SOUTH TANGIPAHOA PARISH PORT COMMISSION
MONDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2013 – 12:00 NOON

MINUTES –PUBLIC HEARING/REGULAR MEETING
President Daryl Ferrara called the Public Hearing meeting to order at 12:00 noon on Monday, December 9, 2013, at the office of the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission, 163 W. Hickory Street, Ponchatoula, Louisiana.
Commissioner Mike Williams gave the invocation and Commissioner Lucas Watkins followed with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioners Present:  Don Boihem, Ernest Drake, III, Daryl Ferrara, William Joubert, Lucas Watkins and Michael Williams
Absent:  Commissioner Mark Griggs
Others  Present:  Patrick Dufresne, Port Director; Helen Muller, Secretary; Bill Poland, Don Ellzey, The Hammond Daily Star and Bryan  T McMahan, The Ponchatoula Times
All visitors were introduced and welcomed.
Hearing no public comments, the president then asked for a motion to adopt the meeting agenda.

It was moved Commission Boihem and seconded by Commissioner Williams that the Commission adopt the Public Hearing Agenda as presented.  Motion passed:  Yeas: Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Joubert, Watkins and Williams Nays: None   Absent:  Commissioner Griggs
NEW BUSINESS:

1. Public Hearing on the Proposed 2014 Budget
              a)  Opening Statements

Upon convening of the public hearing, President Ferrara stated, “This Public Hearing was called and is being held pursuant to the authorized published notice of the Ponchatoula Times on week of November 18, November 25 and December 2, 2013, thereby complying with the requirement of Louisiana law.  Treasurer Watkins was asked to present the 2014 Proposed Budget.  This budget represents a continuation of services offered by the Commission in accordance with current plans and goals.”   Presented was a detailed budget which anticipates revenues of $ 3,773,200.00  and expenditures of $ 4,053,000.00 leaving a Change in Fund Balance a negative amount of $ 279,800.00 for year 2014, due to the ongoing construction projects at the port.

President Ferrara asked if any one wished to comment about the proposed 2014 budget.  After hearing answers in response to questions/comments in regards to the proposed negative amount, the following motion was made:

It was moved by Commissioner Boihem , seconded by Commissioner Drake, that the Public Hearing be closed and that the Commission proceed with approving the proposed budget, as presented. Motion passed.  Yeas: Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Joubert, Watkins  and Williams Nays: None   Absent:  Griggs
It was moved by Commissioner Boihem and seconded by Commissioner Williams that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission formally adopt the proposed budget for the calendar year 2014, as presented.  Motion passed.  Vote called… Yeas: Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Joubert, Watkins and Williams Nays: None   Absent:   Griggs
Immediately following the closing of the public hearing, President Ferrara requested that the Commission proceed with the regular meeting 
It was moved by Commissioner Boihem and seconded by Commissioner Williams that the Commission adopt the Agenda for the Regular Monthly Meeting, as presented.  Motion passed.  Yeas: Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Joubert, Watkins and Williams Nays: 0   Absent:   Griggs
Having no comments from the public the Regular Meeting convened.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
It was moved by Commissioner Drake and seconded by Commissioner Boihem that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission adopt the minutes, as presented, of its Regular Meeting held on November 12, 2013. Motion passed. Yeas: Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Joubert, Watkins and Williams Nays: 0    Absent:  Griggs
TREASURER’S REPORT:

The Financial Reports for the month ending November 30, 2013 were presented by Treasurer Watkins.  He reported that the total revenues were $41,555.25 and the total expenses were $ 24,839.14, leaving a net income of  $16,716.11.  Hearing no additions or deletions, a motion for approval of the November financials, as presented, was made by Commissioner Williams and seconded by Commissioner Joubert.  Motion passed. Yeas: Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Joubert, Watkins and Williams Nays: 0   Absent:  Griggs
OLD BUSINESS:

1. DOTD – Port Priority State Project:  SPN 578-53-0012 (321)

a)  Bulkhead Project Update
William Evans, project coordinator for URS, was not available to give an update on the latest engineering progress regarding the final modifications in regards to the, SPN 578-53-0012 (321), Bulkhead Project design phase.  
Port director Patrick Dufresne addressed issues on the proposed modifications/amendments on the original design plans and discussed the ongoing infrastructure to complement the ports future potential tenants. He gave a brief summary on the following matters: a re-cap of the structural modifications in the design plans and specifications, space to accommodate two prospective tenants for pending projects, analyze data for bulk cargo storage, drainage, compression, geo-tech report, berm material, storage tanks, pipeline exploration options, creation of a Foreign Trade Zone and the Tuscaloosa Trend . 

2. Prospective Tenant (s) Update
Bill Poland, company representative, with Torch Energy gave an update on the status of neogations in regards to Torch’s operation. He informed the Commission that a meeting will be scheduled in the near future to further discuss and review the port site with involved parties who are interested in securing a location for their operation. Other matters discussed were relative to the Tuscaloosa Trend, pipeline explorations companies, easement, federal and state regulation, EP regulations, state and parish tax incentives, truck and tank transloading options and a financial agreement.  In concluding, Mr. Poland will report back to the Commission once the on site visit of the port facility is completed with company representatives. 

3.  Invoice Payment Approval 

Treasurer Watkins presented the following invoices for the Commission’s review and payment approval:

a)   Patrick Dufresne- Reimburse Expenses for Marketing Trip (Houston)  Amt $1,400.00

       (Per guideline of the State of Louisiana, Division of Administration Office of the Commissioner)

b)    G.T. Michelli Co, Inc.  Invoice. # 137644  Total Amt. Due  $485.00
c)   URS Inv. #571210 – Bulkhead Project 10001817 (Reference: PSArev)  Amt. $7,385.09
d)  Cashe Coudrain & Sandage  Inv# 95949  Service Rendered through Nov. 30, 2013  Amt.$1,102.50
The port director informed the Commission that clarification had been made in reference to the new Department of Administration travel regulation additions/changes in the state policies and procedures guide lines for fiscal year 2013-2014 regarding allowances to support expenditures.  A copy of the Louisiana Travel Guide 2013/2014 is on file if anyone wish to review the booklet.
It was moved by Commissioner Williams, seconded by Commission Boihem that the Commission approve payment on the invoices presented by Treasurer Watkins.  Motion passed. Yeas: Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Joubert, Watkins and Williams  Nays: None   Absent:  Griggs
New Business:
1.  Audit Engagement for Fiscal Year 2013
Patrick Dufresne, Port Director, reported that Randy Martinez, with Pinell & Martinez, LLP will complete the engagement letter for the 2013 audit and get back to the Commission before the next Board meeting.  Once he receives the signed engagement letter, he will go online and complete the engagement approval with the Louisiana Legislative Auditor.

2.  Goals for 2014
The port director submitted, by e-mail, a copy of the Port’s  2014 Goals to the Commissioners for their review.  Compliments were expressed by the Commissioners for the well written goals, and his previous accomplishments.  In addition to his realistic and ongoing goals some pertained to the Commissioner’s as well.  He also reminded the Commissioner’s to participate  in the once a year on line course for the Louisiana Ethics Training for Public Servants. 
Remarks:
The Director announced that he was nominated to the Louisiana Coastal Port Advisory Authority created by the legislator/governor office to research, review and address the current infrastructure needs of the port facilities within the State of Louisiana.
The Pal Conference will be held in New Orleans, LA on February 17- 19, 2014 of which Port Manchac/STPPC will be co-sponsor along with the Port of South Louisiana.  Commissioners are to contact the office if they plan to attend, so reservations and registration can be confirmed.
Happy Holidays were extended to everyone by the Commission.

There being no further business, it was moved by Commissioner Boihem and seconded by Commissioner  Drake that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion passed.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 p.m.







_______________________






             Don Boihem, Secretary
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