SOUTH TANGIPAHOA PARISH PORT COMMISSION
TUESDAY, February 16, 2016 – 12:00 NOON

MINUTES REGULAR MEETING
President Don Boihem called the Regular Meeting to order at 12:00 noon on Tuesday, February 16, 2016, at the office of the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission, 163 W. Hickory Street, Ponchatoula, Louisiana.
Helen Muller gave the invocation and Commissioner Brumfield followed with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Commissioners Present:  Don Boihem, Cheryl Brumfield, Ernie Drake III and William Joubert 
Commissioners Absent:  James Wes. Daniels II, Daryl Ferrara and Lucas Watkins

Others Present:  Patrick Dufresne, Director; Helen Muller, Secretary; Don Ellzey; The Hammond Daily Star and Bryan McMahan, The Ponchatoula Times
All visitors were introduced and welcomed.
Hearing no public comments, the president then asked for a motion to adopt the meeting agenda.

It was moved by Commissioner Drake III and seconded by Commissioner Joubert that the Commission adopt the February 16th Agenda, as presented. Motion passed. Yeas: 4  Boihem, Brumfield, Drake III and Joubert  Nays: 0  Absent: 3  Daniels II, Ferrara and Watkins
Approval of Minutes:
It was moved by Commissioner Drake III and seconded by Commissioner Joubert that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission adopt the minutes, as presented, held on January 12, 2016. Motion passed. Yeas: 4 Boihem, Brumfield, Drake III and Joubert  Nays: 0  Absent: 3  Daniels II, Ferrara and Watkins

TREASURER’S REPORT:

Due to the absence of Treasurer Watkins, Commissioner Joubert presented the financial reports ending January 31, 2016.  He reported that the January total revenues were $ 115,560.67 and total expenses were $ 208,340.43 leaving a negative net income of $92,779.76.  It was noted that the negative net income amount was related to the current construction project taking place at the port.
It was moved by Commissioner Joubert and seconded by Commissioner Brumfield that the Commission approve the financial report, as presented, for the period ending January 31, 2016. Motion Passed.  Yeas: 4 Boihem, Brumfield, Drake III and Joubert Nays: 0  Absent: 3  Daniels II, Ferrara and Watkins
OLD BUSINESS:
1. DOTD – Port Priority State Project:  SPN 578-53-0012 (321)
a)  Resolution-RFP- # 7    
In updating the Commissioner’s the port director reported that the current Phase of the Bulkhead project is near completion. Pictures were sent to the Commissioners, by e-mail, on a daily bases showing the progress made on laydown yard area and roadway. The target date for ending the Bulkhead project, if the weather forecast cooperates, is February 26, 2016.  If the weather cooperates the project should be completed on schedule. Notification will be given if an extension is required for additional time due to the weather. An update was also given regarding re-usable materials such as base rock, installation of 80% of concrete panels, paving, and removal of debris on port property from other projects. A resolution was requested for Payment No. 7 
Commissioner/Secretary Drake III introduced a resolution for Commission approval in regards to request for Payment No. 7.  
Moved by Commissioner Joubert and seconded by Commissioner Brumfield that the Commission authorizes Patrick Dufresne, Port Director, to approve and execute the Application for Partial Payment No. 7, Contact Number 2 from Professional Construction Services, Inc. (PCS), upon invoice review/approved from URS/AECOM, relating to the Louisiana State Project SPN 578-53-0012/H.003600 (322), - Port Improvements Shoreline Protection, Dredging, Loading Dock and Laydown Yard at Port Manchac. The project work amount due this application is $ 173,018.52.
Motion Passed.  Yeas: 4 Boihem, Brumfield, Drake III and Joubert Nays: 0 Absent: 3 Daniels II, Ferrara and Watkins

2.  Prospective Tenant (s) Update 
      a) Resolution  

An update was provided by the port director, Patrick Dufresne. He reported that the marketing research efforts remains on-going, seeking all avenues and assistance to market the Polymer Pellet Industry.  Basically the interested inquiries received are looking for both short and long term project goals for their operation regarding storage and transloading.  He reported that the CN railroad president was a visitor at the port facility over the week-end.  In addition, CN railroad is in the process of using the Port Manchac terminal as a staging area for storing rail materials to be used for repairing the CN trestle that was recently destroyed by fire along I-10. Belchem Corp based out of St. Gabriel, LA, is now storing railcars at the port on monthly bases.
3. Invoice Payment Approval 
Commissioner Joubert presented the following February invoices for the Commissioners review and payment approval. 

a)  Ports Association of Louisiana Membership Dues for 2016 - $2,000

b)  The Ponchatoula Times - Legal Notice Publications  Total Amt. Due  $489.20
 Inv. #8070235 Amt. $174.40; Inv.# 8070267 Amt. 169.60;  Inv. #8070270  Amt. 145.20                                                             

It was moved by Commissioner Drake III and seconded by Commissioner Brumfield, that the Commission approve payment on the February invoices as presented by Commissioner Joubert. Motion passed. Yeas: 4 Boihem, Brumfield, Drake III and Joubert Nays: 0 Absent: 3 Daniels II, Ferrara and Watkins

4.  Vegetation Maintenance Project Update
Port Director Patrick Dufresne provided a brief update concerning the vegetation maintenance along I-55 and Hwy 51. The current plan is to contact the ports area legislators to request assistance from , DOTD for some assistance on this vegetation maintenance project. 
President Boihem shared some information pertaining to an idea that was brought forth and discussed at a recent Tourist Commission meeting in regards to having an electronic billboard on port property.  Also discussed was an agreement to lease space for an electronic billboard that would benefit the Tangipahoa Parish Tourist Commission by its advertising of parish events such as fairs and festivals as it would be an eye catcher and  extremely visible from the interstate.  The director will keep the Commission inform on the status of project and lease tenant request for vegetation removal at the next meeting. 

New Business:

1. Cooperative Endeavor Agreement- State of Louisiana Facility Planning & Control
    a) Resolution
The port director reported that additional State Capital Outlay funding was applied for last year in 2015, for additional dredging on North Pass Channel. The improvements including Planning and Construction, to deepen the channel, will be required for future barge tenant projects. He informed the Commission that the required Cooperative Endeavor Agreement Data Forms were received from the Facility Planning and Control office and in order to expedite the agreement a resolution was requested for Commission approval. 

Secretary Drake III introduced the resolution for approval.
It was moved by Commission Brumfield, seconded by Commissioner Joubert that the Commission authorizes Patrick Dufresne, Port Director, to officially execute the Cooperative Endeavor Agreement between the State of Louisiana and the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission, for State Capital Outlay funding Agreement documents relative to the Port Manchac North Pass Channel Improvements, Planning and Construction Project. FP&C Project No. 36-P33-15-01 funding in the amount of $ 1,290,000 and return data to Facility Planning & Control Division of Administration.
Motion Passed.  Yeas: 4 Boihem, Brumfield, Drake III and Joubert Nays: 0 Absent: 3 Daniels II, Ferrara and Watkins

2) STPPC Charter Amendment

    a) Resolution
The port director discussed the term limitation’s of its current Commissioner’s, that at two full terms   as currently stated in the STPPC Charter, which was modified in 2003.  As a result it was requested that the port Commission’s State Representatives file a bill in the upcoming 2016 regular session to revert back to the original Charter which had no cap on term limits. It would be in the best interest of the ports operation to have Commissioners serve longer than two terms, if they so desire, in terms of continuity and  it would also be advantages to the have longer terms, especially when decisions are relative to ongoing port projects. 

Secretary Drake III introduced the resolution regarding the Charter Amendment request.
It was moved by Commissioner Joubert and seconded by Commissioner Brumfield that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission authorize its director, Patrick Dufresne, to request that the Port’s State of LA Legislator’s (Representative Pugh and Senator White) to file a Bill amending its Charter in reference to Chapter 18, RS 34:1951), Acts 2003, No. 889-1, Section “D”, effective July 1, 2003. This amendment would revert the Charter item back to its original provision. Motion passed. Yeas: 4 Boihem, Brumfield, Drake III and Joubert Nays: 0 Absent: 3 Daniels II, Ferrara and Watkins
Remarks: 
Expressions of thanks and appreciation were extended by the Port Director, Patrick Dufresne, to everyone for their attendance, support and interest in the port. The director also announced that the Ports Association of Louisiana ( PAL) will be hosting its 33rd Annual Conference, March 2-4, 2016, in Charenton, LA and Governor Bel Edwards will be speaking at the event. More information will be sent to any Commissioner’s that plan to attend.
The administrative secretary announced that she will be out of the office on March 1, 2 and 3rd  so, Commissioners were notified to register prior to her absence, if attending the 2016 PAL Conference. 

President Boihem personally thanked the port director for all the time and efforts that he has devoted towards the work in progress at the port relative to the many questions that required immediate attention. The current series of port improvement projects implemented is a tremendous asset to the parish. A ceremony is in the planning once the projects are completed. In concluding his remarks President Boihem also discussed the possibilities of constructing a small version, as a replica, of the old Manchac lighthouse on Lake Pontchartrain. The lighthouse once stood as a beacon, warning ships through the Pass Manchac, more than a Century ago. It no longer is in existence, but the top of the lighthouse remain’s stored at a museum in Covington.  Originally build in 1868, the lighthouse has long been documented as an- historical structure and is listed in the National Register of Historic Places.  The Commission is in support of developing attempts to build a replica by requesting other interested parties to get involved such as the Lake Maurepas Society, the Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation, and possibly S.L.U and to seek secure funding and engineering design for the project.
There being no further business, it was moved by Commissioner Brumfield and seconded by Commissioner Drake III that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion passed. Yeas: 4 Boihem, Brumfield, Drake III and Joubert Nays: 0 Absent: 3 Daniels II, Ferrara and Watkins
The meeting was adjourned at 12.35 pm.
Ernie Drake III, Secretary STPPC
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