SOUTH TANGIPAHOA PARISH PORT COMMISSION
TUESDAY, APRIL 8, 2014 – 12:00 NOON

MINUTES – REGULAR MEETING
President Don Boihem called the meeting to order at 12:00 noon on Tuesday, April 8, 2014, at the office of the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission, 163 W. Hickory Street, Ponchatoula, Louisiana.
Helen Muller, Adm. Secretary, gave the invocation and followed with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioners Present:  Don Boihem, Ernest Drake, III, Daryl Ferrara, and Lucas Watkins 
Absent:  Commissioners Bill Joubert, Mark Griggs and Michael Williams
Others Present:  Patrick Dufresne, Port Director; Helen Muller, Secretary; Bill Poland, Bryan T. McMahan, The Ponchatoula Times and Don Ellzey, The Hammond Daily Star 
All visitors were introduced and welcomed. 
Hearing no public comments, the president then asked for a motion to adopt the meeting agenda.
It was moved Commission Watkins and seconded by Commissioner Drake that the Commission adopt the April 8, 2014 Agenda as presented.  Motion passed:  Yeas 4: Boihem, Drake, Ferrara and Watkins Nays: None   Absent: 3 Commissioners Bill Joubert, Mark Griggs and Michael Williams

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
It was moved by Commissioner Drake and seconded by Commissioner Ferrara that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission adopt the minutes, as presented, of its Regular Meeting held March, 18, 2014. Motion passed.  Call vote: Yeas 4: Boihem, Drake, Ferrara and Watkins Nays: None   Absent: 3 Bill Joubert, Mark Griggs and Michael Williams
TREASURER’S REPORT:

The Financial Reports for the month ending March 31, 2014 were tabled until the next regular Commission meeting scheduled for Tuesday, May 13, 2014.
OLD BUSINESS:

1. DOTD – Port Priority State Project:  SPN 578-53-0012 (321)
     Resolution-

 Port Director, Patrick Dufresne announced that Ranjit Gujja with URS Engineering Firm was not able to attend today’s meeting to present the project status due to a conflict in his schedule.   The following matters were discussed in reference to the project’s update: revision made prior to finalizing the project’s design plans, submittal and approval of the permit application for new/additional barge dock, additional cost, structural engineers revised scope for the Geo-tech analysis, soil conditions, soil borings, depth of pile for dock, submittal of plans to DOTD for their approval, preparations for bid/proposal package and date/time frame for advertising the project.  In an effort to keep project moving and saving of time the port director requested that a resolution be approved by the Commission allowing the project be put out for bid upon reviewing and approval by the LA DOTD on final design plans and specification.
It was moved by Commissioner Watkins and seconded by Commissioner Ferrara that the Commission authorizes Patrick Dufresne, Port Director, to advertise Louisiana State Project SPN 578-53-0012 (322), Bulkhead, Lay-down area and Dredging Improvements project.  The design plans and specifications, upon final approval from LA DOTD will be in compliance with the guidelines established in the Port Construction and Development Priority Program grant application. Preparations and submission for services rendered and advertised in the Port’s Official Journal of Record and the Central Auction House electronic bidding service requesting bid/proposals for the related construction project will be coordinated by URS, the Port’s project engineering firm of record.  Motion passed.  Yeas: 4 Boihem, Drake, Ferrara and Watkins Nays: 0  Absent: 3  Bill Joubert, Mark Griggs and Michael Williams

2. Prospective Tenant (s) Project Research Update
Port director Patrick Dufresne reported that a marketing presentation is in the process of being implemented to provide information for prospective crude oil shippers.  Discussed were the following matters: a list was requested from CN marketing personnel in Toronto and Montreal to present the STPPC marketing plan to potential crude oil clients, a thank you was extended to Bill Poland and Bill Joubert for their help in assisting the Commission with researched data, the possibility of hiring a marketing consultant, creation of a financial plan model, and a power point presentation that is condensed and concise that can illustrate the advantages of shipping crude oil at the Port Manchac facility as oppose to companies investing in a higher shipping rates on river. In conclusion, the port director suggested/recommend to the Commission that Bill Poland be considered, as consultant, to represent the STPPC in their marketing master plan presentation.  Treasure Watkins requested that a resume from Mr. Poland be presented for the Commissioner’s review and further discussion at the next regular meeting of the Commissioner. 

3.  Invoice Payment Approval 

Treasurer Watkins presented the following invoices for the Commission’s review and payment approval:

APRIL INVOICE APPROVAL 

a) M&R Resources, LLC  -  (For Electrical Repairs Bldg. 1,2,3 and truck scale) Inv. # 1448- Amt. $5,190.00  
Inv. # 1376- Amt. $3,214.24  Inv. and Inv. # 1377 -Amt. $447.52 

b) Capital One Statement – (Pre-Approved Hotel Reservations) for Pal Conference, - Amt. $506.22

         

Due date 4/12/14) Mailed 4/1/2014 to avoid penalty.

c) Liuzza Trucking – Professional Services Rendered-Dirt Work - $1,260.00

It was moved by Commissioner Drake, seconded by Commission Ferrara that the Commission approve payment on the invoices as presented by Treasurer Watkins.  Motion passed.  Call vote: 4 Yeas: Boihem, Drake, Ferrara and Watkins Nays: 0   Absent:  3 Commissioners Bill Joubert, Mark Griggs and Michael Williams

4.  Railroad Tamping Project
An update was given by the port director on the Rail Rehabilitation project at the Port Manchac Inter-modal terminal (Project # 36-P33-12-01).    Dark Horse Rail Service’s, Inc., proposal was accepted in the amount of $14,100 for the referenced project to elevate a portion of the track on MA -29 which is the current track that is currently leased to Stone Oil.  He reported that Stone Oil Company is in agreement and is currently working on a plan to remove their spill containment rail mat materials prior to Dark Horse Rail Services starting the Rail Rehabilitation/Tamping project. The removal and replacement of the spill containment process will require extensive labor to complete the project.
5.  T.I.G.E.R.  Grant-Round 6- U.S. Department of Transportation for Funding
     (Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery)
The port director informed the Commission that the TIGER Grant 6 application was submitted, along with copies of updated support letters received from area legislators, on behalf of the (STPPC-State of Louisiana governing authority for Port Manchac) to the U.S. Department of Transportation for funding for the FY2014 Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER VI) grant program.  The request is for $12 million for Intermodal Rail Improvements, Laydown Storage Areas, More Track, Drainage, and Road Improvements. There is about $475 million dollar in Round 
6 that is available, and 25% is dedicated to rural distressed communities in which the Port fits into that category. Funds will be awarded to a variety of project types in municipalities, cities, towns, water systems and roadway projects. The actual submission date for applying started today (April 8, 2014) and ends on April 28, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. The evaluation period typically takes three to four months.  A report will be given at a later date in regards to the submitted grant application. 
New Business:
1. Port Website Management
The port director informed the Commission that the current Port Manchac Website is in a transition phase at this time.  The previous service provider that hosted the Port’s on line services is no longer in business.  As a result, we are not able to secure the previous documents/data that was submitted to the website manager. The director announced and discussed  seeking request for proposals from Website managers to produce a professional Website page with modifications/updates, photos, and other related changes regarding port activities and improvements since the last Website design. A report will be given at the next Commission meeting. 
REMARKS:
The port director gave an update reporting that the permit remains pending in regards to the cutting of trees along Interstate 55 and the port’s property which has been an on-going project.  A notice from the Office of Coastal Management has been received for the referenced Coastal Use Permit Application and is now listed for Public for comments. Related information will also be sent to Corps of Engineers in the process of securing a permit for the project.
President Boihem commented that he appreciated everyone’s time and efforts for their attendance at the meeting.
It was moved by Commissioner Ferrara and seconded by Commissioner Watkins that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion passed. 4 Yeas: Boihem, Drake, Ferrara and Watkins Nays: 0   Absent:  3 Commissioners Bill Joubert, Mark Griggs and Michael Williams
The meeting was adjourned at 12:45.






_______________________






                Daryl Ferrara, Secretary
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