                                   SOUTH TANGIPAHOA PARISH PORT COMMISSION

                                          TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 2015 at 12:00 Noon
                                     MINUTES REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 
The Regular meeting was called to order by President Don Boihem at 12:00 noon on Tuesday, March 10, 2015 at the office of the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission, 163 W. Hickory Street, Ponchatoula, Louisiana.

Helen Muller gave the invocation and Commissioner Bill Joubert followed with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioners Present:  Don Boihem, Cheryl Brumfield, James Wesley Daniels, Ernie Drake III, Bill Joubert and 
                                         Lucas Watkins
Commissioner Absent:   Daryl Farrera 

Others Present:  Patrick Dufresne, Director; Helen A. Muller, Secretary; and Don Ellzey with The Hammond Daily Star. 
All visitors in attendance were introduced and welcomed.  
The president, hearing no public comments, then asked for a motion to adopt the Regular meeting agenda as presented. 
It was moved by Commissioner Watkins and seconded by Commissioner Drake that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission adopt the agenda as presented.  Motion passed. Yeas: 6 – Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels, Drake, Joubert and Watkins Nays: 0   Absent:  Ferrara
 It was moved by Commissioner Drake and seconded by Commissioner Daniels that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission adopt the minutes, as presented, of its Regular Meeting held on February 10, 2015.  Motion passed. Yeas: 6 -  Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels, Drake, Joubert and Watkins  Nays: 0   Absent:  Ferrara

TREASURER’S REPORT:

Treasurer Watkins presented the Financial Reports for the month ending February 28, 2015. He reported that the total revenues were $32,316.67 and the total expenses were $31,941.05, leaving a net income of $375.62.    Hearing no additions or deletions, a motion for approval of the February, 2015 financials, as presented, was made by Commissioner Joubert and seconded by Commissioner Daniels. Motion passed. Yeas:6 - Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels, Drake, Joubert and Watkins Nays: 0   Absent:  Ferrara

OLD BUSINESS: 

1. DOTD- Port Priority State Project: SPN 578-053-00113 (321)
    Bulkhead, Lay-down Area, and Dredging Project

    A) Resolution

Director Patrick Dufresne announced that the Request For Proposals Ad, for State Project No. 578-53-0012/H.003600 (322) was placed in the Ponchatoula Times (STPPC Journal of Record), The Daily Star, The Advocate and the Central Auction House Web site for electronic submissions, as required per LA bid law.  A copy of the advertisement was presented, by the port director, for the Commissioner’s review stating that the ads would run until March 19, 2015.  Sealed and electronic bids will be received at the office of the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission, 163 W. Hickory St., Ponchatoula, LA until 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday April 7, 2015 and publicly opened and read aloud. A pre-bid conference will be held at 10:00 a.m., Tuesday, March 24, 2015 at the STPPC office. It was reported that URS was getting good responses regarding the RFP ad.   Briefly discussed were plans to possibly have a ribbon cutting ceremony in April/May acknowledging the construction of project. An update will be given at the April meeting. 
2. Prospective Tenant (s) Project Research Update 
Patrick Dufresne, port director, reported that good feedback was received from the railcar storage marketing campaign with CN railroad.  The inquiries regarding railcar storage were from several facilities along the river. Still pending are some logistic issues of CN switching the railcars out and he will be contacting the CN business personnel out of Montreal that handles big accounts for accommodations on a long term basis for railcar storage. A brief update was given regarding the following matters:  pellet trans-loading potential prospect, direct cargo transfer  by truck to rail, container, rail trans-load of plastic pellets, draft lease for Building #2,  dry and  liquid bulk materials and new tenant inquiry for rail storage. Future plans are to add additional storage tracks to accommodate long-term railcar storage operations and for a new potential trans-loading operation.  Construction will soon begin in Tangipahoa Parish in reference to a new plastic/pellet company operation and the company may have an interest in the Port Manchac facility for trans-loading their products. 
3.  Building # 3 –Addition Update
The director informed the Commission that the port’s attorney has formally presented the proposed options to the port’s tenant in regards to the tenant’s expansion options for Building # 3.  A meeting will be held in the near future to further discuss funding  availabilities for the expansion.
4.  Bayou Signs/Hwy 51- Vegetation Maintenance-

A brief summary was given by the port director regarding the request for vegetation maintenance along Hwy. 51 South to

allow for better viewing of a company’s billboards.  Issues discussed were the following: acquire additional permits, Attorney General opinion/approval, legal issues, liability responsibilities, financial details with auditor, cost sharing, rent deduction, property owner, DNR and Corp of Engineer permit guidelines and contract name is approved.  This issue will be re-visited at the April meeting once pertinent information is approved.
5.  Generator Project Update (FEMA-Grant No. 1603-DR-LA-0079)
The director informed the Commission that URS was awarded the  engineering services for the FEMA Generator Project and will soon begin working on the installation of Generators. The FEMA Grant #1603-DR-LA-0079 awarded amount was $265,500 which included fees for services rendered for project engineering and for the Generator/Related Equipment for the Port Manchac terminal.   The port director reported meeting with President Don Boihem and Bill Poland, Marketing Consultant, recently researching the natural gas service possibilities that were previously discussed for potential prospects requiring natural gas service for their operations.  A preliminary cost analysis was provided after the research. The closest gas pipe line to tap into is located 9 miles from the port site.  The estimated cost/fee of running a gas line has been in excess of $1MM/per mile plus other added expenses for construction. 

6. Invoice Payment Approval 
Treasurer Watkins presented for the Commissioner’s review and payment approval the following March, 2015 invoices.
a)  G.T. Michelli Co., Inc.   Inv.# 15139     Amt. 687.00
b) Rail Technical Services, LLC Invoice # 13858 Amt. $1,200

c)  Office of Group Benefits - March Invoice $2,842.24 
d) 32nd Annual PAL Conference – Sliver Sponsor $1,000
f)  Bill Poland, Consultant, Month of February 2015– Amt. $ 500.00
g) Cashe Coudrain & Sandage, Professional Services, Inv. # 100840 Amt. $160.00 

h) The Ponchatoula Times, LLC- Invoice 8070034 - Publishing Legal Notices – Amt. $145.00

It was moved by Commissioner Daniel seconded by Commissioner Brumfield, that the Commission approve payment of the March, 2015 invoices as presented by Treasurer Watkins. Motion passed. Yeas: 6 - Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels, Drake, Joubert and Watkins  Nays: 0   Absent:  Ferrara

New Business:
1. Legislative Audit Compliance Questionnaire for Year Ending 2014

    a) Adopt Resolution

Port Director Patrick Dufresne, as a reminder, informed the Commission that prior to an audit a compliance questionnaire is required and to be in accordance with Statements of the Standards for Accounting and Review Services issued by the American Institute of Certified Public Accounts, established by the Governmental Account Standards Board. President Boihem presented the completed questionnaire for the Commissioner’s review. Commissioner/Secretary Ernest Drake, III, introduced a resolution for adopting the Compliance Questionnaire as required prior to the STPPC 2014 audit. 
It was moved by Commissioner Watkins and seconded by Commissioner Joubert that the Commission adopt the completed Louisiana Compliance Questionnaire (For Audit Engagements), as presented, and submit the forms, a requirement as part of the financial audit for Louisiana governmental units and quasi-public entities, prior to the annual audit for year ending December 2014. Motion passed. Yeas:6 - Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels, Drake, Joubert and Watkins Nays: 0   Absent:  Ferrara

  Executive Session- Pursuant to LS RS 42.6-1 To Discuss Land Acquisition Negotiations

There was no need to have an executive session at this time to discuss land acquisitions.
Remarks:
Port Director, Patrick Dufresne reported that the Port’s Association of Louisiana 32nd Annual Conference will be held in New Orleans, on March 25-26 and 27, 2015.  Discussions will include a Legislative Forum update, funding opportunities to build more projects and a Governors Candidate Debate. Thursday evening, March 26, a reception will take place at the Port of New Orleans. Any Commissioners wishing to attend can contact the office to register.
President Boihem thanked the Commissioners for their time and dedication while serving and appreciated all the efforts from Helen and Pat as we are defiantly moving in a positive direction and it will be a matter of time before more than one  

project will come to fruition. 

Commissioner Cheryl Brumfield expressed her thanks for the invitation to attend the PAL Conference, but due to several

prior commitments she regrets not being able to attend the PAL conference.  She extended an invitation to everyone to mark their calendar to join in on the following events: Sicilian Heritage Festival Open House, Italian Festival Open House and Spaghetti Cook-off and parade that will be taking place in Tangipahoa Parish during the months of March and April.
There being no other remarks or further business, it was moved by Commissioner Daniels and seconded by Commissioner Drake that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion passed. Yeas: 6 -  Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels, Drake, Joubert and Watkins  Nays: 0   Absent:  Ferrara

Adjourned at 12:35 P.M.

                                                                                         _____________________________________
                                                                                         Ernie Drake, III Secretary- STPPC
