STATE LICENSING BOARD FOR CONTRACTORS
Commercial board Meeting MINUTES
June 16, 2011
The regular monthly meeting of the Board was called to order by the Chairman at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room of the Board’s offices, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  Members of the Board present:






Byron Talbot, Chairman






Mr. Victor Weston, Vice Chairman  






Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux






William Clouatre

George L. Crain, Jr.

Nelson A. “Andy” Dupuy, Jr.

Courtney Fenet, Jr.

Danny Graham 

Kenneth Jones

Donald G. Lambert
Garland Meredith


Christopher Stuart

Art O. Walker
Mr. August Gallo and Mr. Lee Mallett were absent.  

Finding a quorum present, the regular order of business began.

Also attending the meeting were: Michael B. McDuff, Executive Director; Judge Darrell White, Retired, Hearing Officer; Stephanie Laborde, Board Attorney; and from the staff, Bobbie Hughes, Lori Guthrie, Judy Dupuy, Kellie Prudhomme, Deborah Irwin, Bertha Jenkins, Doug Traylor, Tracy Guidry, Sharon Fabre, Investigator Todd Brady and Keri Dupont, recording the minutes.

The audience was led in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Judge Darrell White gave the invocation. 

Judge Darrell White then introduced himself, and advised those present of his duties.

A.
A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the Minutes of the May 19th, 2011 regular meeting.  The Motion passed.

B.
Mr. McDuff introduced special guests, Mr. Ken Naquin with the Louisiana AGC, and Mr. Randy Bonnecaze and Ms. Celeste Viator with Hannis T. Bourgeois.    
Mr. Ken Naquin briefed the Board on current legislative issues.  

Mr. Randy Bonnecaze and Ms. Celeste Viator with Hannis T. Bourgeois briefed the Board on the results of the audit they performed.  

Mr. McDuff introduced Mr. Tracy Guidry as the new Accountant Administrator for the LSLBC.  

NEW BUSINESS

C. QUALIFYING PARTY HEARING(S):
1. GRAY TWO CONSTRUCTION, LLC. – 


Ms. Laborde read the allegations and asked if a representative was present.  

Nettie Gray Jackson, Owner, was present.

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and seconded by Mr. Clouatre to give Ms. Jackson 60 days to retake and pass the examination. 
The Motion passed.

D.
 JUDGMENT HEARING(S):
1.
B.J. COUVILLION, INC. -  

Ms. Laborde informed the Board that counsel had sent a letter stating that they had reached an acceptable payment plan and requested that the Board pass the matter.  
A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and seconded by Mr. Stuart to defer the matter.  
The Motion passed.

2.
CREST STAR NOVA CRAFTS & CONSTRUCTION, L.L.C. - 


Ms. Laborde read the allegations and asked if a representative was present.  

Ms. Michelle Green was present and informed the Board she obtained a final Judgment against CREST STAR NOVA CRAFTS & CONSTRUCTION, LLC., and that the Judgment remains unsatisfied.  
Ms. Laborde asked that the Judgment be entered into the record. 

Judge White admitted the Judgment.    

A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and seconded by Mr. Graham to revoke License number 42971. 

The Motion passed.

3. 
PREMIER PROPERTY & CONSTRUCTION, LLC. - 


Ms. Laborde read the allegations and asked if a representative was present.  

Mr. Josh Matthews was present on behalf of Jefferson Door Company.
Mr. Jeffery Long, Owner of PREMIER PROPERTY & CONTRUCTION, LLC. was present and sworn in.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre and seconded by Mr. Weston to give PREMIER PROPERTY & CONTRUCTION, LLC six (6) months to resolve the outstanding matter with the debtor.  If not, the License will be immediately revoked. 

The Motion passed.

4. 
CELEBRITY CONTRACTORS, INC. - 


Ms. Laborde read the allegations and asked if a representative was present.  

Mr. Tim Richardson, Attorney for Royal Commercial Construction, was present.  

Ms. Laborde asked that the Judgment be entered into the record. 

Judge White admitted the Judgment.    

A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and seconded by Mr. Clouatre and Mr. Graham to revoke License number 40333. 

The Motion passed.  

Ms. Laborde informed the Board that Service was not completed in this matter, and asked that the matter be reconsidered on that basis.  
A Motion was made by Mr. Weston to reconsider which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre.  

The Motion passed.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Weston to defer this matter until the proper service is obtained, which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre.  

The Motion passed.   

E.  Compliance Hearing(S): 
1. HADDAD-WYLIE INDUSTRIES, LLC. (HWI) - 

Ms. Bobbie Hughes read the allegations, stated that items 1 and 2 are companion matters, and asked if a representative was present.  

There was no representative present. 

Ms. Laborde called Mr. Todd Brady to the stand.  

Mr. Brady was sworn in.  

Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit package with Mr. Brady and asked that the exhibit package be entered into the record.  

Judge White admitted the exhibit book into the record.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and was seconded by Mr. Crain to find HADDAD-WYLIE in violation. 

The Motion passed. 

A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and was seconded by Mr. Crain to fine HADDAD-WYLIE 10% of the 242,324.00, plus $500.00 in court costs.   

The Motion passed.  
2.
CHEEK CONSTRUCTION CO., INC. - 


Ms. Bobbie Hughes read the allegations, stated that items 1 and 2 are companion matters, and asked if a representative was present.  

Mr. Rodney Cheek was present on behalf of CHEEK CONSTRUCTION CO, INC. 

Mr. Cheek denied the allegations before him.

Ms. Laborde called Mr. Todd Brady to the stand.  

Mr. Brady was sworn in.  

Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit package with Mr. Brady and asked that the exhibit package be entered into the record.  

Judge White admitted the exhibit book into the record.  

H.W. Clark was called to the stand as a witness for Mr. Cheek, and was sworn in.  

Mr. Clark briefed the board on his recollection of the matter at hand.  

Mr. Michael Spaulding, the Director of Facilities for Oschner in Baton Rouge, provided additional testimony.    

Ms. Carey Menasco attorney for Oschner, also made an appearance.

Mr. Cheek withdrew his denial and entered a No Contest plea. 

A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre and was seconded by Mr. Weston and Stuart to accept the plea.  

The Motion passed. 

A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and was seconded by Mr. Lambert to fine CHEEK CONSTRUCTION CO, INC. $1000.00, plus $500.00 in court costs, total for the 2 violations on the Agenda.   

The Motion passed.  

3-6.
CUSTOM BOOTH MFG., BENCHMARK BUILDING CONTRACTORS, INC., 

 SIXTY-SIX MANAGEMENT, INC., and RIVER CITY AIR CONDITIONING, 
                                
 INC. (CONSOLIDATED) - 

Ms. Bobbie Hughes read the allegations, stated that items 3, 4, 5 and 6 are  
companion matters, and asked if representatives were present.  

Mr. John Andrashock, attorney, appeared on behalf of SIXTY-SIX MANAGEMENT, INC. 
Mr. Andrashock informed the Board that his client had previously made a settlement offer.  

Drew Jackson, on behalf of SIXTY-SIX MANAGEMENT, INC., was present.

Dave Morris, with CUSTOM BOOTH MFG., was present.  

Tom Davis, with BENCHMARK BUILDING CONTRACTORS, INC., was present.

Brigham Ragusa, with  RIVER CITY AIR CONDITIONING, INC., was present. 

Ms. Laborde asked if the parties would agree to consolidate matters 3, 4, 5 and 6, and all parties were in agreement.  

Judge White consolidated the matters for Hearing. 

Mr. Andrashock offered the Board a settlement offer of a fine of $500.00 and a $500.00 cost payment on behalf of SIXTY-SIX MANAGEMENT, INC. and a plea of No Contest, with a payment of $500.00 to cover costs on behalf of CUSTOM BOOTH MFG. and BENCHMARK BUILDING CONTRACTORS, INC.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and was seconded by Mr. Lambert and Mr. Dupuy to reject the offer.  

The Motion passed.  

Mr. Andrashock denied the allegations on behalf of SIXTY-SIX MANAGEMENT, INC.  

Mr. Morris entered a No Contest plea on behalf of CUSTOM BOOTH MFG. 

A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux and was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept CUSTOM BOOTH MFG.’s plea.

The Motion passed.  

Mr. Davis entered a No Contest plea on behalf of BENCHMARK BUILDING CONTRACTORS, INC.   

A Motion was made by Mr. Stuart and was seconded by Mr. Lambert to accept the plea.  

The Motion passed.   
Mr. Ragusa entered a No Contest Plea on behalf of RIVER CITY AIR CONDITIONING, INC. 
Mr. Stuart made a Motion to accept the plea on behalf of RIVER CITY AIR CONDITIONING, INC., which was seconded by Mr. Lambert and Mr. Dupuy.  

The Motion passed.  

Mr. Weston made a Motion to dismiss the allegations against RIVER CITY AIR CONDITIONING, INC. which was seconded by Mr. Dupuy, Mr. Stuart and Mr. Fenet.  

The Motion passed.   

Ms. Laborde called Mr. Todd Brady to the stand.    

Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit packages with Mr. Brady and asked that the exhibit packages be entered into the record.  

Judge White admitted the exhibit books into the record.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Stuart to fine CUSTOM BOOTH MFG. $500.00 in costs.  
The Motion passed.  

Mr. Badeaux made a substitute Motion to dismiss the fine against CUSTOM BOOTH MFG.  

The Motion did not pass.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Stuart to dismiss the allegations against SIXTY-SIX MANAGEMENT, INC.  

The Motion passed.  

7-9.
FC COX CONSTRUCTION, LLC, HECTOR MANUEL PULLES, JR. and 



JONES BROTHERS PROPERTIES D/B/A JONES BUILDERS - 


Ms. Bobbie Hughes read the allegations, stated that item 7, 8 and 9 are companion matters, and asked if any representatives were present.  

Mr. Hector Manuel Pulles, Jr. appeared on behalf of himself. 
Mr. Pulles entered a No Contest Plea.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Stuart and Mr. Clouatre to accept the No Contest Plea.  

The Motion Passed.

A Motion was made by Lambert to fine HECTOR MANUEL PULLES, JR. $500.00 which was seconded by Mr. Fenet.  

The Motion Passed.  

Ms. Hughes presented the Board with a settlement offer from FC COX CONTRUCTION, LLC. of $1000.00 plus costs.  
A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith to accept the offer which was seconded by Mr. Fenet and Mr. Graham.   

The Motion passed.  

Ms. Laborde called Mr. Tommy Mimnaugh to the stand.  

Mr. Mimnaugh was sworn in.  

Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit package with Mr. Mimnaugh and asked that the exhibit package be entered into the record.  

Judge White admitted the exhibit book into the record.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and was seconded by Mr. Fenet to find JONES BROTHERS PROPERTIES D/B/A JONES BUILDERS in violation. 

The Motion passed. 

A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and was seconded by Mr. Clouatre and Mr. Weston to fine JONES BROTHERS PROPERTIES D/B/A JONES BUILDERS 10% of the total value of the project, plus $500.00 in court costs.   

The Motion passed.  
10.  
BLU’S MAINTENANCE SERVICE, LLC – 


Ms. Hughes informed the Board that she has received a settlement offer of $7000.00 plus administrative costs.


Mr. Crain recused himself.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Weston which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept.  


The Motion passed. 

11.
      TERRANCE ABNER -  
      Ms. Bobbie Hughes read the allegations and stated that there was a service issue with this matter.  Ms. Hughes asked that the matter be continued.    

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to pass item 11 in the Agenda.   

The Motion Passed.

12.

RANCE FOSTER D/B/A ATLAS AND JOHNSON CONSTRUCTION – 


Ms. Bobbie Hughes read the allegations, and asked if any representatives were present.  

Mr. Rance Foster appeared and entered a plea of No Contest.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the No Contest Plea.  

The Motion Passed.

A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux and was seconded by Mr. Crain to asses the maximum penalty plus court costs. If a license is obtained within 60 days the fine will be reduced to $1000.00 plus court costs. 

The Motion passed.   

f. 
Act 725 – Settlement Offer(S):

	
	Violator – License No.
	Case No.
	Settlement Offer Amount

+ Administrative Costs

	1
	Quality FIRE Protection
	2011-801
	$500.00


A
A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and seconded by Mr. Stuart to accept the settlement offers.  


The Motion passed. 
G. RE-HEARING(S):

1. WELLS CONSTRUCTION COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT, INC. – 
Ms. Laborde informed the Board that this matter was before the Board for Re-Hearing.  

Ms. Laborde informed the Board that her firm had represented Dr. Schneider in the past, however, she did not personally represent Dr. Schneider and had no knowledge of this dispute.  
Mr. William Wells appeared on behalf of WELLS CONSTRUCTION COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT. INC.  and stated he had no objection to Ms. Laborde’s firm’s involvement.    

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and seconded by Mr. Stuart to affirm the previous decision.  

Mr. Fenet objected to the Motion.  

The Motion passed.  

Mrs. Schneider was present and appeared. 

A Motion was made by Mr. Weston to give Mr. Wells 30 days to speak to Dr. Schneider and work out acceptable payment arrangements. The Motion was seconded by Mr. Fenet and Mr. Graham.  
The Motion passed.  

H. AGENCY AUDIT REPORT:
      This matter was previously discussed in Section B, above.


I. COMMITTEE REPORTS:


1.
Report from the Staff:


Ms. Dupuy introduced Ms. Lori Guthrie to the Board.  Ms. Dupuy also informed the 


Board of the reappointments of Mr. Dupuy, Mr. Stuart, Mr. Jones, and Mr. Crain. 

2.
Building Committee:


Mr. Graham had no updates for the Board.  

3.
Classification and Testing Committee:


Mr. Weston informed the Board that the Committee had met and that Mr. Dupuy would 


give a report later in the meeting.   

4.
Legislative/Rules and Regulations Committee:


Mr. McDuff stated that staff is moving forward in promulgating the Rules and 



Regulations.   


5.
Act 725 Committee:  


There was no report for the Board today. 

6.
Finance Committee:


Mr. Dupuy reported the current budget status and financial information to the Board.   



A Motion was made by Mr. Dupuy which was seconded by Mr. Lambert to approve the 


financials as reported.  



The Motion passed.  


Mr. Dupuy made a Motion to adjust the 2011 Budget to transfer $400.00 from Office Equipment to Building Construction in progress, which was seconded by Mr. Stuart.


The Motion passed.  


Mr. Dupuy made a Motion to grant Tracy Guidry authority to conduct banking business in the name of the SLBC, which was seconded by Mr. Stuart.  


The Motion passed.  

7.
Residential Building Committee:

Mr. Weston made a Motion to accept the Minutes and ratify the actions of the May 4, 2011 Residential Building Committee Meeting, which was seconded by Mr. Dupuy and Mr. Stuart. 


The Motion passed.  

J. Consideration of residential applications, home improvement registrations, and residential waivers as listed and attached to the agenda.  

      Mr. Weston made a Motion to accept, which was seconded Mr. Dupuy.  


      The Motion passed.   
K. Consideration of commercial licensure exemptions as listed and attached to the agenda.
      Mr. Weston made a Motion to accept, which was seconded Mr. Dupuy.  


      The Motion passed.   
L. Consideration of commercial applications to be approved pending all requirements being met, as listed and attached to the agenda. 

      Mr. Dupuy made a Motion to accept, which was seconded Mr. Stuart.  


      The Motion passed.   

M.
   Consideration of commercial applications to be approved per Act 75, as listed and attached to the agenda.   

        

        Mr. Dupuy made a Motion to accept, which was seconded Mr. Stuart.  


        The Motion passed.   

N. Consideration of mold remediation applications as listed and attached to the agenda. 
       Mr. Lambert made a Motion to accept, which was seconded Mr. Dupuy.  


      The Motion passed.   
O.
Consideration of additional classifications as listed and attached to the agenda.

       Mr. Lambert made a Motion to accept, which was seconded Mr. Dupuy.  


      The Motion passed.   
P.
Consideration of commercial applications as listed and attached to the agenda.

· Pending All Requirements Being Met 
  A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert, which was seconded by Mr. Dupuy, to approve.  

  The Motion passed. 

· Regular Commercial Applications   
        A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert, which was seconded by Mr. Dupuy, to approve.  


        The Motion passed. 

Q.    Executive Session to discuss legal and personnel matters.

 A Motion was made by Mr. Weston which was seconded by Mr. Fenet to enter into Executive Session to discuss investigative proceedings regarding allegations of misconduct.     

The Motion passed unanimously, each member present voting in favor thereof. 
***EXECUTIVE SESSION***


Mr. Weston made a motion to go back into regular session which was seconded by Mr. Dupuy.   The Motion passed.  

ADJOURNMENT

A Motion was made by Mr. Dupuy, which was seconded by Mr. Weston, to adjourn.  

The Motion passed, and the meeting was adjourned at 1:02 p.m.

_____________________________________________

Secretary-Treasurer

__________________________________________ _____ 
Chairman
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