STATE LICENSING BOARD FOR CONTRACTORS

RESIDENTIAL BUILDING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

November 6, 2013
The regular monthly meeting of the Residential Building Committee was called to order by the Chairman at 9:30 a.m. in Conference Room of the Board’s offices, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  

Members of the Committee present:

Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux, Chairman 






Lee Mallett, Vice Chairman 







Nick Castjohn








Karon “Kay” Gibson

Jodi C. Penn








William “Billy” Ward, Jr. 







Wesley L. “Wes” Wyman, Jr.

There being a quorum present, the regular order of business was called.

Also attending the meeting were:  Michael McDuff, Executive Director, Judy Dupuy, Board Administrator; Judge Darrell White, Retired, Hearing Officer; John Andrishok, Board Attorney; and from the staff, Nathan Rawls, Bobbie Hughes, Emma Payne, Monica Webster, John Dixon, Kristin Tullier, Tricia Wood, and Sharon Fabre; Compliance Director Marianne Sullivan; compliance investigators Tommy Mimnaugh, Charmel Peterson, Leann Evans, Carl Bourque; and Kara Kearney, recording the minutes.

Mr. Wyman led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Judge Darrell White gave the invocation.  

Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the Minutes of the October 2, 2013 Residential Building Committee Meeting, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. 

Mr. McDuff introduced James Henry and Rudy Babin with the Louisiana Department of Insurance, and Dixie Robinson with the Louisiana Homebuilders Association. 
NEW BUSINESS 

C.
INSURANCE HEARING(S):
Residential Building, and Home Improvement; General Liability & Workers’ Compensation – La. R.S. 2150–2192, 2186(B)(6), 2189(A)(7) and Rules and Regulations of the Board Section 1503(D).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Emma Payne and Monica Webster were sworn in for testimony. Aleman’s Construction, LLC; JD’s Home Repair, LLC; Louisiana Building Maintenance Co., Inc.; and SWEPCO, Inc. were removed from the agenda.
Karen Maldonado was present on behalf of J & K Home Improvements, Inc. and sworn in. Ms. Maldonado gave a statement. Mr. Ward made a motion to dismiss the case, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. 

Jeffrey Juge was present on behalf of Juge Builders, LLC and sworn in. Mr. Juge gave a statement. Ms. Gibson made a motion to find Juge Builders, LLC to be in violation, and Mr. Ward seconded. The motion passed. Ms. Gibson made a motion to issue a cease and desist order and suspend the license until the board receives documentation of no lapse in coverage, and fine the amount of $250 in administrative costs.
Donnysius Kador was present on behalf of M & D Home Repairs, LLC and sworn in. Ms. Kador gave a statement. Mr. Ward made a motion to find M & D Home Repairs, LLC to be in violation. Mr. Castjohn seconded, and the motion passed. Mr. Ward made a motion to fine M & D Home Repairs, LLC $500 in administrative costs only. Mr. Castjohn seconded, and the motion passed. Ms. Kador gave a statement and asked for a reconsideration of penalty. Mr. Ward made a motion to dismiss the case, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed.
Michael Chachere was present on behalf of Michael P. Chachere and sworn in. Mr. Chachere gave a statement. Ms. Gibson made a motion to find Michael P. Chachere to be in violation, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Ward made a motion to fine Michael P. Chachere $500 in administrative costs, issue a cease and desist order and suspend the license until the board receives documentation saying he is in good standing with the insurance company. Mr. Wyman seconded, and the motion passed.
Michael Ware was present on behalf of Wares Home Improvements, LLC and sworn in. Mr. Ware gave a statement and presented a letter, which was admitted into evidence. Mr. Ward made a motion to dismiss the case, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed.
No one was present for the following companies: Areno Construction; Carl’s Contracting Services, LLC; Carswell Construction, Inc.; CDS Flood Team, LLC; David Diaz Services, LLC; E. Bercey Construction Co., Inc.; Frank’s Construction Company, Inc.; Hernandez Roofing, LLC; Huddleston Enterprises of West Monroe, Inc.; Ike J. Soileau, Jr.; Jeffrey N. Karam Construction, LLC; Jerome Q. Selzer, Jr.; Jimmie Shane Murphy, LLC; JDL Construction and Demolition, LLC; Killeen Group, LLC, The; Mustang Specialty Builders, LLC; Pontchartrain Construction Services, Inc.; Rhett Michael Ramirez; Renaissance Homes of Louisiana, LLC; Sartin Builders, LLC; Southpaw Contractors, Inc.; and Storm Damage Notification Team LLC, The. 
Ms. Payne verified the status of the general liability and workers’ compensation coverage for the listed licensees. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to find remaining companies to be in violation, and Mr. Ward seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to suspend the licenses, issue a $500 fine plus $500 in administrative costs, and issue a cease and desist order. Mr. Castjohn added that staff can lift the suspension with proper documentation; otherwise the license will be revoked. Mr. Ward seconded, and the motion passed.
D.
COMPLIANCE HEARING(S):

1. Rame Abusada, Lafayette, Louisiana – R.S. 37:2167 (A).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by Rame Abusada. Mr. Wyman made a motion to accept the settlement offer, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed.
2. Darrel Guillory d/b/a Guillory Plumbing, LaPlace, Louisiana – La R.S. 37:2167 (A), 37:2175.2 (A)(1).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Darrel Guillory was present and sworn in. Mr. Guillory entered a no contest plea. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Guillory gave a statement. Mr. Wyman made a motion to fine Darrel Guillory d/b/a Guillory Plumbing $1,000 plus $1,000 in administrative costs, reduced to $1,000 in administrative costs only if licensed within 90 days. Mr. Castjohn seconded, and the motion passed.
3. William Charles Teague d/b/a Crystal Creek Pools, Jennings, Louisiana –La. R.S. 37:2175.3 (A)(5)(6).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. William Teague was present and sworn in. Mr. Teague entered a no contest plea. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Ms. Penn seconded. Mr. Teague gave a statement. Mr. Wyman made a motion to fine William Charles Teague d/b/a Crystal Creek Pools $1,000 plus $1,000 in administrative costs, reduced to $1,000 in administrative costs only if licensed within 90 days. Mr. Castjohn seconded, and the motion passed.
4. 2 Guys Home Repair, LLC, Zachary, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1).
This matter was continued.
5. Bejay Butters d/b/a Tight-n-Right Roofing, Denham Springs, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of Bejay Butters d/b/a Tight-n-Right Roofing. Carl Bourque was called to the stand and sworn in for questioning. Mr. Andrishok questioned Mr. Bourque on the exhibits. The exhibit packet was filed and admitted into evidence. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to find Bejay Butters d/b/a Tight-n-Right Roofing to be in violation, and Ms. Gibson seconded. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to issue a cease and desist order, fine the maximum fine plus $1,000 in administrative costs, and forward the case to the Attorney General’s office and the La. Workforce Commission. Mr. Wyman seconded, and the motion passed.
6. David Maryland d/b/a Maryland Quality Builders, Walker, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of David Maryland d/b/a Maryland Quality Builders. Greg Perrin was called to the stand and sworn in for questioning. Mr. Andrishok question Mr. Perrin on the exhibits. The exhibit packet was filed and admitted into evidence. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to find David Maryland d/b/a Maryland Quality Builders to be in violation, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to issue a cease and desist order, fine the maximum fine plus $1,000 in administrative costs, and forward the case to the Attorney General’s office and the La. Workforce Commission. Mr. Wyman seconded, and the motion passed.
7. Lawrence Cennett d/b/a Cennett’s Enterprises, Marrero, Louisiana –La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of Lawrence Cennett d/b/a Cennett’s Enterprises. Dylan Bourg was called to the stand and sworn in for review of the exhibits. Mr. Andrishok questioned Mr. Bourg on the exhibits, and the packet was filed and admitted into evidence. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to find Lawrence Cennett d/b/a Cennett’s Enterprises to be in violation, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to continue the cease and desist order, fine the maximum fine plus $1,000 administrative costs, and forward the case to the local DA’s office, Attorney General’s office and the La. Workforce Commission. Mr. Wyman seconded, and the motion passed.
8. Murray Consulting and Management, LLC, Marrero, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Joseph Murray was present on behalf of Murray Consulting and Management, LLC and sworn in. Mr. Murray entered a no contest plea. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Murray gave a statement. Leann Evans was called to the stand and sworn in. Ms. Evans was questioned on the exhibits, which were filed and admitted into evidence. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to fine Murray Consulting and Management, LLC $2,500 plus $500 in administrative costs and issue a cease and desist order until the license is issued within 90 days. Ms. Gibson seconded, and the motion passed.
9. Milton Evans d/b/a FCS Group, Inc., Gretna, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Milton Evans was present and sworn in. Mr. Evans entered a no contest plea. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea and Mr. Ward seconded. Mr. Evans gave a statement. Ms. Gibson made a motion to fine Milton Evans d/b/a FCS Group, Inc. $2,000 plus $500 in administrative costs, reduced to $500 in administrative costs only if licensed within 90 days. Ms. Penn seconded, and the motion passed.
10. Percy Crawford d/b/a Percy’s Cement, Slidell, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1).
This matter was continued.

Ms. Gibson made a motion to amend items 10, 11 and 12 on the agenda to read home improvement registration instead of residential building license. Ms. Penn seconded, and the motion passed.

11. Rick Vega d/b/a Rick Vega, LLC, Metairie, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Rick Vega and attorney Dennis Vega were present. Rick Vega was sworn in and entered a no contest plea. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. D. Vega made a statement and a settlement offer, which included settling a previous fine. Mr. Ward made a motion to reject the settlement offer, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Ward made a motion to fine the maximum fine plus administrative costs, reduced to $3,500 plus $1,500 in administrative costs if licensed within 90 days. Mr. Castjohn seconded, and the motion passed.
12. Shane Wells d/b/a Bayou Construction, Gonzales, Louisiana - R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of Shane Wells d/b/a Bayou Construction. Mr. Bourque was called to the stand for review of the exhibit packet. The exhibits were filed and admitted into evidence. Ms. Gibson made a motion to find Shane Wells d/b/a Bayou Construction to be in violation, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. Ms. Gibson made a motion to issue a cease and desist order, fine the maximum fine plus $500 in administrative costs, and forward the case to the local DA’s office, Attorney General’s office and the La. Workforce Commission. Mr. Castjohn seconded, and the motion passed.
13. Terra Nova Construction LLC d/b/a LT Concrete Landscape Pools & Spas, Slidell, Louisiana –La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1).
This matter was continued.
OLD BUSINESS

E.
COMPLIANCE HEARING/CONTINUANCE(S):

1. Guidry Custom Homes, Inc., New Orleans, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(9).
Mr. Wyman recused himself. Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Steven Guidry was present and sworn in. Mr. Guidry’s counsel Jae Donnelly and Lori Mince were also present. Mr. Guidry entered a denial plea. Mr. Bourg was called to the stand for review of the exhibits. Ms. Mince objected to the admissibility of exhibits 5, 6, and 9, but was overruled based on administrative procedure standards. The exhibits were filed and admitted into evidence. Additional exhibits 13, 14, and 15 attached to the exhibit packet were also admitted into evidence with Ms. Mince’s objection. Ms. Penn made a motion to dismiss the case regarding Guidry Custom Homes, Inc., and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed.
2. C.A. Harrell Enterprises, LLC, New Orleans, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Corey Harrell was present and sworn in. Attorney David Coleman was also present. Mr. Harrell entered a no contest plea. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Coleman made a statement. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to fine C.A. Harrell Enterprises, LLC $3,500 plus $1,000 administrative costs, issue a cease and desist order, and reduce the fine to $1,000 plus $1,000 in administrative costs if registered within 90 days. Mr. Wyman seconded, and the motion passed.
3. Joe Jaime d/b/a Joe & J General Contractor, LLC, Pineville, Louisiana –La. R.S. 37:2167 (A).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of Joe Jaime d/b/a Joe & J General Contractor, LLC. Mr. Bourque was called to the stand to review the exhibits. The exhibits were filed and admitted into evidence. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to find Joe Jaime d/b/a Joe & J General Contractor, LLC to be in violation, and Mr. Ward seconded. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to issue a cease and desist order, issue the maximum fine plus $1,000 in administrative costs, and forward the case to the local DA’s office. Ms. Gibson seconded, and the motion passed.
4. Bess Construction, LLC, Harvey, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Vincent Bess was present and sworn in. Mr. Bess entered a no contest plea. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Wyman seconded. Mr. Bess gave a statement. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to fine Bess Construction, LLC $2,000 plus $1,000 in administrative costs, reduced to $500 in administrative costs if registered within 90 days. Mr. Wyman seconded, and the motion passed. 
F.
REQUEST FOR RE-HEARING/RECONSIDERATION OF PENALTY:
Songy and Sons Enterprise, LLC, Denham Springs, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (E)(3).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations and the previous hearing. Nathan Songy was present and sworn in. Mr. Songy introduced documents into evidence, which were filed and admitted. Mr. Andrishok introduced and filed 3 unpaid judgments into evidence, which were admitted with Mr. Songy’s objection. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to deny the request for reconsideration of penalty, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed.
G.
CONSIDERATION OF LICENSURE EXEMPTIONS:

NEW APPLICATION EXEMPTIONS (Pending all Requirements Being Met)

Ms. Gibson made a motion to approve Kingsley Homes, Inc., and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed.
H. 
Consideration of new applications for residential building construction license to be approved pending as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 5 & 6)

Ms. Gibson made a motion to approve the residential building applications as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed.

I.
Consideration of new applications for home improvement registration as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 7 – 9)

Ms. Gibson made a motion to accept the home improvement applications as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 1:10 p.m.




_______________________________________________________________





Chairman





_______________________________________________________________





Vice Chairman
Residential Committee Meeting – November 6, 2013
Page 4

