manchac gave a brief progress report in regards to the marketing presentation and potential Canadian crude oil prospects and will continue contacting companies making them aware of the future port improvements and plans in progress. Also discussed was the potential CN - PVC product shipments at Port Manchac intermodal terminal and feedback was given on the pending Polymer Pellet Project.  A new marketing presentation was created to illustrate the logistical advantages of trans-loading Polymer Pellets/resin at the Port.  The presentation was developed with the assistance of the SLU Business Center.
3. Invoice Payment Approval for December
Treasurer Watkins presented for the Commissioner’s review and payment approval the following 

December invoices.
*a)  Premier Chemicals Invoice # 99938 4 55 G Drum Sodium Hypochlorite Amt. $770.00

b) Tangipahoa Parish Sheriff ( Octavia Partners LLC.-Property Tax $57.80

c ) Bill Poland, Consultant,  Month of  November, 2014 – Amt. $ 500.00

d) Cashe Coudrain & Sandage, Professional Services, Inv. # 99897  Amt. $210.00 and

                                   



      Inv. # 99898 Amt. $227.50
Commissioner Ferrara commented on the Premier Chemical Invoice asking what was the remaining balance for purchasing water? The port director responded to questions regarding the Premier Chemicals Invoice saying that its agreement was to purchase not more than twelve (12) 55 gallon drums of chemicals per calendar year to provide quality drinking water for existing and future tenants.
It was moved by Commissioner Joubert, seconded by Commissioner Watkins, that the Commission approve payment on the December invoices as presented.  Motion passed. .Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels, Drake, Ferrara, Joubert and Watkins Nays: 0 Absent: 0

NEW BUSINESS:   
1. Audit Engagement for Year Ending 2014
Port Director Patrick Dufresne, as a reminder, informed the Commission that an audit is required for Year Ending 2014 in accordance with Louisiana Legislative Auditor.

It was moved by Commissioner Ferrara, seconded by Commissioner Watkins that the Commission

Authorize its director, Patrick Dufresne, to move forward with contacting the Pinell & Martinez Firm, 308 S. Tyler Street, Suite 4, Covington, La 70433 to perform the audit services for year ended December 31, 2014.  The audit is to be performed in compliance with the provisions of Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide.  Motion passed. .Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels, Drake, Ferrara, Joubert and Watkins Nays: 0 Absent: 0
2. Executive Session- Pursuant to LS RS 42.6-1 To Discuss Land Acquisition Negotiations
    There was no need to have an executive session sat this time to discuss land acquisitions.
  3.    Marketing Consultant Contract
The port director announced that the marketing consultant contract agreement will expire soon and suggested/recommended to the Commissioners that the professional services provided by Mr. Bill Poland be continued for an additional  six months at the same rate.
It was moved by Commissioner Joubert and seconded by Commissioner Ferrara that the Commission authorizes the extension of Bill Poland, Professional Services contract/agreement as Marketing Consultant, verbiage to remain, not to exceed $500 per month as stated in previous contract agreement until further notice.   Motion passed. .Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels, Drake, Ferrara, Joubert and Watkins Nays: 0 Absent: 0

Remarks:
Patrick Dufresne, port director thanked everyone for coming and express his appreciation to Judge Brenda Bedsole Ricks for administering the Oath of Office to the two new appointees to the Commission.   He also reminded the Commissioners about the required Annual Personal reporting forms/statement.  The one hour Ethics Training Course can be done on-line and for more information he would be happy to assist with web-page data for registration.
Happy Holidays was wished to everyone by the Commission and looking forward to the advertising of the Port’s project and a prosperous New Year.
President Boihem express his appreciation to all the Commissioners their efforts to attending the meetings and for their services to the community and also special thanks to the Office staff, Patrick Dufresne, Helen Muller and Bill Poland for their dedication.  He wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Safe Holidays.

There being no remarks or further business, it was moved by Commissioner Ferrara and seconded by Commissioner Watkins that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion passed. .Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels, Drake, Ferrara, Joubert and Watkins Nays: 0 Absent: 0

Adjourned at 12:40 P.M.
                             _____________________________________
                             Daryl Ferrara, Secretary- STPPC
