STATE LICENSING BOARD FOR CONTRACTORS

Commercial board Meeting MINUTES

October 17, 2013
The regular monthly meeting of the Board was called to order by the Chairman at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room of the Board’s offices, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  Members of the Board present:


Lee Mallett, Chairman  

Byron Talbot, Vice Chairman

Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux


William Clouatre

George Crain, Jr.


Nelson A. “Andy” Dupuy, Jr. 

Courtney Fenet, Jr. 

August Gallo, Jr.

Kenneth Jones 

Donald G. Lambert 
Garland Meredith

Art O. Walker

Victor Weston
Danny Graham and Christopher Stuart were absent. Finding a quorum present, the regular order of business began.

Also attending the meeting were: Michael B. McDuff, Executive Director; Judy Dupuy, Board Administrator; Judge Darrell White, Retired, Hearing Officer; Murphy J. Foster, Board Attorney; and from the staff, Nathan Rawls, Bobbie Hughes, Brent Templet, Tricia Wood, Kristin Tullier, Doug Traylor, Sharon Fabre, and John Dixon; Compliance Director, Marianne Sullivan; Compliance Investigators, Todd Brady, and Frank Vaughan; and Kara Kearney recording the minutes. 
Mr. Lambert led the members and audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Judge Darrell White gave the invocation, introduced himself, and advised those present of his duties.
Mr. Mallett was announced as new Board Chairman. Mr. Weston nominated Mr. Talbot as Vice Chairman. Mr. Talbot was named Vice Chairman after a unanimous vote by the Board. Mr. Weston presented a resolution of recognition to Mr. Talbot for service to the Board.

Mr. Weston made a motion to accept the Minutes of the September 19, 2013 regular meeting, and Mr. Lambert seconded. The motion passed.
Mr. McDuff introduced family members of former LSLBC Board Administrator Joy Evans and presented them with a resolution of recognition of Ms. Evans’ many years of service to the Board.
NEW BUSINESS
C. JUDGMENT(S):

1. B.R. Collins Construction, LLC, Pineville, LA – La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, Sec. 2158(A)(9).  
Ms. Dupuy gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of B.R. Collins Construction, LLC. Frank White was present on behalf of the creditor. Mr. Foster entered the judgment into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Meredith made a motion to revoke the license of B.R. Collins Construction, LLC, and Mr. Weston seconded. The motion passed.
2. Hillside Builders, Inc., Covington, LA – La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, Sec. 2158(A)(9).  
Ms. Dupuy gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of Hillside Builders, Inc. Frank White was present on behalf of the creditor and presented a payment agreement. Mr. Foster entered the judgment into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Gallo made a motion to accept the agreement, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed.
3. Moore Electric, Inc., Baton Rouge, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, Sec. 2158(A)(9). 
Ms. Dupuy gave a summary of the allegations. Ralph Moore, owner of Moore Electric, Inc., was present and sworn in. Frank White was present on behalf of the creditor. Mr. Foster entered the judgment into evidence and it was admitted. Mr, Foster questioned Mr. Moore. Mr. Moore and Mr. White each made statements before the Board. Mr. Lambert made a motion to revoke the license of Moore Electric, Inc., and Mr. Weston seconded. The motion passed with one objection. Mr. Jones made a motion to issue a cease and desist order, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed.

4. Reliable Heating and Air, Inc., Bush, LA – La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, Sec. 2158(A)(9).
Ms. Dupuy gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of Reliable Heating and Air, Inc. Frank White was present on behalf of the creditor and gave a statement. Mr. Foster entered the judgment into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Lambert made a motion to allow 60 days to work out an agreement with the creditor or face license revocation, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed.
5. Consolidated Builders Construction, Co. LLC, Baton Rouge, LA  - La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, Sec. 2158(A)(9).  
Ms. Dupuy gave a summary of the allegations. Kenneth Carmouche was present on behalf of Consolidated Builders Construction, Co, LLC and sworn in. Attorney Teresa Cop was present on behalf of the creditor. Mr. Carmouche gave a statement. Mr. Foster entered the judgment into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Clouatre made a motion to allow Consolidated Builders Construction, Co. LLC 30 days to reach an agreement with the creditor or the license will be revoked. Mr. Talbot seconded, and the motion passed.
6. Integrated Pro Services, LLC, New Orleans, LA – La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, Sec. 2158(A)(9).
Ms. Dupuy gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of Integrated Pro Services, LLC. Teresa Cop was present on behalf of the creditor. Mr. Foster entered the judgment into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Talbot made a motion to allow Integrated Pro Services, LLC 30 days to reach an agreement with the creditor or the license will be revoked. Mr. Clouatre seconded, and the motion passed.
7. Accardo and Lambert Plumbing and Heating, Inc., New Orleans, LA – La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, Sec. 2158(A)(9).  
Ms. Dupuy gave a summary of the allegations. Danny Lambert and David Byrd were present on behalf of Accardo and Lambert Plumbing and Heating, Inc. and sworn in. Attorney Trey Lape was present on behalf of the creditor. Each party gave a statement. Mr. Talbot made a motion to allow Accardo and Lambert Plumbing and Heating, Inc. 30 days to reach an agreement with the creditor or the license will be revoked. Mr. Gallo seconded, and the motion passed.
8. Bayou Media Network, LLC, Kenner, LA  70062 – La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, Sec. 2158(A)(9).

Ms. Dupuy gave a summary of the allegations. William Billingsley was present on behalf of Bayou Media Network, LLC. Marcie Graff was present on behalf of the creditor. Both parties were sworn in and each gave a statement. Mr. Talbot made a motion to revoke the license of Bayou Media Network, LLC, and Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed.
9. Elevation Masters, Inc., New Orleans, LA – La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, Sec. 2158(A)(9).  
This matter was continued.
D.
Compliance Hearing(S): 

1. Wyndham Contracting Group, LLC, New Orleans, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(3) and Rules and Regulations Section 101.
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Roland Sparrow, Jr. and attorney Mark Pharr were present. Mr. Sparrow was sworn in. Mr. Pharr asked for a continuance. Mr. Dupuy made a motion to continue this matter, and Mr. Talbot seconded. The motion passed.
2. Kenneth D. Davis d/b/a Davis Specialties, Inc., Gulfport, Mississippi – La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).
This matter was continued.
3. LA Traveling Trowel, LLC, Baker, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of LA Traveling Trowel, LLC. Investigator Todd Brady was called to the stand and sworn in for review of the exhibit packet. Mr. Foster questioned Mr. Brady and filed the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Gallo made a motion to find LA Traveling Trowel, LLC to be in violation, and Mr. Meredith seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Gallo made a motion to fine LA Traveling Trowell, LLC the maximum fine plus administrative costs, and Mr. Fenet seconded. The motion passed.
4. J & R Renovators, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(4).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by J & R Renovators, LLC, which did not have a representative present. Mr. Clouatre made a motion to accept the settlement offer, and Mr. Weston seconded. The motion passed.
5. DH Plumbing, Inc., Baton Rouge, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Thomas David Hall, owner of DH Plumbing, Inc., was present and sworn in. Mr. Hall entered a no contest plea. Mr. Clouatre made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Talbot seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Hall made a statement. Mr. Foster filed exhibits 1-6 into evidence, and they were admitted. Mr. Gallo made a motion to fine DH Plumbing, Inc. $1,000 plus administrative costs, reduced to $500 plus administrative costs if licensed within 60 days. Mr. Dupuy seconded, and the motion passed.
OLD BUSINESS

E.
COMPLIANCE HEARING/CONTINUANCE(S):

1. James Bevel d/b/a Bevel Plumbing, Co., Bethany, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. James Bevel was present and sworn in. Mr. Bevel entered a no contest plea. Mr. Meredith made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Talbot seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Bevel made a statement. Mr. Foster filed exhibits 1-8 into evidence, and they were admitted. Mr. Gallo made a motion to fine James Bevel d/b/a Bevel Plumbing, Co. $1,000 plus administrative costs, reduced to $500 plus administrative costs if licensed within 60 days. Mr. Talbot seconded, and the motion passed.
F.
REQUEST FOR REHEARING/RECONSIDERATION OF PENALTY:

1. Lee Haynes d/b/a Prime Companies, LLC and/or d/b/a Prime Construction, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).

Decision & Civil Penalty Assessed at the August 15, 2013 Commercial Board Meeting: Mr. Gallo made a motion to find LEE HAYNES D/B/A PRIME COMPANIES, LLC AND/OR D/B/A PRIME CONSTRUCTION, LLC to be in violation. Mr. Clouatre seconded and the motion passed. Mr. Meredith made a motion to fine LEE HAYNES D/B/A PRIME COMPANIES, LLC AND/OR D/B/A PRIME CONSTRUCTION, LLC 10% of the total project plus administrative costs. Mr. Jones seconded, and the motion passed.
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Lee Haynes was present and sworn in. Also present and sworn in was Joseph Brown of Bruin, LLC, who was called as a witness. Mr. Haynes made a statement. Mr. Badeaux made a motion to approve the rehearing. The motion failed to pass. Mr. Talbot made a motion to deny the rehearing, and Mr. Weston seconded. The motion passed with one objection.
G.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:


1.
Report from the Staff – Ms. Dupuy had nothing new to report.

2.
Building Committee – Mr. McDuff gave a statement about the generator installation. 

3.
Classification and Testing Committee – Mr. Weston’s report was given previously.

4.
Legislative/Rules and Regulations Committee – Mr. Gallo gave a statement about impending rule changes, which will be present at the November meeting.

5.
Act 725 Committee – Mr. Meredith had nothing new to report.

6.
Finance Committee – Mr. Dupuy made a motion to accept the financials as presented, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Dupuy gave a report on the budget.
7.
Residential Building Committee – Mr. Badeaux made a motion to approve the minutes of the October Residential Committee Meeting, and Mr. Lambert seconded. The motion passed.
H.
Consideration of residential applications, and home improvement registrations as listed and attached to the agenda.  (Pages 4-7)

Mr. Badeaux made a motion to approve the residential applications as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed.


Mr. Badeaux made a motion to approve the home improvement applications as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Lambert seconded. The motion passed.

I.
Consideration of commercial licensure exemptions as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 9-13)
Mr. Dupuy made a motion to approve the exemptions as listed on pages 9-12, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed.

Mr. Dupuy made a motion to approve the new application exemptions as listed on page 13, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed. 


J.
Consideration of mold remediation application as listed and attached to the agenda. (Page 15)
Mr. Lambert made a motion to approve the mold remediation application as listed on page 15, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed.

K.
Consideration of additional classifications as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 17-19)



Mr. Lambert made a motion to approve the additional classifications as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed. The agenda was corrected to include electrical under A.S.P.S., LLC.

L.
Consideration of commercial applications as listed and attached to the agenda. 

· Pending All Requirements Being Met (Pages 21-32)
Mr. Lambert made a motion to accept the commercial applications on pages 21-32, and Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed.

· Regular Commercial Applications (Page 33-34)
Mr. Lambert made a motion to accept the commercial applications on pages 33-34, and Mr. Clouatre seconded.
ADJOURNMENT
Mr. Weston made a motion to adjourn, and Mr. Talbot seconded. The motion passed, and the meeting was adjourned at 11:05 a.m.



________________________________________________




Chairman




_________________________________________________




Secretary/Treasurer
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