SOUTH TANGIPAHOA PARISH PORT COMMISSION
TUESDAY, APRIL 12, 2016 – 12:00 NOON

MINUTES REGULAR MEETING
President Don Boihem called the Regular Meeting to order at 12:00 noon on Tuesday, April 12, 2016, at the office of the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission, 163 W. Hickory Street, Ponchatoula, Louisiana.
Helen Muller gave the invocation and Commissioner Daniels II followed with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Commissioners Present:  Don Boihem, Cheryl Brumfield, James Wes Daniels II, Ernie Drake III and William Joubert 
Commissioners Absent:  Daryl Ferrara and Lucas Watkins

Others Present:  Patrick Dufresne, Director; Helen Muller, Secretary; Frank Neelis, Don Ellzey; The Hammond Daily Star and Bryan McMahan, The Ponchatoula Times
All visitors were introduced and welcomed.
President Boihem asked for a motion to adopt the April 12 Agenda as presented.
It was moved by Commissioner Daniels II and seconded by Commissioner Brumfield that the Commission adopt the Agenda. Motion passed. Yeas: 5 Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, Drake III and Joubert Nays: 0 Absent: 2 Ferrara and Watkins
Approval of Minutes:
It was moved by Commissioner Brumfield and seconded by Commissioner Drake III that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission adopts the minutes, as presented, for meeting held on March 8, 2016. Motion passed. Yeas: 5 Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, Drake III and Joubert   Nays: 0 
Absent: 2 Ferrara and Watkins

TREASURER’S REPORT:
In the absence of Treasurer Watkins Commissioner Joubert presented the financials for the month ending February 29, 2016 (highlighted in Yellow). He reported that the February 2016 total revenues were $29,480.82 and the total expenses were $22,716.37 leaving a net income of $6,764.45.   Hearing no additions or deletions, a motion for approval of the February 2016 financials, as presented, was made by Commissioner Brumfield and seconded by Commissioner Drake III . Motion passed. Yeas: 5 Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, Drake III and Joubert Nays: 0 Absent: 2 Ferrara and Watkins
Commissioner Joubert also presented the Financial Reports for the month ending March 31, 2016 (highlighted in Blue) which showed the total revenues were $156,459.10 and the total expenses were $187.179.17 leaving a negative net income of $30,720.97.  He informed the Commission that the negative figure was relative to the current port improvement projects.
It was moved by Commissioner Drake III and seconded by Commissioner Daniels II that the Commission approve and accept the March financials, as presented. Motion passed. Yeas: 5 Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, Drake III and Joubert Nays: 0 Absent: 2 Ferrara and Watkins
OLD BUSINESS:
1. DOTD – Port Priority State Project:  SPN 578-53-0012 (322)
Patrick Dufresne, port director, gave an update reporting on the following: completion of the Bulkhead project, final payment on project, discussion of potential levee construction, elevations at port site, water levels at North Pass and the port site during recent  storm, hurricane and high tide, complicated rising water issues, permits, drainage,  recycled panels, engineer cost estimates, utilization of  vinyl/metal sheets, project cost savings, construction/design for additional projects pertaining to expansion to building #3 and relocation of Truck Scale.  He also presented an Application for Partial Payment No. 8 received from Professional Construction Services, Inc. for review and payment approval.
Commissioner/Secretary Drake III introduced the following resolution relative to the requested Application for payment.
It was moved by Commissioner Daniels II seconded by Commissioner Brumfield that the Commission authorizes Patrick Dufresne, Port Director, to approve and execute the Application for Partial Payment No. 8 from Professional Construction Services, Inc. (PCS) , upon invoice review/approved from URS/AECOM,  relating to the Louisiana State Project SPN 578-53-0012/H.003600 (322), - (Phase II) Port Improvements Shoreline Protection Dredging, Loading Dock and Laydown Yard at Port Manchac. The project work amount due this application is 

$ 404,169.71. Motion passed. Call Vote: Yeas: 5 Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, Drake III and Joubert  Nays: 0 Absent: 2 Ferrara and Watkins
The port director announced that the Tangipahoa Parish-Roadway Community Development Block Grant funding for Port Improvements relative to the 2008 Gustav Hurricane  will take place in the next two weeks. The paved roadway will basically make transloading operations more efficient at the port. An update will be provided as the work progresses.
2.  Prospective Tenant (s) Update 
Patrick Dufresne reported that he would be attending the CCC Conference (Critical Commodities Conference) on Wednesday, April 14 in New Orleans Downtown Marriott at the Convention Center. The Port of New Orleans & the American Institute for International Steel in Partnership with American Shipper are sponsors for this conference.  It’s an opportunity to market/converse with the variety of shipping contacts, relative to the Polymer Industry and CN for liquid and bulk cargo/

Commodities and invite companies to visit the inter-modal port terminal to view the current improvements.
3. Invoice Payment Approval 
Commissioner Joubert presented the following April invoice for the Commissioners review and payment approval. 

a)  URS/AECOM  - Project. NO: 60441071 (Task: No. 8) Invoice # 377215857 Amount $915.50 for Services Rendered February. 16 through March 11, 2016.
It was moved by Commissioner Drake III and seconded by Commissioner Daniels II, that the Commission approve payment on the April invoice as presented by Commissioner Joubert.
Motion passed. Yeas: 5 Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, Drake III and Joubert Nays: 0 Absent: 2  Ferrara and Watkins
New Business:
1. Resolution for Planning & Engineering - FP&C Project # 36 P33-12-01

The port director provided information relative to the Capital Outlay Funding for port improvements stating its intentions is to move forward with engineering and design plans for the expansion of Building # 3, now occupied by present tenant Premier Chemicals, and also to re-install the truck scale to a more practical location (also used by tenant). Approval from the Commission was requested to proceed with moving forward with our engineering company to do the project planning/

design on both projects which is 100% funded by Capital Outlay- FY 2014-2015.
Secretary Drake III introduced a resolution for Commission approval.

It was moved by Commissioner Joubert, seconded by Commissioner Brumfield that the Commission authorizes Patrick Dufresne, Port Director, to officially execute any and all documents pertaining to AECOM/URS- Task Order # 9 –Planning/Design documents relative to the Port Manchac Building # 3 Expansion/Improvements, and Truck Scale foundation design, not to exceed a total of $69,400 pertaining to Project # 36P33-12-01 (Port Manchac Terminal Improvements- Planning & Construction - $769,400)  Motion passed. Call Vote - Yeas: 5 Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, Drake III and Joubert Nays: 0 Absent: 2 Ferrara and Watkins
2.  Insurance Renewal (Request for Proposals)

     a) Resolution

Secretary Drake III introduced a resolution regarding advertising in its official journal of record requesting proposals relative to the Port’s Annual Insurance Coverage for June 1, 2016 – May 1, 2017.
It was moved by Commissioner Joubert, seconded by Commissioner Brumfield that the Commission authorize Patrick J. Dufresne, Executive Director, to execute any and all documents pertaining to advertising for Request for Insurance Proposals, for the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission/Port Manchac insurance coverage in the Port’s official journal of record for the following: Property/Inland Marine; General Liability (including addition of 100 acres; Non-Owned & Hired Auto; Employee Dishonesty; & Workman’s Compensation and Directors & Officers Liability.

Motion passed. Call Vote - Yeas: 5 Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, Drake III and Joubert Nays: 0 Absent: 2 Ferrara and Watkins
3. Legislator Audit Compliance questionnaire for Year Ending 2015

    a) Resolution
Secretary Drake III presented for the Commissioners’ review, approval and adoption a resolution in regards to the completed compliance questionnaire which is required as part of the Louisiana governmental financial audit. 
     
It was moved by Commissioner Joubert and seconded by Commissioner Daniels II that the Commission adopt the completed Louisiana Compliance Questionnaire (For Audit Engagements), as presented, and submit the forms, a requirement as part of the financial audit for Louisiana governmental units and quasi-public entities, prior to the annual audit for year ending December 31, 2015.  Motion passed. Call Vote - Yeas: 5 Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, Drake III and Joubert Nays: 0 Absent: 2 Ferrara and Watkins
4. Manchac Greenway Project

Port Director, Patrick Dufresne introduced Frank Neeles, a representative with the Manchac Greenway Project.  The organization is involved in seeking/researching the possibility of developing a relationship with the Commission regarding the Friends of the Manchac Greenway plans. Meeting’s are in progress with surrounding parishes/groups  for the purpose of developing a recreational and tourism project that could be an  economical driver for the area.  A steering committee was formed to research the idea and to work towards fulfilling its dream by researching and focusing on  the Trail Around the Lake concept.  Mr. Neeles gave a brief introduction and history, highlighting on the potential economic impact for the parish, state and local region. He presented a binder with pertinent information relative to Friends of the Manchac Greenway project research. In concluding his presentation, he thanked the Commission for the opportunity to speak and to discuss their interest in the port site and stated that he would keep everyone updated on its project research as it developed.
Remarks: 
Port Director, Patrick Dufresne, thanked Frank Neelis for his presentation and interest in the Port.
On behalf of the Commission thoughts and prayers were expressed to the Mike Williams Family for their recent loss of  their family home recently destroyed by fire.  The Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation Tree re-planting project along North Pass will take place this weekend. The Commissioner’s  were also informed  that the Annual Board of Ethics forms were due by May 15th, 2016 and recommended that the executed form be sent by Certified Mail. 
President Boihem thanked everyone for their participation, and also thanked Frank Neelis for his Greenway presentation, as they move forward with their project endeavors.
There being no further business, it was moved by Commissioner Brumfield and seconded by Commissioner Drake III that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion passed. Yeas: 5 Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II,  Drake III and Joubert  Nays: 0  Absent: 2  Ferrara and Watkins

The meeting was adjourned at 12.50 pm.
____________________________________

Ernest Drake III, Secretary STPPC
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