SOUTH TANGIPAHOA PARISH PORT COMMISSION
Monday, OCTOBER 14, 2013– 12:00 NOON

MINUTES REGULAR MEETING
President Daryl Ferrara called the meeting to order at 12:00 Noon on Monday, October 14, 2013 at the office of the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission, 163 W. Hickory Street, Ponchatoula, Louisiana

Commissioner Mike Williams gave the invocation and Commissioner Don Boihem followed with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioners Present:  Don Boihem, Ernest Drake III, Daryl Ferrara, William Joubert, Lucas Watkins and Michael Williams
Commissioner Absent:  Mark Griggs
Others Present:  Patrick Dufresne, Port Director; Helen Muller, Secretary; André Coudrain, Don Ellzey, Loretta Joiner with the Hammond Daily Star and Bryan T. McMahan, The Ponchatoula Times
Visitors were introduced and welcomed.  There were no public comments.
It was moved by Commissioner Williams and seconded by Commissioner Joubert that the  Commission approve the October 14, 2013 Agenda for the Regular Monthly Meeting, as presented.  Motion passed. Yeas: 6 Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Joubert, Watkins and Williams Nays: 0 Absent: 1 Griggs
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

It was moved by Commissioner Drake seconded by Commissioner Boihem that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission adopt the minutes, as presented, of its Regular Meeting held on September 9, 2013.  Motion passed. Yeas: 6  Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Joubert, Watkins and Williams Nays: 0 Absent: 1 Griggs 
TREASURER’S REPORT:

President Ferrara presented the financial reports for the period ending September 30, 2013. He reported that the Current Year Actual and Current Year Budget Difference were in line. The Income Statement ending September 30, 2013 Report showed total revenues were $40,783.48 and the total expenses were $ 27,422.29 leaving a net income of $13,361.19 
It was moved by Commissioner Williams and seconded by Commissioner Boihem that the Commission approve the financials, as presented, for the period ending September 30, 2013.  Motion passed. Yeas: 6 Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Joubert, Watkins and Williams Nays: 0 Absent: 1 Griggs 

Old Business: 

1.  DOTD-Port Priority State Project: SPN 578-53-0012 (321)

      a) Bulkhead Project Update

Patrick Dufresne, port director gave a brief summary on status of the on-going Bulkhead Project.  He reported on the following:  demolition debris had been removed from port site, survey work is done, awaiting another geo-tech soil boring test result, incorporate location of Building #1 into final Bulkhead design plans, and submittal of final design plans to the LA DOTD for approval, and upon approval, proceed with moving forward to advertise the Bulkhead Project for bid proposals.
2. Prospective Tenant (s) Update
The port director informed the Commission that the potential, petroleum trans-loading, prospect interested in doing business at the Port Manchac terminal continues it’ project research. . The Company is in the process of  securing long-term petroleum shipments with various Canadian suppliers.l 
The director also received inquiries on the following:  one from a trans-loader/blending prospect that may want to speak to the Commission at the November meeting and the other was from an aggregate trans-loader with the possibility for transloading sand and gravel, similar to products used in the Shale exploration industry, tailored to its filtering system industry. The aggregate company is looking at the economics of its possibilities for trans-loading aggregates by rail and barge.  Discussed were the logistics regarding the infrastructure to compliment the volume of cargo.  Another update will be provided at the November meeting. 
3.  Invoice Payment Approval 

Treasurer Watkins presented the following invoices for payment approval.

a)   URS Inv. 5654787  Amt. $1,306.82 ( Professional Services Period Ending 9/13/13  

      For Project 10001880 - Dock  Demo

b)  Michelli Scales  -  Scale Printer  - Amt. $1,675.00

c)  Liuzza Trucking and Bush Hogging, LLC – Demo Project Completion:  $6,500
d)  Central Auction House, LTD.  Inv 4115  Amt. $400.00

e)   Cashe Coudrain & Sandage ( Service Rendered) Inv  95259 Amt. $297.50

f)  Rail Technical Services Inv.# 13293  Amt. $2,750 .00  (Rail  Bridge Repairs)
g)   Patrick Dufresne, Reimbursement Credit Card Charge Amt. $114.44 for

      Trackmobile Battery purchased from O’Reilly Auto Parts
h)  G. T. Michelli Co., Inc.  – Inv. 120498 & 121267 Amt. $743.00

Prior to approval the port director gave a brief detailed description and explanation on the expenditures.

It was moved by Commissioner Joubert and seconded by Commissioner Drake that the Commission approve payment on invoices presented by Treasurer Watkins. Motion passed. Yeas: 6 Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Joubert, Watkins and Williams and Nays: 0 Absent: 1 – Griggs 
5.  Wildlife Fisheries Agreement Update

A Cooperative Endeavor Agreement was signed and went into effect on October 9, 2013 between the State of Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission for storage of LDWF vessel’s and trailer’s at the Port of Manchac facility. The port director reported that the representatives of the DW&F’s expressed their gratefulness and gratitude to the Commission for providing the space at the  port.  In the future, they hope to incorporate/coordinate some sort of maritime security and safety training exercises at the port site, in which the Commission was receptive to their endeavors, and looks forward to having their presence at Port Manchac. 
6.   Master Plan Update 
The port director gave a brief summary pertaining to preparations for up-dating the 2007 Port’s Master Plan.  A research meeting was held to discuss the previous Master Plan and the port’s intentions of moving forward in initiating some preliminary long-term plans based on current status of port developments to incorporate the donated 100 acres adjacent to the existing port property.  After much discussion it was agreed that it would be in the best interest for the Commission to approach the designer of the original Master Plan.  Commissioner Joubert stated that Southeastern Small Business Research Center could participate by assisting in obtaining the economics and a historical summary of the port.  It was suggested that the original designer of the 2007 Port Master Plan, prepared by Dr. James A. Richardson, LSU Alumni Professor of Economics, be contacted to review the data provided by the Commission to include current port projects and industry demands for future growth.  The port director will proceed with the Master Plan preparations by contacting Dr. Richardson to determine his availability.  An update will be provided at the November meeting.
New Business:
1.  Purus Industries Lease Renewal

The Commission is in the process of reviewing and discussing its current lease agreement with Bayou Diesel/Purus Industries to clarify the proposed revision’s relative to the terms, water filtration, perimeter options and fee adjustments prior to renewal.

2. Executive Session-

The Commission requested that the status of the Purus Industries negotiations on its proposal for a lease renewal be discussed in an Executive Session. 
It was moved by Commissioner Boihem and seconded by Commissioner Williams that the Commission go into Executive Session to discuss Purus Industries’ confidential negotiations and status on the proposed lease renewal. Motion passed.  Call vote:  Yeas: 6  Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Joubert, Watkins and Williams  Nays: 0 Absent: 1 Griggs 

It was moved by Commissioner Boihem seconded by Joubert that the Commission go back into the regular session.  Motion passed unanimously.

No action was taken in Executive Session.

t was moved by Commission Drake, seconded by Commission Joubert that the Commission authorize Patrick Dufresne, Port Director to extend its present lease agreement term for 60 days, and continue with its negotiation with tenant and to report back at the November meeting with results. Motion passed. Yeas: 6 Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Joubert, Watkins and Williams and Nays: 0 Absent: 1 – Griggs 

Remarks:
Port Director Patrick Dufresne wished everyone a Happy Columbus Day. 

Notification will be sent to Commissioner’s prior to their next scheduled meeting date, which falls on Veterans’ Day, Monday, November 11, 2013 or possibly rescheduling the meeting to Tuesday, November 12, 2013. 
Having no further business, a motion for adjournment was made by Commissioner Joubert seconded by Commissioner Drake.  Motion passed. Yeas: 6 Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Joubert, Watkins and Williams  Nays: 0 Absent: 1 Griggs 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m.
                                                                                   ________________________
                                                                                   Don Boihem, Secretary STPPC
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