                                   SOUTH TANGIPAHOA PARISH PORT COMMISSION

                                          TUESDAY, JULY 14, 2015 at 12:00 Noon
                                     MINUTES REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 
The Regular meeting was called to order by President Don Boihem at 12:00 noon on Tuesday, July 14, 2015 at the office of the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission, 163 W. Hickory Street, Ponchatoula, Louisiana.

Helen Muller, Adm. Secretary, gave the invocation and Commissioner  Cheryl Brumfield followed with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioners Present:  Don Boihem, Cheryl Brumfield, James Daniels II, and Bill Joubert
Commissioners Absent:  Ernie Drake III, Daryl Ferrara and Lucas Watkins
Others Present:  Patrick Dufresne, Director; Helen Muller, Secretary; Lee Barends, Randy Martinez, Bryan McMahan, The Ponchatoula Times  and Don Ellzey, The Hammond Daily Star 
All visitors in attendance were introduced and welcomed. 
Hearing no comments, he then asked for a motion to adopt the July 14, 2015 meeting agenda 
It was moved by Commissioner Joubert and seconded by Commissioner Daniels II, that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission adopt the July 14, 2015 agenda as presented.  Motion passed. Yeas: 4– Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, and Joubert Nays: 0   Absent:  3- Drake III, Ferrara and Watkins

It was moved by Commission Daniels II and seconded by Commissioner Brumfield that the Commission adopt the minutes, as presented, of its Regular Meeting held on June 9, 2015.  Motion passed. Yeas: 4– Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, and Joubert  Nays: 0   Absent:  3- Drake III, Ferrara and Watkins

TREASURER’S REPORT:
Due to the absence of Treasurer Watkins the Financial Reports for the month ending June 30, 2015 were presented by Commissioner Joubert. He reported on the Year to Date Budget Revenues and Budget Variances figures which involve the Port Priority projects.  The Monthly Statement for June showed that the total revenues were $22,234.47 and the total expenses were $45,145.59, leaving a negative net income of $22,911.12. Hearing no additions or deletions, a motion for approval of the June 30, 2015 financials, as presented, was made by Commissioner Daniels II and seconded by Commissioner Brumfield.  Motion passed. Yeas: 4– Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, and Joubert  Nays: 0   Absent:  3- Drake III, Ferrara and Watkins

OLD BUSINESS: 

1. DOTD- Port Priority State Project: SPN 578-053-00113 (321)
    Bulkhead, Lay-down Area, and Dredging Project

Patrick Dufresne, port director, reported that the port’s project is underway and hoped that the photos sent were received by the Commissioners of the on-going progress. The project’s first part of business was to construct a dredge dike that will contain the dredge material which is nearly completed. The following items were discussed: actual construction of the Bulkhead, survey levels for grading purposes, tweaking of project’s actual design, articulate concrete block location, utilize concrete panels, meeting to finalize plans for elevations, curvature of mats, panels and rock, utilization of concrete wall and riprap, limestone capping, time frame/progress schedule, order more material, cost estimate for additional fill and establish additional engineering agreement, utilizing the fund in the Lamp Account,  to review contractor (PCS) invoiced items for the project which is required by DOTD. A pay estimate summary report from Professional Construction Services, Inc. requesting partial payment No. 1 for services rendered thus far on the project was presented for the Commissioner’s review and approval.
a) Resolution

Commissioner Joubert introduced and presented the Resolution for Contractor’s Partial Payment No. 1 approval.
It was moved Commissioner Brumfield, seconded by Commissioner Daniels II, that the Commission authorizes Patrick Dufresne, Port Director, to approve and execute the Application for Partial Payment No. l Contract Number 2 from Professional Construction Services, Inc. (PCS) relating to the SPN 578-53-0012/H.003600 (322)- Port Improvements Shoreline Protection Dredging, Loading Dock and Laydown Yard at Port Manchac. The project work completed to date in the Amount of $62,250.00, Less 5% Retainage fee $3,112.50 an amount of $59,137.50 due this application.
2. Prospective Tenant (s) Project Research Update 
Discussions are still pending regarding former inquiries with possible tenant (s) for potential liquid bulk, petroleum, crude oil, Polymer Pellet and container trans-loading operations. The port director informed the Commissioners that he received notification from the Office of Multimodal Planning Port Priority Program letter dated July 7, 2015 pertaining to a previous application submitted to the Port Construction and Development Priority Program for additional funding.  Funding approved for the STPPC project is as follows:  Port Manchac Transload Improvements, State Project No. H.011927, estimated Construction Cost $933,334 State’s funding Amount F.Y. 15-16 is $840.000. A draft agreement was enclosed for reviewing and the legal documents and requirements will be executed at the next Regular Meeting of the Commission to be held on August 11, 2015.  
3.  Building # 3 –Addition Update
The port director discussed the additional funding received in reference to the 1st Amended Cooperative Endeavor Agreement Port Manchac Terminal Improvements, Planning and Construction FP&C Project No. 36-P33-12-01. During the balance of the next few months and new Capital Outlay credit, and as soon as we address the issues with the current project in terms of the shoreline protection, we may utilize some of this additional funding to possibly do more dredging along North Pass to attain an average of  a 12 foot water depth which is the requested draft of potential barge trans-loading companies. Commissioner Watkins is currently assisting with the application.
4.  Generator Project Update (FEMA-Grant No. 1603-DR-LA-0079)
The port director reported on a meeting with the project engineers URS/AECON, at their office in New Orleans about the installation design of emergency generators (one is a fixed unit) and the other a mobile unit.  An on-site meeting will take place in a couple of weeks at the Port site to discuss generator location taking into consideration potential expansion plans at the site.  An invitation was extended to President Boihem. The meeting is to essentially discuss the intentions of having one fixed to both buildings and have the other mobile unit available for future projects.  This project will include the future addition to #3 building to accommodate the additional electrical load. An update will be provided at the next Commission meeting.
5.  Invoice Payment Approval 
Commissioner Joubert presented the following July invoices for the Commissioners review and payment approval.

a) Patrick Dufresne – June Port Expense Account  $ 218.06  

                                     Recordation Bulkhead Project- UPS  Shipments-SLU For DOTD binders/copies.

b) Trinity Safety Services, LLC  Inv. # 11040  (Fire Extinguisher Maintenance)

c)  PCS – INV. PR-01  Job: 15-0513  Amt. $56,025.00  Project 578-53-0012/H-003600 (Shoreline/Dredging)

d) )  Bill Poland –Consulting Services  Month of  June $Amt. $500.00 

e)  Cashe Coudrain & Sandage  Inv. 102020 Services Rendered  through June 30, 2015  Amt. $200.00
f) CN ( Inv. 9500149193) -  Private RR Crossing Rent $3,000

It was moved by Commissioner Daniels II seconded by Commissioner Brumfield that the Commission approve payment of the July, 2015 invoices as presented.  Motion passed. Yeas: 4– Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, and Joubert  Nays: 0   Absent:  3- Drake III, Ferrara and Watkins

New Business:
1. Legislative Audit Report for year ending 2014- Randy Martinez

Randy Martinez, LLP with Pinell & Martinez, expressed his thanks and appreciation to the Commissioner’s and its office staff for their assistance which enabled them to complete the audit for year ended December 31, 2014 in a timely manner.  Mr. Martinez presented copies of the audit report and he addressed some matters relative to changes that may be implemented regarding Government Auditing Standards and integral compliances with certain provision of laws, regulation’s, contracts, grant agreements, and other matters.  He reported that it was a good/clean audit and there were no instances of noncompliance or other related matters that are required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards, during the course of the audit. President Boihem extended thanks, on behalf of the “Commission, to the STPPC office staff for their assistance in providing the auditor with the information/documentation for the 2014 year ended audit.
Commissioners not present at this meeting will be presented a copy of the 2014 audit report for their review prior to its final approval for adoption. Mention was a required Government Accounting Standards Board (GASB) statement 45 Valuation that is due every 3 years. The last report was as of December 31, 2013 and would not be due again until December 31, 2016. A notice/reminder will be sent to the STPPC in January 2016 regarding the GASB 45 evaluation.
2.  North Pass Dredge Permit Application
The port director reported that he is in the process of researching landowners in proposed dredging area relative to moving forward for the required permit.  Once the amount of cu. yds of dredge material involved in the project is determined, and the entire permit package will be submitted to LA-DNR for review. 
It was moved by Commissioner Joubert seconded by Daniels II that the Commission amend its agenda to include an item under New Business in reference to the Louisiana Asset Management Pool (LAMP) Account. Motion passed. Yeas: 4– Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, and Joubert Nays: 0   Absent:  3- Drake III, Ferrara and Watkins

3.  Louisiana Asset Management Pool (LAMP) Account
It was moved by Commissioner Joubert seconded by Commissioner Daniels II that on behalf of the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission authorize its Executive Director, Patrick Dufresne, to close/liquidate the LAMP account and the asset balance to be deposited into the STPPC General/Construction bank account to purchase Port project services relative to an agreement which will be presented at the Commission’s August 11, 2015 Meeting for adoption.  Motion passed. Yeas: 4– Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, and Joubert  Nays: 0   Absent:  3- Drake III, Ferrara and Watkins
4.  Forklift Equipment – RFP
     a)Resolution
The port director informed the Commission that upon the auditor’s review that the two old forklifts that were utilized in previous projects at Port Manchac should be officially advertised for sale since there was no need for them.   Approval to advertise the two forklifts For Sale/RFP was discussed.  Commissioner Joubert introduced  a resolution approving the forklift advertisement in the Port’s official Journal of record for Fy-2015-16, The Ponchatoula Times .

It was moved by Commissioner Brumfield, seconded by Daniels II that the Commission authorize its director Patrick Dufresne to advertise for public sale the declared surplus equipment described as follows:
   One (1) 1997 Hyster Forklift Model #S120XLS (12,000 lbs.)  and One (1) 1997 Clark Forklift CGC-25 (6,000 lbs.) that are available for sale/listing, as is condition, and currently in storage at the Port Manchac terminal. Procedure of sale will be in accordance with State of Louisiana regulations as required.  Motion passed. Yeas: 4– Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, and Joubert  Nays: 0   Absent:  3- Drake III, Ferrara and Watkins
Remarks:
The port director announced that the 2nd Port Priority Application was officially approved by Legislature 2015.

The Commission was informed that there would be a conflict in the meeting Time/Date in August.  The TEDF

will be having their Annual Luncheon with Speaker Congressman Steve Scalise that same day and time of the STPPC Regular monthly meeting.  

It was moved by Commissioner Joubert and seconded by Daniels that the Commission amend its agenda to add under New Business the item Meeting Schedule Revision for discussion. Motion passed. Yeas: 4– Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, and Joubert   Nays: 0   Absent:  3- Drake III, Ferrara and Watkins

It was moved by Joubert seconded by Brumfield that the Commission approve changing the STPPC meeting time to 10:30 A.M. instead of Noon on Tuesday, August 11, 2015. The Commission also approves the expenditures for tickets

purchased for the Commissioner ‘s attending.  Motion passed. Yeas: 4– Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, and Joubert 
Nays: 0   Absent:  3- Drake III, Ferrara and Watkins

President Boihem added his thanks and appreciation for the Commissioners efforts in attending the meetings and also

Thanks to the Office staff, Patrick Dufresne and Helen Muller for their assistance during the Audit and their dedication.

It was moved by Commissioner Brumfield and seconded by Commissioner Daniels II that the meeting be adjourned.  
Motion passed. Yeas: 4– Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, and Joubert Nays: 0   Absent:  3- Drake III, Ferrara and Watkins

Adjourned at 12:30 P.M.

                                                         ___________________________                               
                                                         Ernie Drake, III - Secretary STPPC
