STATE LICENSING BOARD FOR CONTRACTORS

Commercial board Meeting MINUTES

July 18, 2013
The regular monthly meeting of the Board was called to order by the Chairman at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room of the Board’s offices, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  Members of the Board present:


Byron Talbot, Chairman  


Victor Weston, Vice Chairman






Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux


William Clouatre

Nelson A. “Andy” Dupuy, Jr. 

Courtney Fenet, Jr. 

August Gallo, Jr.

Kenneth Jones 

Donald G. Lambert 
Lee Mallett
Garland Meredith

Christopher Stuart
Art O. Walker
George Crain, Jr. and Danny Graham were absent. 
Finding a quorum present, the regular order of business began.

Also attending the meeting were: Michael B. McDuff, Executive Director; Judy Dupuy, Board Administrator; Judge Darrell White, Retired, Hearing Officer; Murphy J. Foster, Board Attorney; and from the staff, Bobbie Hughes, Brent Templet, Kellie Prudhomme, Nathan Rawls, Doug Traylor, Sharon Fabre, and John Dixon; Compliance Director, Marianne Sullivan; Compliance Investigators, Lynwood Allemore, Carl Bourque, Chris Verges and Jessie Wells; and Kara Kearney recording the minutes. 
Mr. Dupuy led the members and audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Judge Darrell White gave the invocation, introduced himself, and advised those present of his duties.

A motion was made by Mr. Weston and seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the Minutes of the June 18, 2013 regular meeting. The motion passed.
Mr. McDuff introduced Bill Croft and Matt Thomey with the Hazard Mitigation Grants Program, and Ken Naquin and Michael DeMouey with Louisiana Associated General Contractors. Mr. Naquin gave a legislative update.
NEW BUSINESS
C.
JUDGMENT(S):
1. Baer Construction, LLC, Destrehan, LA  - La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, Sec. 2158(A)(9).  
Ms. Dupuy gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of Baer Construction, LLC. Daryl Clements was present on behalf of the creditor and sworn in. Mr. Clements gave a statement. Mr. Clouatre made a motion to revoke the license of Baer Construction, LLC, and Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed.
2.
Southern Stucco, Inc.,   Baton Rouge, LA - La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, Sec. 2158(A)(9).  

Ms. Dupuy gave a summary of the allegations. Wayne Noble and attorney Scott Frazier were present on behalf of Southern Stucco, Inc. Tracy Boaca was present on behalf of the creditor, Hart Masonry and Construction Group, LLC. Mr. Noble and Ms. Boaca were sworn in and each party gave a statement. Mr. Weston made a motion to give Southern Stucco, Inc. 60 days to work out a payment plan or license will be revoked, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed.
3. Southern Carpet & Interiors, Inc., Luling, LA - La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, Sec. 2158(A)(9).   
Ms. Dupuy gave a summary of the allegations. Glenn Maxwell was sworn in and gave a statement to the board. Mr. Clouatre made a motion to give Southern Carpet & Interiors, Inc. 30 days to comply with the judgment or face license revocation, and Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed.

D.
Compliance Hearing(S): 

1. Construction Specialist Group, LLC, Harvey, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(3) and Rules and Regulations Section 101.
This item was removed from the agenda.
2.
a)
Charter South, Inc., Birmingham, Alabama - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).


b)
Rob Neil d/b/a Precision Interior Construction, Duluth, Georgia - La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Jeff Strawbridge was present on behalf of Charter South, Inc. and Robert Neil was present on behalf of Rob Neil d/b/a Precision Interior Construction. Both parties were sworn in and each entered a no contest plea. Mr. Meredith made a motion to accept the no contest pleas, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Strawbridge gave a statement to the board. Mr. Weston made a motion to fine Charter South, Inc. $1,000 plus administrative costs, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Fenet made a motion to fine Rob Neil d/b/a Precision Interior Construction $1,000 plus administrative costs, reduced to $500 plus administrative costs if licensed within 90 days, and Mr. Lambert seconded. The motion passed.
3.
Gerald Kennedy d/b/a G&A Architectural Consulting, North Little Rock, Arkansas - La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).

Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Gerald Kennedy was sworn in and entered a denial plea. Investigator Bobby Abraham was called to the stand and sworn in for review of the exhibits. The exhibit packet was filed and admitted into evidence. Mr. Kennedy changed his plea to no contest. Mr. Weston made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Jones and Mr. Lambert seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Lambert made a motion to fine Gerald Kennedy d/b/a G&A Architectural Consulting $1,000 plus administrative costs, reduced to administrative costs only if licensed within 90 days, and Mr. Badeaux seconded. The motion passed.

4. American Services Arkansas, LLC, Hot Springs, Arkansas - La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer made by American Services Arkansas, LLC, who did not have a representative present. Mr. Meredith made a motion to accept the settlement offer and added that American Services Arkansas, LLC cannot pursue current job in Louisiana until licensed, and Mr. Lambert seconded. The motion passed.
5.
a)
AAA Hotel Management, Inc., Lafayette, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).


b)
Kenneth Wayne Young d/b/a Young’s A/C and Appliance Repair, Jennings, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Dixit and Ranjan Patel were present on behalf of AAA Hotel Management, Inc. and sworn in. Mr. Patel entered a no contest plea. Mr. Meredith made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed. Kenneth Young was present on behalf of Kenneth Wayne Young d/b/a Young’s A/C and Appliance Repair and sworn in. Mr. Young entered a no contest plea. Mr. Meredith made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed. Each party gave a statement. 



Mr. Meredith made a motion to fine AAA Hotel Management, Inc. $1,000 plus administrative costs, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Meredith made a motion to fine Kenneth Wayne Young d/b/a Young’s A/C and Appliance Repair 10 percent of the cost of the project plus administrative costs, and waive $2,000 if licensed within 90 days. Mr. Gallo seconded and the motion passed.
6.
a)
Shamrock Construction Co., Inc., Slidell, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer made by Shamrock Construction Co., Inc. Mr. Stuart made a motion to accept the settlement offer, and Mr. Dupuy seconded. The motion passed.

b)
Randy Louis Branch, Ruston, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2159 (B) and La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(3) and Section 109 of the Rules and Regulations of the Board.


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by Randy Louis Branch. Mr. Gallo made a motion to accept the settlement offer, and Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed.
7.
Mike Mitchell d/b/a Mike Mitchell Paint & Wall Covering and/or Mitchell Contracting, Houston, Texas - La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).

Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Attorney Neel Choudhury was present on behalf of Mike Mitchell d/b/a Mike Mitchell Paint & Wall Covering and/or Mitchell Contracting. Mr. Choudhury presented a settlement offer to the board. Mr. Meredith made a motion to accept the settlement offer, and Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed.
OLD BUSINESS

E.
COMPLIANCE HEARING/CONTINUANCE(S):

1. E.A. Keenan, L.L.C., Metairie, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(10).
Mr. Dupuy recused himself. Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Ed Keenan, Michael Deluca and attorney John Venezia were present on behalf of E.A. Keenan, L.L.C. Mr. Keenan and Mr. Deluca were sworn in and entered a denial plea. Brent Templet was called to the stand and sworn in to review the exhibits. The exhibit packet and additional documents were filed and admitted into evidence. Mr. Weston made a motion to place E.A. Keenan, L.L.C. on open-ended probation to complete HMGP projects, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed.
2. Rickey Hampton, Holly Beach, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer made by Rickey Hampton. Mr. Gallo made a motion to accept the settlement offer, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed.
3. Eddie Ray Patrick, Kenner, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(5).
Mr. Gallo recused himself. Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Eddie Patrick and attorney Joel Chaisson, Jr. was present. Mr. Patrick was sworn in and entered a no contest plea. Mr. Lambert made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Chaisson made a statement before the Board. Mr. Lambert made a motion to fine Eddie Ray Patrick $2,000 plus administrative costs and issue a 6-month probation. The motion failed to pass. Mr. Meredith made a substitute motion to fine Eddie Ray Patrick $1,000 per project plus administrative costs and issue a 1-year probation, and Mr. Fenet seconded. The motion passed.
F.
REQUEST FOR REHEARING/RECONSIDERATION OF PENALTY:

1.
White Star Commercial, Inc., of River Ridge, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(10).

Mr. Dupuy recused himself. Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Joseph and John Lewis were present and sworn in. Matt Thomey with the Hazard Mitigation Grants Program was called to the stand and sworn in. Mr. Lambert made a motion to rehear the case, and Mr. Fenet seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Lambert made a motion to hear the case during this meeting, and Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Thomey made a statement. Mr. Lambert made a motion to dismiss the case and reinstate the license of White Star Commercial, Inc., and Mr. Mallett seconded. The motion passed. 
F.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1. Report from the Staff – Ms. Dupuy informed the Board that the LSLBC fully launched its online testing project through partnerships in New Orleans, Alexandria, Lake Charles and Bossier City. She also informed the Board that staff will provide an in-depth report of this project at the August meeting.

2.
Building Committee – Mr. McDuff provided a generator update to the Board.

3.
Classification and Testing Committee – This report was provided later in the hearing.

4.
Legislative/Rules and Regulations Committee – This report was given earlier in the meeting.

5.
Act 725 Committee – Mr. Meredith made a motion to approve the Act 725 files listed on the agenda, and Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed. 

6.
Finance Committee – Mr. Dupuy made a motion to accept the financial report, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed. 

7.
Residential Building Committee – Mr. Badeaux made a motion to accept the residential building applications, home improvement registration applications, and the actions from the July 9 hearing, and Mr. Lambert seconded. The motion passed.
G.
Consideration of residential applications, home improvement registrations and residential licensure exemptions as listed and attached to the agenda.  (Pages 4-8)

Mr. Badeaux made a motion to accept all residential applications, home improvement applications and residential licensure exemptions as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Lambert seconded. The motion passed.
H.
Consideration of commercial licensure exemptions as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 10-12)
Mr. Dupuy made a motion to accept the commercial license exemptions, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed.

I.
Consideration of mold remediation application as listed and attached to the agenda. (Page 14)
Mr. Lambert made a motion to accept the mold remediation application, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed.


J.
Consideration of additional classifications as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 16-17)
Mr. Lambert made a motion to accept the additional classifications, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed.


K.
Consideration of commercial applications as listed and attached to the agenda. 

· Pending All Requirements Being Met  (Pages 19-26)


M
r. Lambert made a motion to accept the commercial applications, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed.
· Regular Commercial Applications  (Page 27)


M
r. Lambert made a motion to accept the commercial applications, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed.
Mr. McDuff gave a statement regarding the Hazard Mitigation Grants Program. Mr. Templet gave a report on the solar energy industry. Mr. McDuff appointed Mr. Gallo, Mr. Meredith and Mr. Stuart to serve on the Solar Energy Committee.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 11:35 a.m.



________________________________________________




Chairman




_________________________________________________




Secretary/Treasurer
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