SOUTH TANGIPAHOA PARISH PORT COMMISSION
Monday, JANUARY 14, 2013– 12:00 NOON

MINUTES REGULAR MEETING
President Daryl Ferrara called the meeting to order at 12:00 noon on Monday, January 14, 2013  at the office of the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission, 163 W. Hickory Street, Ponchatoula, Louisiana.
Commissioner Mike Williams  gave the invocation and Commissioner Don Boihem followed with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioners Present:  Don Boihem, Ernest Drake, Daryl Ferrara, Mark Griggs, William Joubert, Michael Williams and Lucas Watkins
Absent: None
Others Present:  Patrick Dufresne, Port Director; Helen Muller, Secretary, William Evans, Stacey Neal, Don Ellzey, Tangipahoa Public Relations/Action News and Media Representative, Loretta Joiner, The Hammond Daily Star.
Visitors were introduced and welcomed.
There were no public comments.

It was moved by Commissioner Williams and seconded by Commissioner Griggs that the Commission convene its meeting and adopt the Agenda for the Regular Monthly Meeting, as presented.  Motion passed unanimously. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

It was moved by Commissioner Boihem seconded by Commissioner Drake, that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission ratify the Public Hearing Minutes held on December 10, 2012 on the proposed 2013 Budget, as presented.  Motion passed unanimously:  Yeas:  7 – Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Griggs, Joubert, Watkins and Williams Nays: 0 Absent: 0
It was moved by Commissioner Joubert and seconded by Commissioner Boihem that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission adopt the minutes, as presented, of its Regular Meeting held on December 10, 2012. Motion passed. Yeas: 7-Boihem,Drake, Ferrara, Griggs, Joubert, Watkins and Williams Nays: 0 Absent: 0

TREASURER’S REPORT:

The Financial Reports for the month ending December 31, 2012 were presented by Treasurer Watkins.  He reported that the total revenues were $18,754.21 and the total expenses were 
$43,807.66  leaving a negative net income of $25,053.45. Hearing no additions or deletions, a motion for approval of the December financials, as presented, was made by Commissioner Boihem and seconded by Commissioner Griggs.  Motion passed. Yeas: 7-Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Griggs, Joubert, Watkins and Williams Nays: 0 Absent: 0

Old Business:
1.  DOTD-Port Priority State Project: SPN 578-53-0012 (321)

      a) Bulkhead Project Update

Williams Evans, the Port’s project engineer, informed the Commission of previous discussion and status on the proposed modifications/amendments to the original design plans regarding the Bulkhead Project.  The issues being addressed were an essential part of the recently submitted application under the LA Port Construction and Development Priority Program for assistance in the implementation of needed port improvements. Open discussion was in regards to complimenting the ports design and modifications for rail expansion possibilities, spill containment, operational safety and environmental issues and other needs for future port infrastructure. 
2. Prospective Tenant (s) Update
    a) Stone Oil Project
The port director informed the Commission that most of the issues were covered in the Bulkhead Project update given by William Evans which included the Stone Oil operation improvements .  The Commission is in the process of working to implement the next Phase of State Project SPN 578-53-0012 to include new docks, rail expansion and laydown areas regarding port improvements.  Director Dufresne reported also that activity at the port site had been busy since Stone Oil came aboard and is looking forward to the ports future growth by bringing in job opportunities to the port and Tangipahoa Parish.

.
 3.  Invoice Payment Approval 

The following invoices were presented, by Treasurer Watkins, for the Commission’s review and payment approval. 

         a) G.T. Michelli Co., Inv. #128160 Amt. $633.62

         b) Cashe Coudrain & Sandage –Inv. #92154 Amt. $105.00 & Inv. #92155 Amt. $52.50

         c) URS Engineering Services _ Invoice 5283421 (Amt. $20,000) Remaining Balance
         d)  Gulf Ports Association- Inv. # C2013- Amt. $200 
         e) Ports Association of Louisiana (PAL) Dues  Amt. $2,000

         f)  Patrick Dufresne- Office Renovations Reimbursement- Amt. $216.99

It was moved by Commissioner Boihem, seconded by Commissioner Williams that the Commission approve payment on the invoices presented by Treasurer Watkins.  Motion
passed.   Yeas: 7-Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Griggs, Joubert, Watkins and Williams Nays: 0 Absent: 0
4. Meeting Date Schedule for Year 2013
After much discussion regarding future meeting dates the Commission decided to continue with their meeting date as currently scheduled.  A motion was made and seconded that the Commission will meet on the second Monday of each month at 12:00 (Noon) at their office at 163 W. Hickory St., Ponchatoula, LA.  Motion passed. Roll call vote. Yeas: 6 -Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Joubert, Watkins and Williams  Nays: 0  Abstained:  Griggs.  
NEW BUSINESS:

1. Election of Officers for Term 2013
Nominations were made for election of officers to serve for the 2013 calendar year, effective January 14, 2013.

It was moved by Commissioner Williams, seconded by Commissioner Boihem, that Commissioner Daryl Ferrara be nominated and elected to serve as President of the Commission.  Motion passed by acclamation.

It was moved by Commissioner Williams, seconded by Commissioner Boihem, that Commissioner Griggs be nominated and elected to serve as Vice President of the Commission.  Motion passed by acclamation.
It was moved by Commissioner Joubert, seconded by Commissioner Drake, that Commissioner Watkins be nominated and elected to serve as Treasurer of the Commission.  Motion passed by acclamation.

It was moved by Commissioner Griggs, seconded by Commissioner Williams, that Commissioner Boihem be nominated and elected to serve as Secretary of the Commission.  Motion passed by acclamation.

Congratulations were extended to the newly elected officers and Daryl Ferrara, President, continued with the meeting agenda items.

2.  CPA Engagement Request for Year Ending 2012

     A) GASB-45  Evaluation
Port Director Patrick Dufresne, as a reminder, informed the Commission that prior to an audit and in accordance with Statements of the Standards for Accounting and Review Services issued by the American Institute of Certified Public Accounts, established by the Governmental Account Standards Board, an evaluation is required prior to the 2012 audit.
It was moved by Commissioner Joubert, seconded by Commissioner Boihem that the Commission authorize its  director to seek proposals requesting certified account who performs actuarial  services regarding the Government Account Standards Board(GASB) statement 45.  Expenditure for services performed are not to exceed $2,000.  Motion passed. Yeas: 7-Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Griggs, Joubert, Watkins and Williams Nays: 0 Absent: 0
3. Building # 1 Demolition Project

    a) Resolution

Port Director, Patrick Dufresne gave a brief summary on the status of Building # 1 pertaining to damages from previous hurricanes and from recent hurricane Isaac in 2012.   Prior FEMA requested funding to repair Building # 1 for structural damages incurred by Hurricane’s Ike/Gustav in 2008 are still pending.  The building received further damages from Hurricane Isaac in August 2012 making it a safety concern for terminal workers.  As a result, the STPPC requested that an alternative application be approved for demolition of the building due to safety concerns at the site.  Authorization from the Commission was requested, by the director, to advertise and seek request for proposals for the Building demolition project. The demolition project would involve re-cycling of the iron, sheet metal, and concrete panels, per FEMA/GOHSEP requirements.  
It was moved by Commissioner Griggs, seconded by Commissioner Joubert that the Commission authorize Patrick J. Dufresne, Executive Director, be empowered and execute any and all documents pertaining to the advertising for Proposal Request for, the Demolition and Removal of Metal Building # 1 (27,000 sq. ft. Warehouse facility located at the Port Manchac Terminal. Motion passed. Yeas: 7-Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Griggs, Joubert, Watkins and Williams Nays: 0 Absent: 0
4.)  Davie Shoring Invoice Update- Review and Action concerning a claim against Davie 
       Shoring for money due.

* Executive Session pursuant to LSA RS 42:17 (A) 2 may be required to discuss 
    prospective litigation.

There was no need for an executive session, therefore the item was tabled.
REMARKS:
Patrick Dufresne extended thanks to Commissioner Don Boihem for his assistance with the 

permitting requirements through Entergy regarding the Stone Oil project.  He also announced and reminded the Commission to submit their annual online training and LA Board of Ethics forms that are required for submission before May 15 each year.

There being no further business, it was moved by Commissioner Griggs and seconded by Commissioner Boihem that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion passed.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:45 p.m.
                                                                                   ________________________
                                                                                   Don Boihem, Secretary STPPC
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