SOUTH TANGIPAHOA PARISH PORT COMMISSION
Monday, March 11, 2013– 12:00 NOON

MINUTES REGULAR MEETING
President Daryl Ferrara called the meeting to order at 12:00 noon on Monday, March 11, 2013 at the office of the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission, 163 W. Hickory Street, Ponchatoula, Louisiana.
Commissioner Mike Williams gave the invocation and Commissioner Don Boihem followed with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioners Present:  Don Boihem, Daryl Ferrara, Mark Griggs, and Michael Williams 
Commissioners Absent: Ernest Drake III, William Joubert and Lucas Watkins,  
Others Present:  Patrick Dufresne, Port Director; Helen Muller, Secretary, Anthony Odak, Andre Coudrain, Stacey Neal and Don Ellzey, Tangipahoa Public Relations/Action 

Visitors were introduced and welcomed.
There were no public comments.

It was moved by Commissioner Williams and seconded by Commissioner Griggs that the Commission convene its meeting and adopt the March 11, 2013 Agenda for the Regular Monthly Meeting, as presented.  Motion passed unanimously. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

It was moved by Commissioner Williams seconded by Commissioner Boihem, that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission adopt the minutes, as presented, of its Regular Meeting held on February 18, 2013. Motion passed.  Yeas:  4 – Boihem, Ferrara, Griggs  and Williams
Nays: 0 Absent: 3 - Drake, Joubert and Watkins 
TREASURER’S REPORT:

In the absence of Treasurer Watkins Commissioner Williams presented the Financial Reports for the month ending February 28, 2013.  He reported that the total revenues were $ 22,125.07 and the total expenses were $21,539.57 leaving a net income of $585.50.  Hearing no additions or deletions, a motion for approval of the February financials, as presented, was made by Commissioner Boihem and seconded by Commissioner Griggs.  Motion passed. Yeas: 4 -Boihem, Ferrara, Griggs and Williams Nays: 0 Absent: 3 -  Drake, Joubert and Watkins
Old Business:
1.  DOTD-Port Priority State Project: SPN 578-53-0012 (321)

      a) Bulkhead Project Update

Port Director, Patrick Dufresne gave a brief update on the LA Port Construction and Development Priority Projects.  He reported that the William Evans project engineer with URS was not able to attend this meeting, due to a schedule conflict.  Discussed were issues relative to the final design plans for the bulkhead tie back system that remains’ pending until a decision is made in reference to the demolition of Building #1, which will be discussed later in the meeting.
URS submitted the paper work on the amended design plans and the specifications which incorporates the addition of the tie back system for the Bulkhead project and included all the bulkhead permits for the work performed including the area of Building #1 once it is demolished.  A meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 14, 2013 with the project engineer, URS under separate agreement, and the successful contractor for removal and transloading of material from the demolition project.
It was moved by Commissioner Boihem and seconded by Commission Williams that the Commission authorize its Executive Director, Patrick Dufresne, to negotiate and execute documents for removal of Building # 1 with the demolition contractor and Port’s attorney to proceed with preparations for awarding the proposed agreement and to incorporate Stone Oil Company in the negotiations/conversations and hire URS as the consulting engineer.   Motion passed. Yeas: 4 -Boihem, Ferrara, Griggs and Williams Nays: 0 Absent: 3 -  Drake, Joubert and Watkins 
2. Prospective Tenant (s) Update

    a) Stone Oil Project
An update was given by Anthony “Tony” Odak, representative with J.W. Stone Oil Distributors, on the latest progress of their operations at the Port Manchac terminal.  He reported on the following: increased volume of railcars, railcar switching schedule, operational issues, week-end barge activities, switching in lake at locks on south end, tentative plans to schedule a meeting with CN to discuss and clarify investment financing, need for additional track space to accommodate increase of rail cargo shipments, security, barge shipments and lease agreement expiration date.  

The port director reported that the initial Stone Oil lease agreement will expire on March 31, 2013.  Also discussed were Stone Oil’s plans for renewing its lease.  A letter from Stone Oil Company was requested by the director asking them to provide in writing to the Commission their intentions in regards to the 3 yr. option commencing March 31, 2013.  A 90 days lease extension was offered/ discussed giving Stone Oil an opportunity to further discuss/negotiate their intentions for the renewal of its current lease. 
It was moved by Commissioner Griggs and seconded by Commissioner Boihem that the Commission authorize its director, Patrick Dufresne, to extend the current Stone Oil Company lease agreement for 90 days while in the neogations period.  Any modifications, changes, deletion or additions made to current lease will require Commission approval. Motion passed.  Motion passed. Yeas: 4 -Boihem, Ferrara, Griggs and Williams Nays: 0 Absent: 3 - Drake, Joubert and Watkins
3.  Invoice Payment Approval 

The following invoices were presented, by Commissioner Boihem, for the Commission’s review and payment approval.

         a) Stranco Inv. # 10916 Amt. $400 (final invoice)

         b) FBAC (GASB 45 Actuarial Valuation) Service Rendered – Amt. $2,000

         c) Cashe Coudrain & Sandage Inv. 92795 Amt. 175.00 and Inv. 92796-Ligation - $l75.00

It was moved by Commissioner Williams and seconded by Commissioner Griggs that the Commission approve payment on the invoices presented by Commissioner Boihem.  Motion passed. Yeas: 4 -Boihem, Ferrara, Griggs and Williams Nays: 0 Absent: 3 - Drake, Joubert and Watkins 
4.)  Building # 1 Demolition Project update

         a) Resolution
Discussed were the submitted proposals for the demolition of Building # 1.   The port director recommended that URS Corporation provide consultant management services relative to the Demolition project since they are knowledgeable with the modifications in the design phase for bulkhead project and future anticipated infrastructure regarding port improvements.  In concluding the update, the port director announced that a successful proposal was received and preparations are being made prior to awarding the contractor’s proposal and requested approval from the Commission to proceed with moving forward in order to not delay the bulkhead tie-back system and mooring dauphin project engineering design. 

It was moved by Commissioner Boihem, seconded by Commissioner Williams that the Commission authorize the Professional Services of, URS, Corporation, as the consulting engineer to proceed with services relative to the Demolition of Building # 1, (20,000 sq.ft.
Warehouse and 7,000 sq.ft. dock) at the Port Manchac inter-modal terminal.  Provisions for compensation shall not exceed $3,500 for services rendered as project engineer for the demolition project.  Motion passed.  Yeas: Boihem, Ferrara, Griggs and Williams Nays: 0

Absent: 3 Drake, Joubert and Watkins

5. Foreign-Trade Zone 124 Application
Ms. Stacy Neal, Executive Director of Economic Development, gave a brief summary providing a narrative description in reference to the FTZ 124, an application for Reorganization, Expansion of Service Area under Alternative Site Framework, that was submitted by the Port of South Louisiana,(grantee), requesting authority to reorganize the FTZ to amend and expand its service area of the zone to include Tangipahoa Parish. The zone currently has a service area that includes St. Charles, St. John the Baptist, St. James,
La Fourche and St. Mary Parishes, in Louisiana.  Ms. Neal also reported that the application will be available for public inspection in the “reading Room” section of the Board’s website, which is accessible via www.trade.gov/ftz. 
6. Tank Sale Update
The port director reported that  proposals were received in regards to the surplus steel storage tanks situated at Port Manchac terminal.   He requested that the Commission’s attorney, Andre Coudrain, draft a Bill of Sale for  the surplus tanks with the only modification being the length of time frame,( 45 to 60 days), for removable of the material.  The buyer has agreed to work around the schedule of the existing tenants at the port facility.  In conclusion of the update the port director thanked Stacy Neal and Steve Hoover, representing Smitty’s Inc., for facilitating the transaction.  The process was a lengthy one and the port is glad to be able to provide more space for our tenants and remove the surplus material from the port facility.
It was moved by Commissioner Griggs, seconded by Commissioner Boihem that the Commission authorize Patrick J. Dufresne, Executive Director, to precede with the Act of

Sale of Movables in regards to the sale of the surplus tanks. Motion passed.  Yeas: Boihem, Ferrara, Griggs and Williams Nays: 0 Absent: 3 Drake, Joubert and Watkins

7.  Electrical Modifications Update
Commissioner Boihem gave an update in regards Entergy’s scope of work required for maintaining electrical power for/during the demolition of Building # 1.  Discussed were the following issues:  meeting with electrical contractor to coordinate a time frame for scheduled demolition, setting another intermediate pole for service, Entergy will provide permanent 480 volt service at facility, restoration of electrical service for scale and dock, repair to electrical lights in Building #3 and light on rail dock.  A meeting will be held with the electrical contractor and port director prior to the demolition of Building # 1 to coordinate a time frame and of scope of work details while the equipment is made available to maintain electrical services in the process of doing the required electrical modifications.

NEW BUSINESS:

1.  STPPC 50th Anniversary & Industry Appreciation Event 
The port director informed the Commission that a date has been established to hold an event to recognize the 50th Anniversary of the Port Commission and Industry Appreciation.  Time and Date:  Friday, April 19th at 10:00 a.m.  at the Port , Northshore, Manchac dock.   The invitation list to the event will include past and current Commissioners, and Directors, the legislative delegations, parish officials, and members of the Octavia Group, and others who have served or held an interest in the Port’s success through the past and into the future.  A reception will follow aboard the riverboat,  “Cotton Blossom” and include a catered reception. 
4.)  Davie Shoring Invoice Update- Review and Action concerning a claim against Davie 
       Shoring for money due.

* Executive Session pursuant to LSA RS 42:17 (A) 2 may be required to discuss 
    prospective litigation.

There was no need for an executive session, therefore the item was tabled.
REMARKS:
The director thanked all the Commissioners for their support especially Don Boihem for his time and availability. Don was very instrumental in coordinating the Port’s electrical, Entergy, needs in regard to the demolition project and restoration of power at the port facility. In addition, he attended various meetings relative to port issues and he also attended the PAL Conference which was held in Houma, La..

President Daryl Ferrara thanked Ms. Stacy Neal for her efforts, expertise input, for providing the information relative to the Foreign Trade Zone, and for her continued support and interest in the Port Manchac facility.

There being no further business, it was moved by Commissioner Williams and seconded by Commissioner Griggs that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion passed unanimously.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:10 p.m.
                                                                                   ________________________
                                                                                   Don Boihem, Secretary STPPC
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