SOUTH TANGIPAHOA PARISH PORT COMMISSION
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2015 – 12:00 NOON

MINUTES –PUBLIC HEARING/REGULAR MEETING
President Don Boihem called the Public Hearing/Regular Meeting to order at 12:00 noon on Tuesday, December 8, 2015, at the office of the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission, 163 W. Hickory Street, Ponchatoula, Louisiana.
Ms. Lee Barends gave the invocation and Commissioner  Cheryl Brumfield followed with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioners Present:  Don Boihem, Cheryl Brumfield, James Wes. Daniels II, Daryl Ferrara and
                                        William Joubert
Commissioners Absent:  Ernie Drake III and Lucas Watkins
Others Present:  Patrick Dufresne, Director; Helen Muller, Secretary; Lee Barends, David Lloyd, Don Ellzey; The Hammond Daily Star and Bryan McMahan, The Ponchatoula Times
All visitors were introduced and welcomed.
NEW BUSINESS:
1. Public Hearing on the Proposed 2016 Budget
              a)  Opening Statements

Upon convening of the hearing, President Boihem stated, “This Public Hearing was called and is being held pursuant to the authorized published notice of the Ponchatoula Times and Hammond Daily Star three times prior to the December meeting, thereby complying with the requirement of Louisiana law.  The 2016 Proposed Budget was presented for public view and comments.  The budget represents a continuation of services offered by the Commission in accordance with current plans and Port improvement projects. 
Ms. Lee Barends, gave a detailed summary of the proposed budget which anticipates revenues of
 $3,682.498.73 and expenditures of $3,970,956.33,  leaving a negative amount of $288,457.60 
After reviewing the Proposed 2016 Budget the president then asked for public comment. He asked if any one wished to comment. Hearing from no one, the following motion was made:

It was moved by Commissioner Joubert and seconded by Commissioner Daniels II that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission formally adopt the proposed budget for the calendar year 2016, as presented.  Motion passed.  Yeas: 5 Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, Ferrara and Joubert   Nays: 0   Absent:  Drake III and Watkins 
It was moved by Commissioner Joubert, seconded by Commissioner Daniels II, that the Commission close the Public Hearing. Motion passed. Yeas: 5 Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, Ferrara and Joubert   Nays: 0   Absent:  Drake III and Watkins 

Immediately following the closing of the public hearing, President Boihem requested that the Commission proceed with the regular meeting 
It was moved by Commissioner Brumfield and seconded by Commissioner Ferrara that the Commission approve the Agenda for the December 8th Regular Monthly Meeting, as presented.  
Motion passed. Yeas: 5 Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, Ferrara and Joubert   Nays: 0   Absent:  Drake III and Watkins 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

It was moved by Commissioner Brumfield and seconded by Commissioner Ferrara that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission adopt the minutes of the Special Meeting held on November 20, 2015, as presented. Motion passed. Yeas: 5 Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, Ferrara and Joubert   Nays: 0   Absent:  Drake III and Watkins 

TREASURER’S REPORT:

The Financial Reports for the month ending November 30, 2015 were not available due to late arrival of the November bank statements. 
OLD BUSINESS:
1. DOTD – Port Priority State Project:  SPN 578-53-0012 (321)
a)  Resolution-RFC-004

 Director Patrick Dufresne reported that a request for a change order #4 by PCS, project contractor was received. The recommended changes were comments recently discussed at the on-site meeting held on Tuesday, November 10, 2015 between the contractor and engineer relative to striping, bumpers, solar lights, cleats, ramp extension, concrete wall, excavation, base course, dock extension revisions and that an extension of approximately 60 days be approved/added to the project agreement.

Commissioner Joubert introduced a resolution for Commission approval.
Moved by Commissioner Joubert, seconded by Commissioner Brumfield that the Commission authorizes Patrick Dufresne, Port Director, to approve and execute  Contract Number  2 to include Change Order No.4  (RFC-004 –-Striping, bumpers, solar lights, cleats, ramp extension, concrete wall, excavation, base course and dock extension revisions from Professional Construction Services, Inc. (PCS), upon invoice review/approved from URS/AECOM,  relating to the Louisiana State Project SPN 578-53-0012/H.003600 (322), - ( URS Project N. 10001818 ) Port Improvements Shoreline Protection, Dredging, Loading Dock and Laydown Yard at Port Manchac. The Change Order is not to exceed the amount of $154,916.30. Lump sum price per contractor’s quote dated November 10, 2015. In addition the project contract agreement will be extended approximately 60 days until February 28, 2016. Motion passed. Yeas: 5 Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, Ferrara and Joubert   Nays: 0   Absent:  Drake III and Watkins
2. DOTD-SPN # H.011927-(Transload Agreement)
     a) Resolution
The port director reported that this item would be tabled at this time. 
3.  Prospective Tenant (s) Update 
      a) Resolution  
Port Director Patrick Dufresne informed the Commission that approval for a resolution was not needed at this time and asked that the item be tabled until a later date and he will provide an update on the status of a pending prospective tenant.  Also discussed were various economic avenues for targeting industries in the future on long term basis for companies that have inquired about the Port Manchac facility for transloading commodities such as crude oil, pellets, resin, containers along with rail storage. An inquiry was received from a local foundry handling steel materials and who has an interest in the port for transloading metal materials from rail to truck. 
4. Invoice Payment Approval 

The following invoices were presented for the Commission’s review and payment approval
a.  URS Corporation  (Project  60441071  -Inv. # 37664091 (Task #8) Payment #2 Amt. $4,762.50 
b)  Cashe Coudrain & Sandage   Invoice # 103471 Services Rendered through Nov. Amt. $400.00

It was moved by Commissioner Daniels II seconded by Commissioner Brumfield, that the Commission approve  payment on the invoices as presented by Commissioner Joubert.  Motion passed. Yeas: 5 Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, Ferrara and Joubert   Nays: 0   Absent:  Drake III and Watkins

5.  Vegetation Maintenance Project Update
The port director reported that the permit was received in the past for approval to remove some vegetation along I-55 and Hwy 51. The purpose of clearing the area was to increase visibility of the Port Manchac site and to respond to an existing tenant request.  The following matters were discussed regarding the vegetation maintenance project: owner/state maintenance responsibilities, liabilities, cost of maintenance, propose an agreement with tenant, parish and state assistance in clearing property area,  and seek an Attorney General’s opinion on the issue/matter relative to parish and state guidelines on rules for  said vegetation maintenance on port/state property.

It was moved by Commissioner Joubert seconded by Daniels II that the Commission empower its director, Patrick Dufresne to seek its legal counsel of record, Andre Coudrain, to proceed with facilitating the vegetation maintenance matter with the Attorney General office to get a legal opinion on the rules on this matter. Motion passed. Yeas: 5 Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels II, Ferrara and Joubert   Nays: 0   Absent:  Drake III and Watkins

New Business:
1. Audit Engagement for Fiscal Year 2015 

Port Director Patrick Dufresne, as a reminder, informed the Commission that an audit is required for Year Ending 2015 in accordance with Louisiana Legislative Auditor. He also mentioned that an audit is to be performed in compliance with the provisions of Louisiana Governmental Audit guidelines

based on a compliance questionnaire prior to the audit. No action was taken at this time.
2. Audit Engagement for Government Accounting Standards Board (GASB)
The port director informed the Commission that prior to the primary audit, and in accordance with 
the Standards for Account and Review Services issued by the American Institute of Certified Public Accounts, established by the Governmental Account Standard Board, a (GASB) 
evaluation will also be required prior to the 2015 audit review.
Remarks: 
Commissioner Bill Joubert introduced David Lloyd, Executive Director, Workforce Division who gave a brief summary on the Northshore Technical Community College. The information provided related to Workforce Training that may be available for Port tenants in the future.

The director thanked everyone for attending the meeting and expressed his appreciation to Mr. Lloyd for the presentation and interest in Port Manchac.  Announced was a discovery found, by Professional Construction Services, during the clearing of the channel on the port’s property for the Bulkhead project. The Cannon Ball found will be donated to a local Museum on behalf of the STPPC.  The director reminded the Commissioners of the Port of New Orleans Holiday Reception to be held on Friday, December 18, 2015 (7:00 -11:00pm) at the Hyatt in New Orleans. He expressed best wishes to everyone  to have a Happy and Safe Holiday Season. 

President Boihem expressed his thanks and appreciation to the Commissioner’s; Patrick Dufresne, Port Director; and Helen Muller, Adm. Secretary for their services to the Commission during the year. He concluded his remarks by wishing everyone a Very Merry Christmas!
There being no further business, it was moved by Commissioner Joubert and seconded by Commissioner Ferrara that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion passed.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 pm.
Ernie Drake III, Secretary STPPC
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