                                   SOUTH TANGIPAHOA PARISH PORT COMMISSION

                                          TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2015 at 12:00 Noon
                                     MINUTES REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 
The Regular meeting was called to order by President Don Boihem at 12:00 noon on Tuesday, 
February 10, 2015 at the office of the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission, 163 W. Hickory Street, Ponchatoula, Louisiana.

Helen Muller gave the invocation and Commissioner Ernie Drake followed with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioners Present:  Don Boihem, James Wesley Daniels, Ernie Drake III and Lucas Watkins
Commissioner Absent:  Cheryl Brumfield, Daryl Farrera and Bill Joubert
Others Present:  Patrick Dufresne, Director; Helen A. Muller, Secretary; Michael Patorno, Clay Loyless, Bill Poland and Don Ellzey with The Daily Star 
All visitors in attendance were introduced and welcomed.  
The president, hearing no public comments, then asked for a motion to adopt the Regular meeting agenda as presented. 
It was moved by Commissioner Drake-and seconded by Commissioner Daniels that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission adopt the agenda as presented.  Motion passed. Yeas: 4 – Boihem, Daniels, Drake and Watkins Nays: 0   Absent: 3 – Brumfield, Farrera and Joubert

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

 It was moved by Commissioner Daniels and seconded by Commissioner Drake-that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission adopt the minutes, as presented, of its Regular Meeting held on January 13, 2015.  Motion passed. Motion passed. Yeas: 4 – Boihem, Daniels, Drake and Watkins Nays: 0   Absent: 3 – Brumfield, Farrera and Joubert
TREASURER’S REPORT:

Treasurer Watkins presented the Financial Reports for the month ending January 31, 2015. He reported that the total revenues were $ $40,629.46 and the total expenses were $22,406.80, leaving a net income of $18,222.66.    Hearing no additions or deletions, a motion for approval of the January, 2015 financials, as presented, was made by Commissioner Daniels and seconded by Commissioner Drake. Motion passed. Yeas: 4 – Boihem, Daniels, Drake and Watkins Nays: 0   Absent: 3 – Brumfield, Farrera and Joubert 
OLD BUSINESS: 

1. DOTD- Port Priority State Project: SPN 578-053-00113 (321)
    Bulkhead, Lay-down Area, and Dredging Project

    A) Resolution

Director Patrick Dufresne introduced Michael Patorno who in turned introduced Clay Loyless, PE, who will be the port’s new point of contact, with URS Engineering Firm.  Discussed were matters pertaining to a notification received from DOTD giving authorization to advertise the State Project No. 578-53-0012/H.003600 (322) for bids. Mr. Patorno Port’s engineer assured the Commission that the technical specification comments had been addressed and will be in compliance with LA-DOTD Louisiana Port Construction and Development Priority Program guidelines.  Discussed were the following matters in reference to the state project: FEMA dollars, roadway, 401 permit, wetland, fill change, aggregate roadway, LRA grant, flood control, current code specs, access road, mitigation, explanation of new concepts, dates for advertising, bid opening, bid review meeting and award of contract.  
2. Prospective Tenant (s) Project Research Update 
Patrick Dufresne, port director, reported that negotiations were still pending in regards to preparing a proposed agreement with a Polymer Pellet manufacturer who has an interest in shipping their products in the future.  Discussed were matters pertaining to future port infrastructure, for additional rail and container storage space, to enhance economic growth through a possible Cooperative Endeavor Agreement or Capital Outlay funds. 
3.  Building # 3 –Addition Update
 As previously reported the port’s current tenant had inquired about looking into the possibility of an extension to building/warehouse # 3 and as a result to that inquiry the port’s engineer Mike Patorno of URS presented for the Commissioners’ review and discussion a Preliminary Cost Proposal in reference to the expansion to Warehouse No. 3 at Port Manchac. A brief explanation was given in defining the scope of work involved for expanding/adding 5,000 sf (143’x35’) of space to the existing building # 3. A brief summary was given by Mr. Patorno in reference to the cost estimate for construction and engineering fees involved/relative to the design plans and specs for matching  the existing building and bringing it up to the current codes. The port director thanked Mr. Patorno for his time and input in researching the estimated cost for the expansion.  Mentioned were some other options and possibilities for available funding through Capital Outlay or Cooperative Endeavor Agreements.

It was moved by Commissioner Watkins and seconded by Commissioner Drake that the Commission authorize its director to coordinate the port’s options with its legal counsel of record, Andre Coudrain, to review and present to the current tenant the proposed expansion options. Motion passed. Yeas: 4 – Boihem, Daniels, Drake and Watkins Nays: 0   Absent: 3 – Brumfield, Farrera and Joubert
4.  Generator Project Update (FEMA-Grant No. 1603-DR-LA-0079)
The director informed the Commission that URS was the only Engineering Company to submit  a bid on this project.  A resolution was approved by the Commission stating that URS was awarded the contract for the Generator/Related Equipment through Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness and the preliminary engineer design for this project will begin in the near future.  The intent is to have one generator installed that would power building‘s 2 and 3 and have another duplicate generator on a skid that would be mobile to facilitate other areas/building’s where needed. 
3. Invoice Payment Approval 
Treasurer Watkins presented for the Commissioner’s review and payment approval the following 2015 invoices.
a)  URS Inv.# 6017903  (FP&C 36P331201)  Amt. $6,415.25

              Inv.# 6049906 (FP&C 36P1331201)  Amt.  2,205.00

              Inv. # 6152946 (Ref: PS A rev) Bulkhead- Amt. $1,499.88

b)  Patrick Dufresne Expense Report – “Crude by Water Conference, Houston, Texas”

                                       Cab Fare and Airport Parking …. Amt. $139.59

c) Ponchatoula Times Inv. # 8069922 Amt. $19.20

d) Gulf Ports Association – 2015 Dues  Amt. $400.00

e)  Capital One (Paid) to avoid penalty on due date.  Amt. $476.19 ( Crude By Water Conf. 2)

f) Triple B Construction Inv. # 12508   Amt. $150.00 – Switches on Hy Security
g)  Cashe Coudrain & Sandage, Professional Services, Inv. # 100520  Amt. $1,265 

h)  Bill Poland, Consultant, Month of January, 2015– Amt. $ 500.00

It was moved by Commissioner Drake seconded by Commissioner Daniel, that the Commission approve payment of the February, 2015 invoices as presented by Treasurer Watkins. Motion passed. Yeas: 4 – Boihem, Daniels, Drake and Watkins Nays: 0   Absent: 3 – Brumfield, Farrera and Joubert

New Business:
1.  Bayou Signs/Hwy 51- Vegetation Maintenance-

The Commission was contacted by the billboard company requesting vegetation maintenance along Hwy. 51 to allow better viewing of their billboards.  As a result from  previous research, a permit was acquired from LA-DNR for this type of work.  Prior to moving forward with the concept for this project information will be required from our legal counsel regarding property maintenance on non-owned property. The port director will give an update at the next regular meeting after seeking the necessary requirements in question.

2. Executive Session- Pursuant to LS RS 42.6-1 To Discuss Land Acquisition Negotiations

There was no need to have an executive session at this time to discuss land acquisitions.
Remarks:
Port Director, Patrick Dufresne expressed his thanks and appreciation to President Boihem and Bill Poland for attending the Tuscaloosa Marine Shale Conference in New Orleans, LA. He extended an invitation to the Commissioners for the Port’s Association of Louisiana 32nd Annual Conference in New Orleans, on March 25-26 and 27, 2015.  Some topic discuss will include  a Legislative  Forum update involving area legislators interested  in port industry activities  for more funding and opportunities to build more projects.  Also planned is a Governors Candidate Debate for the evening of Thursday, March 26, and a reception will be held at the Port of New Orleans. A reminder will be sent prior to the Commissioner’s next month meeting which is scheduled for Tuesday, March 10, 2015. 
President Boihem commented on the recent Crude by Water Conference held in Houston, Texas and also the Conference held in New Orleans.  He thanked the Commission for allowing him to attend saying they were informative and he enjoyed both conferences learning of the various industries. He also reminded the Commissioner to submit their Louisiana Board of Ethics report covering calendar Year 2015, and advised, as a precaution, that it be sent by registered/certified mail. President Boihem thanked everyone again for their attendance and is looking forward to next month bid progress on its project.
There being no other remarks or further business, it was moved by Commissioner Drake and seconded by Commissioner Daniels that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion passed. Yeas: 4 – Boihem, Daniels, Drake and Watkins Nays: 0   Absent: 3 – Brumfield, Farrera and Joubert

Adjourned at 12:50 P.M.

                                                                                         _____________________________________
                                                                                         Ernie Drake, Secretary- STPPC
