SOUTH TANGIPAHOA PARISH PORT COMMISSION
TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 2016 – 12:00 NOON

MINUTES REGULAR MEETING
President Don Boihem called the Regular Meeting to order at 12:00 noon on Tuesday, March 8, 2016, at the office of the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission, 163 W. Hickory Street, Ponchatoula, Louisiana.
Helen Muller gave the invocation and Commissioner Joubert followed with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Commissioners Present:  Don Boihem, Cheryl Brumfield, James Wes Daniels II, Ernie Drake III and William Joubert 
Commissioners Absent:  Daryl Ferrara and Lucas Watkins

Others Present:  Patrick Dufresne, Director; Helen Muller, Secretary; Mike Patorno, Stacey Neal, Ranjit Gujja, Brian Mathis, Don Ellzey; The Hammond Daily Star and Bryan McMahan, The Ponchatoula Times
All visitors were introduced and welcomed.
President Boihem asked that the Commission amend its agenda to add under New Business Item 1: Bulkhead Decking,  a) Resolution,  
It was moved by Commissioner Joubert and seconded by Commissioner Daniels II that the Commission adopt the Agenda to include the added agenda item under New Business. Motion passed. Yeas: 5 Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, Drake III and Joubert  Nays: 0  Absent: 2  Ferrara and Watkins
Approval of Minutes:
It was moved by Commissioner Joubert and seconded by Commissioner Drake III that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission adopts the minutes, as presented, held on February 16, 2016. Motion passed. Yeas: 5 Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, Drake III and Joubert Nays: 0  Absent: 2  Ferrara and Watkins

TREASURER’S REPORT:
The financial reports for the month ending February 29, 2916 were tabled, until the April 12, 2016 meeting, due to late arrival of bank statements and present meeting.
OLD BUSINESS:
1. DOTD – Port Priority State Project:  SPN 578-53-0012 (321)
Patrick Dufresne, port director, reported the following: a final inspection meeting is scheduled for this afternoon for the port site visit with engineers and contractors  relative to the completion of the Bulkhead project; introduction of Brian Mathis, Business Development Originator, who delivered a presentation on the Kinder-Morgan Corporation; possibilities of future delays relative to Capital Outlay project funding; re-configuration of Governor tax cuts on budget issues; future Building Expansion and requested Commission approval to seek Request for Proposals to construct decking and lighting along southern shoreline area at the Port terminal.
2.  Prospective Tenant (s) Update 
Port Director, Patrick Dufresne, introduced Brian Mathis, Business Development Originator Southern Area with Kinder Morgan, Inc. and Stacy Neal of the TEDF who has shown an interest in the Port Manchac facility for prospective prospects and economic development purposes. Mr. Mathis presented the Commissioners and guest with a marketing brochure highlighting an overview of the Kinder Morgan network and services. Their network is strategically located along America’s Marine Highway Corridors with a diversified commodity mix that indicated a broad range of service capabilities and a balanced business portfolio for both dry and liquid bulk industries.  After the presentation the discussion included the many avenues for reaching the Commission’s goals in terms of positive port improvements to create cost-effective rail infrastructure, jobs, and value for both the state and parish economy. 
3. Invoice Payment Approval 
Commissioner Drake III t presented the following March invoice for the Commissioners review and payment approval. 

a)  URS/AECOM  Invoice # 377703284 Amount $762.00 (Task #8 Payment # 4)
It was moved by Commissioner Drake III and seconded by Commissioner Daniels II, that the Commission approve payment on the March invoice as presented by Commissioner Drake III. 
Motion passed. Yeas: 5 Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, Drake III and Joubert Nays: 0 Absent: 2  Ferrara and Watkins
4.  Vegetation Maintenance Project Update
The request for assistance from the Department of Transportation, Attorney General and parish is still pending pertaining to the research for maintenance along I-55 and Hwy 51regarding vegetation removal for visibility purposes, as requested by the billboard tenant at Port.
New Business:
1. Bulkhead Decking
     a) Resolution

The port director discussed allotted Federal Appropriations funds and requested Commission approval to seek proposals to construct the project.

Secretary Drake III introduced the resolution for approval.
It was moved by Commission Brumfield, seconded by Commissioner Drake that the Commission authorizes Patrick Dufresne, Port Director, to seek Request for Proposals for the construction of approximately   1,400 s. f. of   Bulkhead Decking and Lighting along the Southern shoreline area of the Port Manchac inter-modal terminal. The project will be funded by Federal Appropriations (U.S. Treasury) and shall not exceed a total amount of $31,000. Motion passed. Yeas: 5 Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, Drake III and Joubert Nays: 0  Absent: 2  Ferrara and Watkins

Remarks: 
Port Director, Patrick Dufresne, extended his thanks and appreciation to Brian Mathis, Business Development Originator for the informative Kinder Morgan presentation and Stacy Neal of the TEDF for their attendance, support, and interest in the port. 
Stacy Neal responded to Commissioner Joubert comment, regarding a Drone/ Fly Over Marketing Video, stating that the video was currently in the editing phase. President Boihem commented saying that the Video would not indicate the current improvements made at the port site since the video was made.
President Boihem thanked everyone for their participation, Commissioners, and the port director for all his hard work on everything that’s going on right now regarding the construction operation and for doing a great job. 
There being no further business, it was moved by Commissioner Brumfield and seconded by Commissioner Daniels II that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion passed. Yeas: 5 Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II,  Drake III and Joubert  Nays: 0  Absent: 2  Ferrara and Watkins

The meeting was adjourned at 12.40 pm.
Ernie Drake III, Secretary STPPC
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