SOUTH TANGIPAHOA PARISH PORT COMMISSION
Monday, May 13, 2013– 12:00 NOON

MINUTES REGULAR MEETING
President Daryl Ferrara called the meeting to order at 12:00 Noon on Monday, May 13, 2013 at the office of the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission, 163 W. Hickory Street, Ponchatoula, Louisiana.
Ms. Lee Barends gave the invocation and Commissioner Mike Williams followed with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioners Present:  Don Boihem, Ernest Drake III, Daryl Ferrara, Lucas Watkins (late arrival) and Michael Williams
Commissioners Absent:  Mark Griggs and William Joubert 
Others Present:  Patrick Dufresne, Port Director; Helen Muller, Secretary; Williams Evans, Andre Coudrain, Lee Barends, Don Ellzey, Randy Martinez and Loretta Joiner, The Hammond Daily Star.
Visitors were introduced and welcomed.  There were no public comments.

It was moved by Commissioner Williams and seconded by Commissioner Boihem that the Commission convene its meeting and adopt the May 13, 2013 Agenda for the Regular Monthly Meeting, as presented.  Motion passed. Yeas: Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, and Williams Nays: 0  
 Absent: 2   Griggs Joubert and Watkins   Abstained: 1  Watkins
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

It was moved by Commissioner Boihem seconded by Commissioner Drake that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission adopt the minutes, as presented, of its Regular Meeting held on April 8, 2013.  Motion passed. Yeas: Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, and Williams Nays: 0 Absent: 2  Griggs, and Joubert  Abstained: 1 Watkins

TREASURER’S REPORT:  
Treasurer Lucas Watkins entered the meeting as Ms. Barends was given the April Financial reports. She reported on the Financial Reports for the month ending April 30, 2013.  The total revenues were $45,933.78 and the total expenses were $21,760.08 having a net income of $24,173.70.
Hearing no additions or deletions, a motion for approval of the April financials, as presented, was made by Commissioner Boihem and seconded by Commissioner Williams.  Motion passed. 
Yeas: Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Watkins and Williams Nays: 0 Absent: 2 Griggs, and Joubert  

Old Business:

1.  DOTD-Port Priority State Project: SPN 578-53-0012 (321)

      a) Bulkhead Project Update

Patrick Dufresne reported that he met with William Evans, project coordinator, to discuss pending issues regarding the demolition project of Building # 1 prior to moving forward with the final design plans for the bulkhead project through the LA Port Construction and Development Priority Project.
The bulkhead project final plans are on hold until the demolition of Building # 1 is completed.  A
meeting was held with the demolition contractor to review their proposal and discuss a time frame for completion of the project.  The following matters were also discussed:  disposal of salvaged materials, certificate of insurance, performance bond, recycled concrete pads, laydown area, safety policy and procedures during the demolition.  After discussing the issues, it appeared that the contractor’s  proposal was in acceptance of the Port’s plans.

2. Prospective Tenant (s) Update

The port director reported that several inquiries were received from petroleum trans-loading operator’s similar to the Stone Oil operation.  The line of communication is open for future prospects showing an interest in locating at Port Manchac.
3.  Invoice Payment Approval 

Treasurer Watkins presented the following invoices for payment approval.

   a) LWCC – Inv. L# 4660707  (Period 2013-1014) $2,560.00

   b) Cashe Coudrain & Sandage Inv. 93416 Amt. $174.00 and Inv. 393417 (Lig) Amt. $138.00

He also presented for approval the 50th Anniversary and Industry Appreciation  Pre-Paid Expenses which was Due Upon Receipt which were the following: (1) Bantaa’s Catering-Amt. $1,100 ( 2) Jacmal Printing- Amt. $667.02  (3) SLU Foundation- Amt. $500 (4) Vicknair Farms- Amt. $75.00 
(5) Connie’s Impressions- Amt. $1,086   (6) Cotton Blossman- Fuel Charge – Amt. Pending  and 
(7) M & R Resources - Services Performed – Pending Invoice.
It was moved by Commissioner Williams and seconded by Commissioner Boihem that the Commission approve payments on a), b) and paid invoices 1 through 5 and table items 6 and 7 until an invoice is received.  Motion passed. Yeas: 5  - Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Watkins and Williams Nays: 0  Absent: 2  Griggs and Joubert.
Randy Martinez, with Pinell & Martinez CPA, will be starting the 2012 year-end audit for the Commission. He clarified the accounting policy and procedures pertaining to the expenditures in reference to the recent 50th Anniversary and Industry Appreciation Event held in April which were allowable expenses applied towards promotion and marketing categories in the budget. 
4.)  Building # 1 Demolition Project update
       Resolution:
The port director re-stated that after researching the submitted proposals and engineer’s plans for the demolition project, a resolution would be required for approval and acceptance of the lowest qualified contractor’s proposal  in order to move forward with the demolition project. 
It was moved by Commissioner Williams and seconded by Commissioner Watkins that the Commission upon URS Engineering recommendation that the lowest qualified proposal be accepted and awarded to  Ladel Interest, Inc.,  dba Delatte Excavating, Inc., and enter into an agreement between Ladel Interest, Inc., dba and the STPPC for the demolition, excavation removal/re-cycling of a 27,000 s.f. warehouse facility (Building # 1 approx. 250’ x 100’) at the Port Manchac inter-modal terminal located @ 31450 Hwy. 51 South-Manchac, LA 70421.  The project operations shall be performed in strict accordance with all Local, State, and Federal regulations including the LA Department of Environmental Quality and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency public bid law rules and regulations for the excavation removal, hauling, and final disposal of all related materials. And that Patrick Dufresne, Executive Director/CEO be authorized to enter into and execute a contract with, Ladel, Interest, Inc., dba Delatte Excavating, Inc., for said work. Motion passed. Yeas: 5  - Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Watkins and Williams Nays: 0  Absent: 2  Griggs and Joubert.
5.. Insurance Coverage for 2013-2014

    a) Resolution

Based on the reviewed proposals submitted for insurance coverage, as advertised in the port’s Official Journal of record, for FY 2013-2014 the port director, as required, asked that the Commission  accept the proposal submitted by Jackson-Vaughn, Inc., Agency for the port’s insurance coverage for FY –June 2013-May 2014 and adopt a resolution on its approval. 
It was moved by Commissioner Drake and seconded by Commissioner Watkins that the Commission authorize its director, Patrick Dufresne, to award Jackson Vaughan Insurance, Agency, lowest qualified proposal, for the port’s insurance coverage for FY- June 2013-May 2014.  Motion passed. 
Yeas: 5  - Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Watkins and Williams Nays: 0  Absent: 2  Griggs and Joubert.
NEW BUSINESS:
1. US Department of Transportation – T.I.G.E.R. Grant Round-5

    a) Resolution

The Port director gave a brief summary regarding the Port Outreach Webinar concerning the FY 2013 TIGER application process.  Webinar topics listed took place Friday, May 10th at 2:00 PM to 3:00 PM EDT (Tiger 2013 Port Outreach Seminar). The following items were discussed:  U.S. DOT, award dates (June) for the funding grants, port improvement funds requested and marketing incentives for Port Manchac for submittal in Tiger Grant Round 5, letter of support, detailed cost benefit ratio, commitments, amend/update Round 4 application and resubmit, financial matters, intermodal activities, and short time frame for submitting application. Secretary Boihem introduced a resolution to move forward with an application.
It was moved by Commissioner Boihem and seconded by Commissioner Drake that the Commission authorize Patrick Dufresene, Executive Director, to execute documents pertaining to the TIGER GRANT ROUND 5 funding using the updated information. .  Motion passed. Yeas: 5  - Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Watkins and Williams Nays: 0  Absent: 2  Griggs and Joubert.
2.   FEMA Generator Funding Application

     a) Resolution 
The port director informed the Commissioners that a notice was received from the Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness awarding funds to STPPC for its requested and approved application submitted (Project Period May 9, 2008 to May 7, 2014) for a Generator Project. A resolution is required authorizing the director to represent the Port Commission in all matters pertaining to the Request For Proposals, as advertised, for Generator/Related Equipment.

It was moved by Commissioner Williams, seconded by Commissioner Drake that the Commission authorizes Patrick J. Dufresne, Executive Director, to empower and execute any and all documents pertaining to the Request For Proposals, as advertised, to the lowest qualified proposal, that being for Generator/Related Equipment, for the Port Manchac-Inter-modal Terminal located at 31450 Highway 51 South, Manchac, Louisiana 70421.  The project funding not to exceed the awarded amount of $265,000  received from  the  Grant Award Number FEMA-1603-DR-LA-0079 for the emergency generator request.  Motion passed. Yeas: 5  - Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Watkins and Williams Nays: 0  Absent: 2  Griggs and Joubert.
3)  Official Journal
      a) Resolution

It was moved by Commissioner Watkins and seconded by Commissioner Drake that the Commission authorize its Executive Director to advertise seeking Request For Proposal for its official journal of

Record for year 2013-2014.  Motion passed. Yeas: 5  - Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Watkins and Williams Nays: 0  Absent: 2  Griggs and Joubert
4)  Davie Shoring Invoice Update- Review and Action concerning a claim against Davie 
       Shoring for money due.

* Executive Session pursuant to LSA RS 42:17 (A) 2 may be required to discuss 
    prospective litigation.

It was moved by Commissioner Boihem and seconded by Commissioner Williams for the Commission to go into Executive Session to discuss legal issues and confidential negotiations.

Motion passed. Yeas: 5  - Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Watkins and Williams Nays: 0  Absent: 2  Griggs and Joubert
It was moved by Commissioner Boihem and seconded by Commissioner Watkins for the Commission to go back into Regular Session. Yeas: 5  - Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Watkins and Williams Nays: 0  Absent: 2  Griggs and Joubert
No business or action was taken.  

Andre Coudrain, Attorney, reported that a trial date was set Docket # 2012848 First Judicial Court.
Remarks: Executive Director-President and Commissioners
The Port’s 50th Anniversary and Appreciation Event was a great success considering the anticipated stormy weather. It was noted that the port has progressed over the last five decades making reference to the ports infrastructure improvements with its new construction projects which are made possible through, the support of our area state legislative delegation, local and federal government officials, LA DOTD Port Construction and Development Priority Program and Louisiana State Capital Outlay.  Special recognition was given to the Commissioners and office staff for their services and leadership to the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission.  An overview of past and current activities taking place at Port Manchac included the following:  Bulkhead project, rail expansion for increased rail shipments, donation of 100 acres of property adjacent to the port site for future use, acknowledgement of current tenants, demolition of Building #1 to expand bulkhead/dock area to accommodate future trans-loading cargo activities, and how the other Louisiana ports will benefit with the Panama Canal project that will open up areas for future growth to increase local and state economic development. 

Having no further business, a motion for adjournment was made by Commissioner Watkins, seconded by Commissioner Boihem.  Motion passed.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:10 p.m.
                                                                                   ________________________
                                                                                   Don Boihem, Secretary STPPC
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